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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received from Mr David Paget Thomson, grandson, in August 1997 and December
1999.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF SIR JOSEPH JOHN THOMSON

Joseph John Thomson was born in Cheetham Hill, Manchester on 18 December 1856. His father,
Joseph James Thomson, was an antiquarian bookseller and publisher and his mother Emma
Thomson (née Swindells) came from a branch of the local Vernon family who owned a cotton
spinning company. Thomson was originally intended for an engineering apprenticeship. However,
because of a long waiting list, he enrolled at Owens College in Manchester in 1871 (later University
of Manchester) where he studied engineering, mathematics, physics and chemistry. Thomson had
given up any thought of a career in engineering by the time he left Owens College in 1876. His

ambition was to carry out original research.

In 1876 Thomson was awarded an Entrance Scholarship to Trinity College, Cambridge. In 1880 he

graduated from the Mathematical Tripos as Second Wrangler. After graduation Thomson stayed in
Cambridge. He was made a Fellow of Trinity in 1880. It was at this stage that he decided to

concentrate on physics and began experimental work at the Cavendish Laboratory under Lord
Rayleigh. In 1881 Thomson published his first major paper in the Philosophical Magazine showing
that an electrified sphere, by acting as a current when it moves, would have an extra mass as a

result of its charge. This theory was the first hint of a connection between mass and energy.

Thomson was appointed a Lecturer at Trinity College in 1883 and in 1884 he succeeded Lord
Rayleigh as Professor of Experimental Physics at the Cavendish Laboratory. Under his direction the
Cavendish Laboratory entered an era of new scientific discovery and became the leading
experimental laboratory of physics in the scientific world. Thomson’s fame attracted a succession of
brilliant young men including E. Rutherford, J.S.E. Townsend and J.A. McClelland. Thomson held
this post for 34 years.

Thomson continued research work on electric discharge through gases; he retained an interest in

this line of experimentation for the rest of his life. However, it was overshadowed by his discovery of
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the electron. On 30 April 1897 Thomson gave the first public announcement of his discovery of the
electron in a lecture at the Royal Institution. Thomson’s discovery was based on the theory that a

cathode ray particle is more than one thousand times lighter than the lightest chemical atom and a
universal constituent of matter. This ground-breaking discovery opened up the field of subatomic

physics to experimental investigation.

In 1905 Thomson turned his attention away from cathode rays towards positive rays and in 1912
Thomson and his research assistant F.W. Aston discovered isotopes of neon, the first non-

radioactive isotopes to be identified.

During the First World War Thomson was advisor to various government departments. He was also
a member of the Board of Invention and Research, which was set up in July 1915 by Arthur Balfour,
who was then First Lord of the Admiralty, to organise the science of the country for war.

In 1918 Thomson was appointed Master of Trinity College, Cambridge. He resigned from the
Cavendish Professorship and was succeeded by Rutherford. However he was appointed to an
honorary professorship by the University, which enabled him to continue his researches in the
Cavendish Laboratory. He held the Mastership until his death in 1940.

Thomson became a leading spokesman for science in this period and was a member of the
University Grants Committee (1919-1923) and the Committee on Science in the Educational System
of Great Britain. He also played an important part in the formation of the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research, which was set up in 1919. Thomson remained on its advisory council until

1927.

During his career Thomson was President of the Cambridge Philosophical Society 1894, and
President of Section A of the British Association, 1896 and 1931. In 1909 Thomson also acted as
President of the British Association for the Advancement of Science at its annual meeting which was

held in Winnipeg, Canada.

In 1884 Thomson was elected Fellow of the Royal Society. He received all the Royal Society medals
for which he was eligible (Royal 1894, Hughes 1902, Copley 1914, Albert 1915), and served as
President between 1915 and 1920. In 1906 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics for his
theoretical and experimental investigations of the passage of electricity through gases. He received
a Knighthood in 1908 and the Order of Merit in 1912. Thomson received many other honours for his

contribution to science. He was honorary member of the Royal Soéiety of Medicine, London, 1919,
the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, 1922, Institution of Civil Engineers, 1925. He was also President
of the Junior Institution of Electrical Engineers, 1910, and Honorary Professor of Physics at the Royal
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Institution. He also received many honorary degrees including those from Oxford, Géttingen, Oslo,
Dublin, St. Andrews, Athens and Baltimore.

