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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received at various dates 1998-1999 and represent a consolidation of material
previously diffused among several sources. Wager had been one of the three scientists chosen in
1969 for the pilot project that led to the formation in 1973 of the Contemporary Scientific Archives
Centre (now the National Cataloguing Unit for the Archives of Contemporary Scientists). A selection
of his papers and diaries, made and listed by Miss J.M. Pye under the direction of Professor
Margaret Gowing, was deposited in the Archives of the Royal Society in 1969. A considerable
amount of material was returned at that time to family hands, while much of Wager's research notes,
maps and teaching material remained in the Oxford Department of Geology and Mineralogy (now
Earth Sciences). With the approval of Mrs Wager and her family, the Council of the Royal Society
and the Departmental authorities, all these deposits have been assembled and integrated into the
present collection.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF LAWRENCE RICKARD WAGER

Wager was born on 5 February 1904 in Batley, Yorkshire. He was educated at a local elementary
school and then at Hebden Bridge United District Grammar School, where his father was
Headmaster. Walking, exploring, climbing and early geologising occupied his boyhood, forming his
interests and a lasting attachment to the Yorkshire Dales, where he later purchased a house, still in
family hands. In 1916, when Wager was twelve, his mother died and in 1919 his father may have
been in indifferent health since he was granted a year's leave of absence from teaching, which he
spent with the two boys (Wager and his younger brother Hal) in the West Indies. Here climbing,
geology and botanising continued. From 1920 to 1923 Wager attended the sixth form of Leeds
Grammar School, living with an aunt and uncle (Harold Wager FRS) and obtaining an Exhibition to
Pembroke College Cambridge. He read the Natural Sciences Tripos, graduating with a First in
Geology in 1926, and began research on Yorkshire Limestones, supported by a Goldsmiths
Company Research Scholarship. Throughout his Cambridge period he was an active member of the
University Mountaineering Club (President 1925-1926), climbing in Britain and the Alps and
establishing a wide reputation for steadiness and a reliable eye for terrain.

His parallel skills as a geologist and climber-explorer were to characterise Wager's career. He was
appointed Lecturer in mineralogy and petrology at the University of Reading in 1929 and played his
part in teaching and field excursions of the department. But he also participated in the major

expeditions that resulted in important scientific discoveries and personal fame. The first of these
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expeditions, to Greenland in 1930-1931, was the occasion of his recognition and pioneer survey of
the igneous intrusions of the East Greenland coastal mountain area between Angmagssalik and
Kangerdlugssuaq. The study of this area - reinforced by subsequent expeditions in 1932, 1934,
1935-1936 and 1953 - was the focus of virtually all his scientific research.

The expedition to Everest in 1933 brought a different kind of celebrity. Wager and P. Wyn Harris
were chosen to lead the final assault on the summit on 29 May 1933; in adverse weather, they were
not successful but they reached a greater height than any previous climbers until the successful
ascent by Hilary and Tenzing twenty years later in 1953.

During the Second World War Wager was commissioned in the Royal Air Force and served in the
Photographic Interpretation Unit until his release in 1944 to take up the Chair of Geology at the
University of Durham. In 1950 he moved to Oxford where he greatly expanded the Department of
Geology and Mineralogy. Wager was determined to enhance the status of geology at Oxford and
argued for its recognition as a school and entrance subject. He also established the Geological Age
and Isotope Research Group (GAIR) for the study of geochronology and geochemistry, in which a
new graduate course was introduced.

Wager died very suddenly on 20 November 1965 at the relatively early age of sixty-one.

In 1934 Wager married PhyHis Margaret Worthington, who achieved a notable first’ in accompanying
him to East Greenland on the 1935-1936 expedition, which he led; she and her sister-in-law (Hal
Wager’s wife Kit) became the first British women to over-winter there.

Wager was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1946. He received many medals and
honours: the Polar Medal 1933, the Mungo Park Medal of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society
1936, the Bigsby Medal of the Geological Society of London 1945, the Spendiarov Prize of the
International Geological Congress 1948 and the Lyell Medal of the Geological Society of London
1962.