Thomson married Rose Paget, daughter of Sir George Paget, Regius Professor of Physic at
Cambridge, in 1890. They had two children, George Paget Thomson and Joan Paget Thomson.
G.P. Thomson was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1937.

Thomson died 30 August 1940.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The material in this collection covers the period 1836-1956. It is presented in eight sections in the

order given in the list of contents.

Section A, Biographical, covers the period 1874-1956. The material includes biographical profiles,
certificates, press cuttings, photographs and invitations. Correspondence and papers used by Lord
Rayleigh in the preparation of his biography of Thomson The Life of Sir J. J. Thomson O.M.
sometime master of Trinity College, Cambridge (Cambridge, 1942) can be found at A.23-A.31.
A.110-A.143 includes press cuttings on Thomson's lectures and reviews of his publications.
Certificates are at A.72-A.103.

Section B, Family and personal, is the largest in the collection and spans the period 1836-1952. The
bulk of the material consists of family and personal correspondence sent to members of the
Thomson and Paget families between 1872 and 1952. This correspondence has been arranged by
recipient, thus for example, letters from Thomson to his wife are to be found in Lady Thomson's
correspondence at B.45-B.53 rather than in that of Thomson himself (B.1-B.6). There is significant
correspondence sent to Thomson, 1873-1940, but the largest component of the section, at B.45-
B.639, is correspondence and papers of Lady Thomson covering the period 1872-1950. This
includes family and personal correspondence received by Lady Thomson, notebooks and diaries,
and correspondence from societies and organisations. At B.640-B.679 is correspondence received
by other family members including G.P. Thomson, J.P. Thomson, F.V. Thomson and G.E. Paget.

The section also includes photographs, household accounts and a little miscellaneous material.

Section C, Trinity College, Cambridge, consists chiefly of incoming cbrrespondence sent to Thomson

as Master of Trinity College, Cambridge and covers the period 1918-1944. The bulk relates to
College matters including students, Fellows, meetings etc., but there is also business and personal

correspondence including letters of congratulations on Thomson’s installation as Master in 1918.
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The correspondence includes letters from Cambridge colleagues such as E. Rutherford, R.T.
Glazebrook, J.G. Frazer and A. Schuster. The section also includes invitations to social occasions

received by the Thomsons and replies to invitations to social events hosted by the Thomsons

between 1918 and 1938. There are also a small number of Trinity College entrance examination

papers and scripts.

Section D, Research, is very slight. It consists of a few research notes and photographs for the
period 1893 to 1934.

Section E, Societies and organisations, is also slight. It has been arranged in alphabetical order and
covers the period 1886-1930. The most significant material is that at E.10-E.28 - reports and
minutes of the Committee on Science in the Educational System of Great Britain, which Thomson
chaired between 1902 and 1920. There is also a small amount of Royal Society material.

Section F, Lectures, speeches and publications, covers the period 1876-1938. There is material on a
number of Thomson’s public lectures and speeches including lectures given at the British Association
for the Advancement of Science annual meeting in Winnipeg, Canada, 1909. A notebook at F.27
has typescript notes on lectures delivered at Cambridge by Thomson. Publications material includes
manuscript drafts of the first edition of Conduction of Electricity through Gases (Cambridge 1903)
and Rays of Positive Electricity (London 1913).

Press cuttings on Thomson'’s lectures and publications can be found at A.110-A.143.

Section G, Visits and conferences, is not extensive. The material has been arranged in chronological
order 1896-1938. It includes brief correspondence on the British Association for the Advancement of

Science annual meeting, 1909.