Wager, a reticent man, answered to several names. His given name, Lawrence, was used by his
immediate family and less generally by university colleagues; more formal colleagues of an earlier
generation preferred the surname Wager; in his department he was ‘Prof' or ‘LRW'’; Oxbridge and
mountaineering friends of the 1920s and 1930s use the affectionate ‘Waggers' characteristic of the
period; more confusingly, his brother-in-law E.B. Worthington bestowed on him the name ‘Bill’,
originally to be used on his Morris Dancing excursions, and this became his most usual name for the
rest of his life among both family and friends, although Wager apparently regretted it. For a time, at
Reading, he was nicknamed ‘George’, but this was a short-lived complication.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The material is presented as shown in the List of Contents. It covers the period 1904-1985. In
addition to the description of the material given below, fuller introductory matter may be found at the
beginning of most of the sections.

Section A, Biographical and personal, includes a little material from Wager's schooldays and his
early notebooks of natural history and geological observations. His later appointments and
applications for posts are also recorded. There is relatively little documentation for the later part of
his career. Of interest are the annotated memorabilia of his clubs and societies, the careful account
books from early days, and the thoughtful reflections on self-discipline and purpose, written on odd
scraps of paper, which add an extra dimension to a controlled personality.

Section B, Expeditions and research, is by far the most extensive in the collection and in addition to a
full introduction, has frequent explanatory notes. It is presented alphabetically by territory, East
Greenland being the first as well as the most important. The organisation and logistics of
expeditions, especially the 1935-1936 East Greenland expedition led by Wager, are chronicled in
detail, backed by diaries, reports and later correspondence. The field notebooks, catalogues of rock
specimens, and the investigative analysis which continued, in collaboration, for almost thirty years
are also recorded. Similar material, in somewhat less detail, is found for other areas, notably the
plutonic rocks of Rhum and Skye, and for the Himalayan Geology accomplished on the 1933 Everest
expedition. The field excursions for students at Reading, Durham and Oxford Universities are also
included.

Section C, University of Reading, is relatively short, coinciding as it did with Wager’'s main period of

exploration and later of war service. The material consists of lecture and teaching notes.

Section D, University of Durham, also consists mainly of teaching material, though it also includes
Wager’s notes and idea in preparation for his first professorial appointment.

Section E, University of Oxford, is concerned almost entirely with the research and teaching of the
Department of Geology and Mineralogy. It includes documentation of the Geological Age and
Isotope Research Group (GAIR) that Wager established for the study of geochronology and
geochemistry and in which a new graduate course in geochemistry was introduced.

Section F, Research topics, is a short section since most of Wager's research notes and data are
dispersed through the collection: the petrographic descriptions and analyses are in Section B, while
research undertaken for an important paper or lecture may be included in Sections G and H. Section
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F includes documentation of a wartime project on biotite and the beginnings of Wager's productive
collaboration with R.L. Mitchell on trace elements in the rocks of the Skaergaard Intrusion of East
Greenland.

Section G, Lectures, speeches and addresses, covers a wide timespan from talks given as a
schoolboy ca 1920 to 1964. They include technical lectures given in UK and abroad on all aspects of
Wager's scientific interests in layered intrusions, geochemistry and geochronology, and also many
less formal talks to non-professional audiences interested in the expeditions to Greenland and
Everest.

Section H, Publications, is of interest in showing Wager's methods of work, constantly revising and
redrafting, in his notoriously illegible pencil or ink longhand. There are drafts and correspondence
relating to Layered Igneous Rocks, Wager's major collaborative work with G.M. Brown that he did not
live to see published. Where applicable reference has been made to the Bibliography in the Memoir
of Wager by W.A. Deer (‘Lawrence Rickard Wager', Biographical Memoirs of Fellows of the Royal
Society 13 1967), a copy of which is at A.2. However, not all Wager's published works documented
in this collection are to be found in this Bibliography and this additional material has been listed in a
bibliographical note appended to the introduction of the catalogue.

Section J, Societies and organisations, is scanty but includes material covering Wager’s long service
on the Royal Society's British National Committee for Geodesy and Geophysics Vulcanology Sub-

committee.

Section K, References and recommendations, covers the period 1945-1965 and relates mainly to
academic work.

Section L, Correspondence, is not extensive but contains some personal correspondence from family
and friends including Cambridge contemporaries and acquaintances. Most of Wager's scientific

correspondence remains with the research or other matters to which it refers.
Section M, Non-textual material, is of considerable interest, containing not only photographs and
slides of Wager's expeditions but the original drawings and maps made on his early Greenland visits

in 1930-1931 and 1935-1936.