Section H, Correspondence, is presented in two sequences, scientific and general. The scientific
sequence includes letters from G.G. Stokes, Lord Rayleigh (4th Baron) and Lord Kelvin. The general
sequence is arranged in chronological order covering the period 1888-1938. A file of ‘Letters to JJ
from distinguished people and others’ is at H.32-H.35, which includes correspondence from Arthur
Balfour, Stanley Baldwin and Austen Chamberlain.

There is also an index of correspondents.
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LOCATION OF OTHER MATERIAL

Papers and correspondence of Sir Joseph John Thomson previously catalogued by the Unit for
Trinity College are deposited in Trinity College Cambridge. Ref: GB 0016 J.J. Thomson. Finding
aid: CSAC catalogue no. 74/4/80.

Correspondence, notebooks and papers of Sir Joseph John Thomson are deposited in Cambridge
University Library, Department of Manuscripts and University Archives. Ref: GB 0012 CUL Add
7654,

The papers and correspondence of Sir George Paget Thomson are deposited in Trinity College
Cambridge. Ref: GB 0016 G.P. Thomson. Finding aid: CSAC catalogue no. 75/5/80.
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Biographical

OBITUARY NOTICES 1940-1942

Obituary notice from Journal of Scientific Instruments, Vol. XVII, no.9,
September 1940.

Obituary notices written by friends and acquaintances of Thomson, Nature,
Vol. 146, 14 September 1940.

Reprint of obituary notice by J.A. Crowther published in the Proceedings of
the Physical Society, Vol. 53, 1941.

Offprint of obituary notice by M. de Broglie and published in Académie des
Sciences, 14 December 1942,

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 1909-1956, n.d.

Entry for Who's Who, 1909.

Collection of verses by members of the Cavendish Laboratory titled ‘The
Post-Prandial Proceedings of the Cavendish Society’, May 1911.

Article written by A. Righi re Thomson's scientific work, Nature, 6 March
1913.

Entries for the 1914, 1915 and 1917 editions of Debrett’s Peerage,
Baronetage, Knightage & Companionage.

Entry for Poggendorff biographical directory, vol. VI, 1923-1931.

1p typescript inscribed ‘Two Biographies for Beginners, Edinburgh Dec: 21
1925'. Biographical verse re the careers of Thomson and Lord Balfour.
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Biographical

Book titled ‘Post-Prandial Proceedings of the Cavendish Society’. Collection
of verses by Members of the Physics Research Society of the Cavendish
Laboratory, Cambridge, 1926.

Correspondence from the Institution of Electrical Engineers re arrangements
for the making of a film about Thomson, May, October 1934. Includes 4pp
typescript inscribed ‘Remarks to be made by Sir Joseph Thomson, O.M.,,
F.R.S. when the film of himself is made’.

See also A.28.

Biographical sketch of Sir Richard Threlfall by H.T. Tizard, January 1937.
Includes several brief references to Thomson.

Entry for Whitaker's Peerage, 1938.

Article titled 'Sir J.J. Thomson, O.M., F.R.S. A Centenary Biography/,
Discovery, December 1956.

Article by G.P. Thomson titled ‘J.J. Thomson and the Discovery of the
Electron’, Physics Today, August 1956.

Article by G.P. Thomson titled ‘Centenary of J.J. Thomson', Science, 14
December 1956.

Reprint of article by G.P. Thomson about his father, The New Scientist, 20
December 1956.

4pp carbon copy of an unidentified speech re the work of the Cavendish
Professors, 3 September 1957.

Entry for Burke's Peerage, Baronetage and Knightage, n.d.
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A.23-A.31

Biographical

14pp typescript inscribed ‘J.J. Thomson as we remember him - by G.P. and
J.P. Thomson', n.d.

See A.29 for related correspondence.

2pp manuscript copy of article in the Cambridge Review, 11 June 1896 re
Thomson’s Rede Lecture, n.d.

Biographical correspondence and papers found together. The bulk of this
material was originally assembled by Lord Rayleigh whilst writing his
biography The Life of Sir J. J. Thomson O.M. sometime master of Trinity
College, Cambridge, published in 1942 by Cambridge University Press.
There is also a little material added later by the family.