The Appendix lists personal and geological diaries 1925-1964, which currently remain in family
hands.

There is also an index of correspondents.
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

In compiling the catalogue it became evident that a significant number of Wager's publications were
not listed in the Bibliography by W.A. Deer in his Memoir of Wager. Attention is drawn in particular to
the following items.

B.90 B.301 H.2 H.32
B.143 B.408 H.3 H.60
B.261 H.4 H.66
B.264 F.14 H.5 H.67
B.265 F.30, F.31 H.14 H.81-H.83
B.284 H.15 H.88
B.285 H.1 H.16-H.21 H.97, H.98

LOCATIONS OF FURTHER MATERIAL

Letters, photographs and some personal material, and the diaries listed in the Appendix, remain in
family hands.
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SECTION A

11

BIOGRAPHICAL AND PERSONAL A.1-A.133
A1-A7 OBITUARIES AND TRIBUTES

A.8-A.67 CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

A.68-A.108 DIARIES

A.109-A.133 MISCELLANEOUS BIOGRAPHICAL ITEMS
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A1-A7

A

A2

A3

A4

A5

A6

A7

A.8-A.67

A8

12

Biographical and personal

OBITUARIES AND TRIBUTES 1966-1990

Recollections by E.A. Vincent at A.3-A.6 are photocopies kindly made
available by Professor Vincent for this collection.

C.K. Brooks: L.R. Wager and the geology of East Greenland. Geol. Soc.
Amer. Centennial Special Volume I, 1985.

W.A. Deer: Lawrence Rickard Wager. Biog. Memoirs Fs. Roy. Soc. 13,
1967.

E.A. Vincent: Memorial of Lawrence Rickard Wager, n.d. [1966].

E.A. Vincent: Some reminiscences of the Department of Geology at Durham
1946-1951, n.d. [1987].

E.A. Vincent: Geology and mineralogy at Oxford 1936-1986, April 1989.

E.A. Vincent: Some personal reminiscences of Lawrence Wager, 1990.

Miscellaneous obituaries, 1966-1967.

Photocopies, in alphabetical order by journal or source.

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS 1904-1983

Earliest notes of Wager’s infancy, kept by his mother, Adelina Wager, 1904-
1905.

Included here is a postcard sent to Wager from his mother, 1915. She died
in 1916.



L.R. Wager
NCUACS 84/5/99

A.9-A.11

A.9

A.10

A1

A.12

A.13

A.14-A16

A.14

A.15

A.16

A.17-A.24

A7

13

Biographical and personal

Hebden Bridge School notebooks.

‘Nature Study 1914-1915".

‘Physics 1916-1917".

‘Physics 1917-1918".

‘School Reports 1914 - 1923".
Hebden Bridge United District Secondary School, 1914, 1917-1918, 1919-
1920; Oueen’s Royal College, Port of Spain, Trinidad, July 1919; Leeds

Grammar School 1920, 1922, 1923, also Leeds Grammar School General
Paper 1922.

Sketches and greetings cards by Wager, 1917 (snow scene), 1920 (West
Indies scenes) for Wager's father.

Leeds Grammar School

Notes and drawings on rocks and mines in the area of Arncliffe, Littondale,
Yorkshire, with a later manuscript note by Wager ‘From my very early
Arncliffe note book’.

Journal entries of ‘Xmas holidays 1922-23'.

Essays at Leeds Grammar School on scientific, general and descriptive
topics. Two only dated 1921, 1923.

University of Cambridge

Letter from Pembroke College, 16 October 1922, offering an exhibition of
£80 a year, with effect from the academic year 1923.



L.R. Wager
NCUACS 84/5/99

A.18

A.19

A.20

A.21

A.22

A.23

A.24

14

Biographical and personal

Letters from M.E. Wager (father) 1923-1924 and n.d.

Letters from H.G. Wager (brother), and from H. Wager (uncle) arranging
introductions at Cambridge, 1924.

Also included here is a card of good wishes and thanks for Wager's
assistance with the Duke of York's Camp, 1923.

Letters and notes of congratulation on Wager’s first-class in Part | of his
Natural Sciences Tripos, 1925.

Two letters 1925 from S.B. Van Noorden, a Cambridge contemporary and
climbing companion who was killed in Snowdonia in 1925 (Hargreaves
p.24).

Letters from J.M. Wordie offering Wager a place on an expedition to East
Greenland planned for summer 1926.

Pembroke College clubs and societies:
The Martlets [Essay Society], 1926.

Science Society, 1925, 1928.

Cambridge University and national clubs and societies:
Climbers Club, 1925.

Cambridge University Mountaineering Club, 1926.
Sedgwick Club, 1926.

Ray Club, 1927.

Alpine Club, 1928.

Miscellaneous Cambridge items.

See also A.126.
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A.25

A.26

A.27

A.28

A.29

A.30

A.31

A.32

A.33-A.36

A.33

A.34

15

Biographical and personal

Applications for posts with Colonial Office, Nyasaland, and at the University
of Manchester, references and testimonials, 1927.

Award of Goldsmith’s Company postgraduate studentship 1927-1928,
registration as Research Student at Cambridge 1928.

Application, correspondence, appointment as Lecturer in Mineralogy and
Petrology, University of Reading 1929.

Marriage 1934, to Phyllis Margaret Worthington.

Invitation, letter from V.D. Davis who took the service.

Correspondence with G.W. Pickering and others, on feverish illness from
which Wager suffered March-May 1935. No satisfactory diagnosis was
made. (Hargreaves p.55).

Award of ‘a moiety of the Lyell Geological Fund’ of the Geological Society of
London, 1935.

Award of the Mungo Park Medal for 1936, by the Royal Scottish
Geographical Society.

Election to Council, Royal Geographical Society 1940.

War Service, 1940-1943.

Correspondence, notes, arrangements to talk to Friends' Ambulance Unit on

warm gear and clothing in Arctic conditions, January 1940.

Correspondence, January-August 1940, on war work.
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A.35

A.36

A.37, A.38

A.37

A.38

A.39-A.43

A.39

16

Biographical and personal

A possible appointment in naval intelligence did not develop, but in May
1940 Wager was offered a commission in the Photographic Development
Unit of R.A.F. Intelligence. His period of service began officially in August
1940.

Included here is a note of Wager's Sc.D. degree awarded in absentia in
Cambridge 1941.

Certificate of Mention in Despatches 1943.
Leaving party and memorabilia 1943.

Official letter of discharge 1944. See also A.39.

Miscellaneous letters and items at end of war, possible future of Unit,
reunions etc.

Application for the Regius Chair of Geology, University of Edinburgh, 1942-
1943.

Correspondence with colleagues requesting information and advice about
the chair, other candidates, referees, etc. Includes many drafts by Wager
and his notes on the situation regarding forthcoming vacancies in university
chairs, November 1942 - January 1943.

Manuscript and typescript drafts, and final version of Wager's application for
the chair, list of publications and testimonials, January 1943.

University of Durham, 1943-1949.

See also Section D.

Correspondence with colleagues and officials, 1943-1944.

Includes some reference to the Edinburgh chair (see A.37, A.38), Wager's
appointment at Durham and the negotiations for his release from the R.A.F.
His formal application for release and an appeal by the university were
turned down, but a personal intervention by the Vice-Chancellor, Lord
Eustace Percy, to the Secretary of State for Air, Sir Archibald Sinclair, was
successful in obtaining an initial six months leave of absence.

s
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A.40

A.d1, A.42

A41

A.42

A.43

A.44, A 45

A.44

A.45

A.46

17

Biographical and personal

Also included are Wager's own question-and-answer notes for his interview,
his resignation from the University of Reading and his resignation of his
commission in May 1944,

Correspondence and papers on the appointment of a Lecturer in Geology at
Durham, 1943.

F.H. Stewart was appointed.

Letters and cards of congratulation to Wager on his appointment at Durham,
1943-1944.

A-0.

R - W, first-name and unidentified signatures.

Miscellaneous shorter correspondence, 1944-1949.

Award of the Bigsby Medal, 1945,
The Bigsby Medal of the Geological Society of London is awarded biennially
to geologists under 45.

Notification of award, correspondence with the President, Geological Society
(W.G. Fearnsides), Wager's own résumé of his work, official account and
Wager's reply.

Letters of congratulation.

Offer to Wager to accept appointment to the Yates-Goldsmid Chair of
Geology, University College London, 1945.