Miscellaneous correspondence and papers used in the preparation of
biography of Thomson, 1887-1943.
2 folders.

A.24 includes correspondence from Lady Thomson to Lord Rayleigh with
reminiscences about her late husband, 28 February, 4 March 1942.

Correspondence from Lord Rayleigh to Thomson's daughter Joan Charnock,
re biography, June 1941 - April 1942.

Correspondence and Memorandum of Agreement from Cambridge
University Press re the publication of Lord Rayleigh's biography, 27 October
1941 - 22 May 1942.

Correspondence between Lord Rayleigh and the Chemical Society re ‘The
Sir Joseph J. Thomson Memorial Lecture’, 20-30 October 1941.

Correspondence to Thomson'’s daughter, Joan Charnock, 1941, 1948-1952.

Includes a letter from the Institution of Electrical Engineers re a talking film
made by Thomson for their film collection, 5 April 1948. Also includes a
letter from the Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge re the acquisition of
Thomson'’s correspondence for their archives, 8 November 1951, 7 February
1952.

See also A.12.
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A32-A7T1A

Biographical

Correspondence re notes made by Joan Charnock and G.P. Thomson titled
‘J.J. Thomson as we remember him', April - May 1958.

See A.21 for a copy of the typescript.

Manuscript notes made by Lord Rayleigh whilst writing Thomson’s
biography, n.d.

1p typescript re Lord Rayleigh and the Cavendish Laboratory, n.d.

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS 1874-1940

Certificates can be found at A.72-A.1083.

Letter and testimonials re Thomson’s election as an Associate of Owen's
College, Manchester, 11-23 November 1874.

Letter from J.M. Image writing from New University Club, London to
Thomson's mother re Thomson's future success at Trinity College,
Cambridge, 30 July 1877.

Testimonials, October-December 1877.

Letter from J.H. Poynting re availability of demonstratorship at Owen’s
College, Manchester, 27 March 1879.

Letters of congratulation to Thomson’s mother on her son’'s University
examination success, 30-31 January 1880.

Testimonials, April-May 1881.
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A.d44, A45

A.46-A.48

A.50-A.52

Biographical

Letter of application and testimonials for the Chair of Applied Mathematics at
Owen's College, Manchester, May 1881.

Includes advertisement and testimonials for the Professorship of
Mathematics, King's College, London, November - December 1881.

Letter notifying Thomson of his election as Fellow of the Royal Society, 13
June 1884.

Includes a letter of application from Thomson for the Chair of Experimental
Physics, Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge, 11 December 1884, and
correspondence congratulating Thomson on obtaining the appointment, 23-
26 December 1884.

Correspondence re portraits of Thomson, 1903, 1917, 1930.

Memorabilia re Thomson’s Honorary D.Sc. from the University of Oxford, 21-
22 June 1904,

Letters of congratulations on receiving the Nobel Prize for Physics, 13
November - 22 December 1906.

2 folders.

Letters of congratulation on receiving a Knighthood, 9 November - 13
December 1908.

3 folders.

List of speeches made by Sir Oliver Lodge, Principal of the University of
Birmingham, at Honorary Degree ceremony. Includes citation for Thomson,
1909.

Letters of congratulation on receiving the Order of Merit, 7 March - 2 April
1912.

3 folders.
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Biographical

Letter of congratulation from H. Roscoe, a teacher at Owen's College,
Manchester, on Thomson's Royal Society Copley Medal, 7 December 1914.

Letter from the Admiralty inviting Thomson to become a member of the
Inventions and Research Board, 12 July 1915.

See also A.129.

Memorabilia re Thomson's installation as Master of Trinity College,
Cambridge, 5 March 1918.

See A.131 and C.1-C.10 for related material.

Memorabilia re Thomson's Honorary D.Sc. from the University of
Cambridge, 15 June 1920.

Letter informing Thomson of his election to Honorary Membership of the
Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, 31 January 1922.