Letters and discussions with colleagues, November to December 1945,
when Wager decided to remain at Durham.
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A.47-A.50

A.47

A.48-A.50

A.48

A.49

A.50

A.51, A52

A.51

A.52

A.53

A.54-A.63

A.54

18

Biographical and personal

Election to Fellowship of the Royal Society, 1946.

Formal notification of election March 1946, and arrangements for admission,
list of publications (to 1940), brief note of election to the Council of Royal
Society 1956.

Letters and cards of congratulation, a few with drafts for reply.

A-F.

S - W., first-name and unidentified signatures.

Correspondence and papers relating to the Chair of Geology at the
University of Glasgow, June-August 1946.

Wager's draft letters, and his many notes and deliberations, indicate his
difficulty in reaching a decision. A brief account is in Hargreaves pp. 93-94.

Correspondence and drafts.

Wager's notes and thoughts about Durham and Glasgow.

Award of the Spendiarov Prize, awarded at the 18th International Geological
Congress Final Meeting, 1 September 1948.

Letters of congratulation, a few with replies.

Chair of Geology, University of Oxford, 1950.

See also Section E.

Correspondence and papers, March-April 1950.
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A.55

A.56-A.59

A.56

A.57

A.58

A.59

A.60

A.61

A.62

A.63

19

Biographical and personal

Wager had apparently not seen the advertisement for the Oxford Chair and
learned of it only on 29 March, two days before the closing date of 31 March.
After hurried contact with referees, his application (a copy of which is
enclosed) was sent in on 5 April.

Correspondence, April-May 1950.
Includes letter of appointment 19 April, arrangements for a first visit to the

Oxford Department and to University College where Wager became ex
officio a Fellow.

Letters of congratulation, a few with replies.

A-G.

S - W, and unidentified.

Correspondence and papers, with colleagues and staff at Oxford;
arrangements for visits, information on departmental staff, apparatus and
facilities, financial estimates, May - July 1950.

Miscellaneous notes by Wager on the Oxford Department.

Miscellaneous shorter correspondence on apparatus and furniture for the
Department.

‘Progress of Geology’. Miscellaneous notes, drafts, references, perhaps for
lecture or lectures on the history of geology at Oxford, the teaching of
geology and its relations to other sciences, geochemistry etc. n.d. but
probably related to the Oxford Chair.
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A.64

A.65

A.66

A.67

A.68-A.108

A.68

A.69

A.70

A71-A.77

A.71

A.72

A.73

A.74

20

Biographical and personal

Correspondence relating to Wager's sabbatical leave in 1959, spent mainly
in Switzerland. Includes correspondence with colleagues continuing to
1961.

Award of the Lyell Medal of Geological Society of London, 1962.

One letter only.

Election as foreign member, Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and
Letters, 1963.

Correspondence and papers on the award of the Wager Prize for
Volcanological Research, to commemorate Wager's work, 1973-1983.

DIARIES 1914-1965

1914. Also includes two pages torn from diary for January 1916.

Memorandum book (hardly used) 1915.

1924.

Cambridge University pocket diaries, 1922-1930.

1922-1923.

1924-1925.

1925-1926.

1926-1927.
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A.75

A.76

AT77

A.78-A.85

A.78

A.79

A.80

A.81

A.82

A.83

A.84

A.85

A.86

A.87-A.91

A.87

21

Biographical and personal

1927-1928.

1928-1929.

1929-1930.

University of Reading Students’ Union diaries, 1931-1940.

1931-1932.

1932-1933.

1933-1934.

1934-1935.

1936-1937.

1937-1938.

1938-1939.

1939-1940.

R.A.F. diary 1942.

Small Boots’ Co. pocket diaries, 1945-1949.

1945.
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Biographical and personal
A.88 1946.
A.89 1947.
A.90 1948.
A.91 1949.
A.92 Letts diary 1949.
A.93 University of Durham diary, 1949-1950.
A.94-A.108 Oxford University pocket diaries, 1950-1966.
A.94 1950-1951.
A.95 1951-1952.
A.96 1952-1953.
A.97 1953-1954.
A.98 1954-1955.
A.99 1955-1956.

A.100 1956-1957.
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Biographical and personal

A.101 1957-1958.
A.102 1958-1950.
A.108 1959-1960.
A.104 1960-1961.
A.105 1961-1962.
A.106 1962-19683.
A.107 1964-1965.
A.108 1965-1966.
A.109-A.133 MISCELLANEOUS BIOGRAPHICAL ITEMS 1921-1963

A.109-A.115 Passports and personal documentation
A.116-A.118 Address books

A.119-A.123  Accounts

A.124-A.128 Clubs and societies

A.129-A.133 Thoughts and reflections
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A.109-A.115

A.109-A.112

A.109

A110

A.111

A.112

A.113, A.114

A.115

A.116-A.118

A.116

A.117

A.118

A.119-A.123

A119

A.120

24

Biographical and personal

Passports and personal documentation 1932-1962

Passports, 1932-1962.

1932.

1942.

1961.

1962.

Driving Licences.

Club Alpin Francais.

Address books

Thumb-index unbound address list, perhaps from Cambridge period, n.d.

Address book, Reading period.

Address book for despatch of reprints, Oxford period.

Accounts 1921-1960

Small account book, Hebden Bridge Secondary School. Some dates, 1921,

1922.

Small account book, Pembroke College Cambridge.
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A.121

A.122

A.128

A.124-A.128

A.124, A125

A.124

A.125

A.126

A.127

A.128

A.129-A.133

A.129

25

Biographical and personal

Small bank account book, 1935-1940.

Small bank account book, 1930-1960.

Miscellaneous bills and accounts of personal interest. Various dates 1923-
1934.

Clubs and societies ca 1924-1963

Arctic Club

Annual Dinner menus, almost all with signatures of members and guests,
some with seating plans. Various dates 1932-1963.

Correspondence about membership, guests, attendance, arrangements for
Arctic Club Dinners, especially 1952 when the Dinner was held in Brasenose
College Oxford and Wager was President. 1952-1964

Cambridge University Mountaineering Club. Lists of Officers, members,
meetings cards. Not all dated, ca 1924-1940.

Miscellaneous commemorative dinner menus, many signed and with seating
plans. Various dates 1933-1961.

Miscellaneous items relating to folk and Morris dancing. Various dates
1928-1934.

Thoughts and reflections

Hard-backed exercise book. Used for drafts and thoughts on the philosophy
of science, influence of science on modern thought, scientific method,
metaphysics etc. n.d. but references are made to work published in 1921.
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Biographical and personal

A.130 Small pocket notebook. Used for quotations, reflections and ideas on
science, art and philosophy. Includes accounts of discussions with
Cambridge contemporaries, and of lectures attended 1926.

A.131 Miscellaneous short notes on philosophy of science.

A.132 Personal reflections, self-guidance, prayer, many on small pieces of paper
and undated.

They include Wager's reflections on the effect of his mother's death in 1916
when he was twelve, his thoughts on mountaineering with E.E. Shipton,
religious ideas and a ‘Child’s Prayer’ for his family 1945.

A.133 Poems.

Brief accounts of mountaineering.
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SECTION B EXPEDITIONS AND RESEARCH B.1-B.478

This is by far the most extensive section in the collection and within it East Greenland occupies the
major part.

Wager's first Arctic expedition, begun only a few months after his 1929 appointment at the University
of Reading, was as a member of the British Arctic Air Route Expedition (BAARE), led by H.G. (‘Gino’)
Watkins, in 1930-1931 (B.1-B.21). The purpose of the expedition was to reconnoitre a possible air
route across the Greenland Ice Cap, requiring mapping, surveying and meteorological observations.
For Wager, it was in addition the occasion of his discovery of the ‘Skaergaard Intrusion’, which he
first observed from the deck of the Quest on the voyage from base camp at Angmagssalik to
Kangerdlugssuag. He immediately recognised its geological importance as a classic example of a
layered intrusion, and, beginning during the expedition itself, as can be seen from his diaries and
future planning notes, he made its exploration and study the primary aim of his future research
career.

Further expeditions to East Greenland followed, in 1932, 1934, 1935-1936 and 1953; another had
been planned for 1966-1967 in which Wager himself did not live to participate.

Analysis of the East Greenland rocks began in 1933. Laboratory research into age, structure and
tectonics, and geochemistry, drawing on increasingly sophisticated methods, was pursued by Wager
and his assistants throughout his life, accompanied by a stream of publications and lectures. His
interest in British Tertiary Igneous rocks, particularly the layered intrusions of Rhum and Skye, is
documented in frequent expeditions to Scotland, and subsequent research (B.347-B.391). Additional
shorter expeditions to South Africa (B.392-B.404) and the West Indies in 1959 (B.405-B.415)
provided further material. Wager's major book Layered Igneous Rocks, written in collaboration with
G.M. (Sir Malcolm) Brown, appeared posthumously in 1967.