Letter from the Salters’ Company enquiring whether Thomson would accept
the Honorary Freedom and Livery of the Company, 7 April 1922.

Correspondence re Thomson's Honorary Degree from the University of
Paris, France, 8-27 December 1922.

Correspondence re Thomson's election as an Honorary Member of the
Institution of Civil Engineers, 20 November - 3 December 1924.

Book of signatures from past and present workers in the Cavendish
Laboratory, presented to Thomson on his 70th birthday, December 1926.

Telegraph from Sir Robert Hadfield congratulating Thomson on receiving an
unidentified honour at the University of Paris, France, 3 June 1927.
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A.65-A.67

A.69-A.71

A.72-A.103

Biographical

Letter, invitation and certificate re Thomson's Honorary Doctor of Laws from
the University of Edinburgh, 16 - 25 October 1930.

Not used.

Letter re Thomson's acceptance of an Honorary Degree from the University
of Reading, 18 October 1935. Includes a list of proposed honorary degrees,
2 December 1935.

Letters of congratulation on Thomson's 80th birthday, 26 November - 30
December 1936.

3 folders.

Includes letter and report from the Institution of Civil Engineers re Thomson's
Kelvin Medal, 3 May 1938.

Letters of sympathy to Lady Thomson re Thomson's death, 30 August 1940
- 29 April 1941, n.d.

3 folders.

6pp typescript speech by K. Whiddington re Thomson'’s career, n.d.

CERTIFICATES 1900-1937, n.d.

A number of these awards are also documented at A.32-A.71A.

Honorary Membership of the Royal Irish Academy, Dublin, 16 March 1900.

Honorary PhD, Jagiellionian University, Cracow, [now Poland], 7 June 1900.
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Biographical

Honorary Membership of the National Academy of Sciences, USA, 22 April
1903.

Honorary Doctor of Law, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, USA, 9 June
1903.

Honorary Member of the Physico-Medical Society, Erlangen, Germany, 15
June 1903.

Honorary Membership of the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, USA, 3 April 1903.

Honorary Membership of the Academy of Science of Bologna, Italy, 17
January 1904.

Honorary Member of the Royal Academy of Science of the Netherlands, 16
May 1904.

Honorary Degree, Georg-August-University, Géttingen, Germany, December
1905.

Honorary Doctor of Laws degree, University of Aberdeen, September 1906.

Honorary Membership of the Royal Bavarian Academy of Science, Munich,
Germany, 13 July 1907.

Certificate re Thomson's election as President of the Junior Institution of
Electrical Engineers, 5 May 1910.

Honorary Membership of the Natural Science Society, Russia, 13 October
1911.

Honorary Membership of the Societa Reale di Napoli, Italy, 31 August 1911.
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A.86, A.86A

Biographical

Honorary Degree, St Andrew’s University, 14 September 1911.

2 ceriificates.

Honorary DSc, Royal Society of Science, Géttingen, Germany, December
1911.

Certificate presented to Thomson by the Rice Institute at the opening of a
new University in Houston, Texas, 10-12 October 1912.

Honorary Membership of the Académie Royale de Belgique, 6 July 1919.

Honorary member of Royal Society of Medicine, London, 16 December
1919.

Honorary Membership of the Royal Society of Science, ?Denmark, 9 April
1920.

Franklin Gold Medal, the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA,
4 January 1922,

See also A.133.

Honorary Membership of the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
USA, 18 January 1922.

Certificate of Admission to the Freedom of the Company of Salters, 1 June
1922.

Honorary Degree, University of Paris, France, December 1922.

John Scott Medal and Premium presented to Thomson by the University of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the American Philosophical Society and the
National Academy of Sciences, USA, ‘for his work on the Physics of the
electron’, 14 March 1923.
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Biographical

Honorary D.Sc., University of Pennsylvania, USA, 1923.

Diploma presented to Thomson at the British Empire Exhibition in
appreciation of his services to Arts, Science and Industry in the British
Empire, 1924.

Honorary Membership of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 2 March 1925.

Faraday Medal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 22 January 1925.

Certificate presented to Thomson by the Physical Society of McGill
University, Montreal, Canada, in celebration of his 70th Birthday, 18
December 1926.

Honorary D.Sc., University of London, 1931.

Certificate from the Bavarian Academy of Science, Germany, congratulating
Thomson on his 80th Birthday, 18 December 1936.

Honorary Doctor of Laws, University of Edinburgh, ca 1930.

Honorary Degree, Athens, Greece, 19 April 1937.

Honorary D.Sc., Columbia University, New York, USA, n.d.
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A.104-A.109

Biographical

‘J.J. ON EDUCATION’ 1918-1940, n.d.

The material below was found together and was given the title ‘J.J. on
Education’ by Lord Rayleigh whilst writing his biography of Thomson The
Life of Sir J. J. Thomson O.M. sometime master of Trinity College,
Cambridge. Thomson was a member of the University Grants Committee
and was a supporter of university education for women.

See A.120 for press cuttings re Thomson's interest in Education.

Correspondence re the financial needs of university education, 1918-1941.

Includes correspondence between Thomson and A. N. Chamberlain re
Thomson’s resignation as a member of the University Grants Committee, 27
October 1923.

9pp manuscript ?copy of newspaper articles which appeared in The Times
on the question of university education for women, 4 - 8 December 1920.
Written in Thomson’s hand.

Material re an address given by Thomson to Liverpool College at their
Speech Day, 27-28 November 1928.

Untitled 14pp manuscript of lecture beginning ‘The object of the meeting
which we are inaugurating...’. Inscribed on back ‘Inaugural Discourse to
Summer School of Extra-Mural Studies 1930 or possibly 19147’

Untitled 3pp manuscript of lecture beginning ‘As | have been examining for
these scholarships for fifty years...". Inscribed on back ‘This is part of the BA
address of 1931,

Correspondence from G.H. Hardy re the Education Committee, 1940, n.d.
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A.110-A.143

Biographical

PRESS CUTTINGS 1888-1956, n.d.

The material below has been presented in chronological order and covers
the period 1888-1956. Includes press cuttings re Thomson's lectures and
publications.

Reviews of Applications of Dynamics to Physics and Chemistry, 1888.

Reviews of Recent Researches in Electricity and Magnetism, 1892-1894.

Includes reviews of the first edition of Elements of the Mathematical Theory
of Electricity and Magnetism, 1894-1897.

Includes press cuttings re Thomson's 1901 Royal Institution Lecture titled
‘The existence of bodies smaller than atoms’, 1900-1902.

Article re Thomson's Hodgkins Gold Medal, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington DC, USA, lllustrated Scientific News, p.38, December 1902.

Includes press cuttings reporting Thomson's acceptance of the post of head
of the Department of Physics at Columbia University, New York, USA, 1903.

Includes reviews of Conduction of Electricity through Gases, 1904.

Reviews of the third edition of Elements of the Mathematical Theory of
Electricity and Magnetism, 1905,

Includes press cuttings re Thomson'’s Nobel Prize for Physics, 1906.

Includes press cuttings re Thomson'’s nomination as President of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science and Thomson's Knighthood,
1907-1911.
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Biographical

Press cuttings re Thomson's interest in education, 1907-1928, n.d.

Article by A. Wood titled ‘The Cavendish Laboratory and Sir J.J. Thomson,
F.R.S.", Knowledge and Scientific lllustrated News', January 1909.

Articles re the Annual Meeting of the British Association for the
Advancement of Science, Manitoba Free Press, August - September 1909.

See G.6.

Article re Thomson titled ‘Our Portrait’, The Gownsman, p.17, 21 October
1909.

Press cuttings re Thomson's Order of Merit, January - November 1912.

Article titled “The new recipient of the Order of Merit: Professor Sir Joseph
John Thomson, O.M., F.R.S.", The lllustrated London News, 23 March 1912,

Includes press cuttings re Thomson's discovery of two new air gases,
January - September 1913.