Wager's participation in the 1933 expedition to Mount Everest, and in the final (unsuccessful) assault
on the summit (B.253-B.307) made him a national figure, yet was in some sense a distraction from
his layered intrusion research. He put the expedition to maximum geological use, however, by
acquiring specimens and by studying in particular the mechanism of the rise of the Himalayan range
and the river drainage systems.

The surviving material for all these expeditions may include: preliminary planning, organisation,
funding, personnel, equipment and transport; diaries, field notebooks and rock catalogues; research
notes and notebooks; reports; publications and lectures; correspondence both preceding and
following the expedition. The proportions and extent of the material varies. Expeditions of which
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Expeditions and research

Wager was the leader or joint leader, notably those of 1935-1936 and 1953, carry an exceptionally
full and interesting record of all aspects of the careful organisation involved. Shorter expeditions, or
those where he was not leading or bearing primary responsibility, are proportionately less extensive.

Wager's acknowledged experience in the Arctic and elsewhere led to his being regularly consulted

on proposed expeditions by others. Material of this kind is retained at B.456-B.474.

Maps, photographs and other non-textual material are in Section M.

Wager's personal diaries written on expeditions are listed in the Appendix. They currently remain in

family hands.

The material is presented as follows:

B.1-B.252

B.253-B.307

B.308-B.346

B.347-B.391

B.392-B.404

B.405-B.415

B.416-B.441

B.442-B.455

B.456-B.474

B.475-B.478

EAST GREENLAND

EVEREST 1933

IRELAND

SCOTLAND

SOUTH AFRICA

WEST INDIES

YORKSHIRE

MISCELLANEOUS EXCURSIONS

ADVICE AND CORRESPONDENCE

MISCELLANEOUS ROCK CATALOGUES
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B.1-B.252

B.1-B.21
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Expeditions and research

EAST GREENLAND 1930-1965

B.1-B.21 BRITISH ARCTIC AIR ROUTE EXPEDITION
(BAARE) 1930-1931

B.22-B.36 SCORESBY SOUND COMMITTEE’S SECOND
EAST GREENLAND EXPEDITION 1932

B.37 CHARCOT POURQUOI PAS? EXPEDITION 1934

B.38-B.120 BRITISH EAST GREENLAND EXPEDITION
(BEGE) 1935-1936

B.121-B.146 EAST GREENLAND GEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION
(EGGE) 1953

B.147 BRITISH EAST GREENLAND GEOLOGICAL
EXPEDITION 1966-1967

B.148-B.181 EAST GREENLAND ROCK CATALOGUES

B.182-B.252 EAST GREENLAND RESEARCH

BRITISH ARCTIC AIR ROUTE EXPEDITION 1930-1955

(BAARE) 1930-1931

In January 1930 Wager was actively considering joining an expedition to
Spitsbergen with Meredith Jackson (see B.1). Later that month, however, he
received an invitation from H.G. (‘Gino’) Watkins to join his British Arctic Air
Route Expedition as geologist (B.2). Wager consented immediately, sailing
with the party in July 1930 on the Quest. He contributed to the team’s work
in mapping and surveying, and also as a climber leading an attempt to climb
Mont Forel, the highest peak then known in the Arctic. His own career
received its definitive direction though the discovery and pioneer survey of
the plutonic centres of the Skaergaard Intrusion and surrounding area of the
East Greenland coast. Most of his subsequent expeditions to Greenland
and elsewhere, and the resulting research and publications, derive from this
discovery.

s
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B.1-B.10

B.1

B.2

B.3

B.4

30

Expeditions and research

Of some interest is a short sequence of correspondence from Watkins about
a proposed expedition to the Antarctic that he hoped Wager would join (B.4).
In the event, Watkins drowned during an Arctic expedition in the summer of
1932; a reference to his Antarctic proposal is quoted by Hargreaves p.38.

A register of meteorological observations kept by Wager during the
expedition is at Appendix App. 9.

B.1-B.10 Organisation and arrangements

B.11-B.13 Later correspondence

B.14-B.19 Letters and diaries

B.20, B.21 Press cuttings

Organisation and arrangements 1930-1933, 1955

Correspondence on proposed journey to Spitsbergen with Meredith Jackson.
Advice, information etc., January - February 1930.