Reviews of Rays of Positive Electricity and their Application to Chemical
Analyses, January - October 1914,

Article titled ‘An Empire’s Wishes for 1915’, The Daily Chronicle, 1 January
1915.

Includes comments by Thomson.

Includes press cuttings re the British Inventions Board, May - November
1915.

Thomson was a leading member of the Central Committee.
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Biographical

Includes press cuttings re Thomson's Royal Institution Lecture titled
‘Radiations from Atoms and Electrons’ 1916-1917.

Press cuttings re Thomson's appointment as Master of Trinity College,
Cambridge, February - September 1918.

See A.54, C.1-C.10 for related material.

1919-1921.

Includes press cuttings re Thomson's Franklin Gold Medal from The Franklin
Institute, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, 27 July 1922.

See also A.91.

Includes press cuttings re Thomson's Fison Memorial Lecture on ‘The
Structure of Light' which he delivered on 7 May 1925 at Guy's Hospital
Medical School, London. 1923-1927.

See also C.56, C.61 and F.21.

Press cuttings re Thomson's Founders’ Memorial Lecture ‘Beyond the
Electron’ which he delivered at Girton College, Cambridge on 3 March 1928.

See F.17 for manuscript of lecture.

Reviews of the third edition of Conduction of Electricity through Gases,
1929.

Articles re the Fourth National Lecture, The Listener, 22 January 1930.

Article in World-Radio Dominion and Foreign Programmes: The Official
Foreign and Technical Journal of the BBC, p.130, 24 January 1930.

1930-1931.
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Biographical

Press cuttings re the University of Cambridge's Clerk Maxwell Centenary
Celebrations, October 1931 - January 1932.

Includes reviews of Thomson's book of reminiscences Recollections and
Reflections. 1933-1938.

1943-1956.

Collins’ Midget Diary, 1909.

A.145-A.152 FINANCIAL 1878-1936

Two receipts inscribed ‘Mr J.J. Thomson's Account with Mr Image’, 1878.

Account book inscribed on front cover ‘Joseph J. Thomson Esg.’, 1880-
1889.

Household receipts, 1880-1904.

Receipts 1895.

Receipts from the Manchester Stock Exchange, 1896.

Fire Assurance Policy, 1897.
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A.153-A.160

Biographical

Correspondence re Super-tax, Income Tax, and Stocks and Shares, 1916-
1924.

Correspondence re Stocks and Shares, 1930-1936.

PHOTOGRAPHS 1909-1932, n.d.

Photograph of Thomson taken on board ‘The Empress of Ireland’ on his
return from Canada, September 1909.

Photographs of Thomson taken for the Royal Society, 30 November 1921.

3 photographs.

Photograph inscribed on back ‘Tuesday, March 14th 1922 - Part of
Deputation leaving Buckingham Palace after presenting an Address from
Camb: University to H.M. the King congratulations of Princess Mary's
marriage’.

Photograph of Lord Balfour presenting Thomson with award, 27 July 1922.

Photograph inscribed ‘G.M.T. [G.M. Trevelyan] and the Master of Trinity on
the terrace at Hallington, Sept. 1932". Also includes a letter from Janet
Trevelyan to Lady Thomson re the photograph, 24 December 1932.

Photographs of Thomson as a child and as a Wrangler, n.d.

2 photographs.

Photographs of Thomson and his bust, n.d.

4 photographs.
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Biographical

Photographs of Thomson in ?the Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge, n.d.

3 photographs.

A.161-A.165 INVITATIONS 1885-1936, n.d.

Social invitations received by Thomson between 1885 and 1936. See also
C.81-C.130.

1885-1901.

1902-1908.

1906-1919.

1922-1936, n.d.

A.166-A.176 MISCELLANEOUS 1878-1956

A.166-A.168 Death notices, mostly of friends and acquaintances, 1878-1926, n.d.

1878-1899.

1900-1910.

1911-1926, n.d.
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Biographical

Material re Thomson's marriage, 2-4 January 1890.