The first letter is dated 13 January, thus antedating the correspondence from
Watkins. A letter from Jackson of 3 February begins ‘Please don't feel that
you're backing out of anything’.

Correspondence with Watkins, 1930-1931.

These letters (incoming only) are all manuscript and not fully dated; the year
is rarely given and the month is abbreviated sometimes to an initial letter.

Watkins's first letter dated 19 January invites Wager to join the expedition
‘for the purpose of investigating the possibilities of an air route between
Canada and England via Faroe Islands, Iceland, Greenland, Baffin Land,
Hudson Bay and Winnipeg'. Wager seems to have replied favourably at
once (letter of 20 January) and given a firm commitment by 5 February. The
correspondence continues with detailed arrangements and includes radio
messages, February 1931, on pick-up by aeroplane.

Draft agreement.

The aims are here given as ‘to explore in Greenland and elsewhere Arctic
Air Routes’.

Letters from Watkins on proposed Antarctic expedition, ‘Dec. 21st [1931],
‘Jan. 3rd’, ‘J. 27th’ [1932].
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B.5

B.6

B.7

B.8

B.9

B.10

B.11-B.13

B.11

B.12

31

Expeditions and research

Leave of absence from the University of Reading, July 1930 - August 1931.

Wager's manuscript letter of application for leave details the aims of the
expedition with special reference to geology.

Correspondence with University of Cambridge re award of grant from the
Worts Fund, and deferral of Wager’s dissertation until after the expedition.

Correspondence with Royal Society re grants made to Wager for ‘an
investigation of the reconnaissance geology of East Greenland’ (1930) and
‘the study of petrological results of British Arctic Air Route Expedition to
Greenland’ (1931), 1930-1933.

Miscellaneous correspondence 1930-1931.

Information, messages of good luck etc.

Lists compiled by Wager.
Includes ‘List to be taken by first in ice cap expedition Aug. 9 1930, list for

‘Coast Journey (Motor Boat)’, list of 68 photographs taken during expedition,
notes for lectures (kept with above, no indication when given).

Miscellaneous items.

Includes copy of Wager's certificate of medical fitness; notes on methods of
rock collection; Christmas 1930 dinner menu (signed by team members);
humorous poem ‘Living on the country’' by J.M. Scott, 1931.

Also included here is a menu of the The Quest Dinner' commemorating 25th
anniversary of the sailing, held 6 July 1955. See also L.15.

Later correspondence 1931-1949

Award of the Polar Medal 1932.

Correspondence from colleagues 1931-1934.

Includes letter from A. Courtauld on proposed memorial for Watkins, dated 9
October, no year, probably 1932.
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B.13

B.14-B.19

B.14

B.15

B.16, B.17

B.16

B.17

B.18

B.19

B.20, B.21

B.20

32

Expeditions and research

Correspondence with J.M. Scott re biographical articles he was preparing for
Encyclopaedia Arctica, 1949.

Includes draft for the entry on Wager describing all his expeditions to date

(Everest, later East Greenland). Wager arranged to have the diary of his ice
cap journey typed out to help Scott (see B.16-B.18).

Letters and diaries 1930-1931

Manuscript drafts by Wager for ‘messages by wireless’ of greeting and
news, and of three letters to ‘Auntie Winifred' (Winifred Wager).

Exercise book of copies of letters and telegrams sent by Wager to his father.
Letters run July - October 1930; telegrams are Christmas greetings
(undated) and March 1931. See also B.20.

On a separate paper is a copy of a Times article May 1931 on the search for
A. Courtauld who had spent the winter alone on the ice cap. See also B.21.

Typescript copies of Wager's ‘Diary of Ice Cap Journey’, made for J.M. Scott
(see B.13 and Appendix, App. 9 and 10).

Vol. I. 26 October - 29 November 1930.

Vol. Il. 30 November - 20 December 1930.

Typescript copy of ‘General Diary’ 14 August - 8 September 1930.

Manuscript ‘Duplicate diary of Ice Cap Journey’ 25 October - 5 November
1930.

Press cuttings

Exercise book kept by Wager's father, with pasted-in press cuttings,
communiqués, etc also including copy of Wager's letter of 8 August 1930
(Additional to those at B.15).

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