Includes press cutting, wedding invitation and list of wedding presents.

Certificate of registry of birth, 13 March 1888, and copy of Thomson's
Baptism certificate, 16 March 1888.

Menu cards from Cavendish Research Students' Annual Dinners, 1900,
1902, 1905.

Letter inscribed ‘To my old students’ from H. Roscoe, Thomson's teacher at
Owen'’s College, Manchester, 22 April 1904.

Menu cards from Trinity College Celebrations, 1896, 1907-1914.

Letter from the Modern Historic Records Association, New York City, USA,
requesting Thomson’s autograph for their archives, 31 July 1912,

Reprint of an article titled ‘The Rayleigh Memorial', Nature, 8 December
1921. Also includes a letter from R.T. Glazebrook to Lady Thomson re the
article, n.d.

Thomson was Chairman of the Rayleigh Memorial Committee, which was
formed in 1919.

Booklet of Open Days held in the Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge, to
commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the birth of Sir J.J. Thomson,
14-15 December 1956.
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FAMILY AND PERSONAL
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B.680-B.688

B.689-B.719

B.720-B.731

CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS

PHOTOGRAPHS

ACCOUNTS

MISCELLANEOUS

B.1-B.731




J.J. Thomson
NCUACS 91/4/00

B.1-B.679

Family and personal

CORRESPONDENCE AND PAPERS 1836-1952

The bulk of this material is the correspondence and papers of Thomson's
wife Rose Elizabeth, Lady Thomson (née Paget). There is also family and
personal correspondence of Thomson himself and of other family members
including George Paget Thomson, his son, and Joan Paget Thomson, his
daughter.

The correspondence between family members is arranged by recipient, thus
letters from Thomson to his wife are to be found in the incoming
correspondence of Rose Thomson at B.45-B.53 rather than in the family
correspondence of Thomson himself (B.1-B.6).

All the correspondence is incoming; there are no copies of letters sent out.

B.1-B.44 Joseph John Thomson

B.45-B.639 Rose Elizabeth Thomson

B.640-B.679 Other family members

JOSEPH JOHN THOMSON 1873-1940, n.d.

B.1-B.31 Family correspondence

B.32-B.44 Personal correspondence

Family Correspondence 1885-1940, n.d.

B.1-B.31 consists of incoming correspondence to Thomson from members
of the Thomson and Paget families.

Rose Elizabeth Thomson (née Paget) (wife) 1891-1936, n.d.

See B.45-B.639.

1891-1899.
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Family and personal

May 1903.

Bundle of letters sent to Thomson from Rose on his journey from Liverpool
to New York, USA, May 1903. During his visit to America, Thomson spent
some time with the Reid family of Baltimore.

1907-1924.

1928-1931.

1932-1935.

1936, n.d.

George Paget Thomson (son) 1899-1940, n.d.

See also B.54-B.63 and B.640-B.656.

1899-1910.

1914-1917.

1922-1924.

1925-1927.

1928-1929.

1930-1932.
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B.21-B.24

Family and personal

1933-1935.

1936-1937.

1938-1940.

Undated correspondence.

Joan Paget Thomson (later Charnock), (daughter) 1908-1938

See also B.64A-B.64H and B.657, B.658.

Emma Thomson (née Swindells), (mother) 1885-1900, n.d.
Emma Thomson's family was a branch of the local Vernon family who
owned a cotton spinning company in Manchester. She married Joseph

James Thomson, an antiquarian bookseller. They had two sons, Joseph
John and Frederick Vernon. Emma Thomson died in 1901.

Frederick Vernon Thomson (brother) 1900-1917

See B.659-B.666.

Kathleen Buchanan Thomson (née Smith) 1924-1939, n.d.

Kathleen was Thomson's daughter-in-law. Her father, Sir George Adam
Smith, was Principal of Aberdeen University. She married George Paget
Thomson in 1924. They had four children, John Adam, Lilian Clare, David
Paget and Rose.

1924-1933.

Includes letter and newspaper cuttings re Kathleen Buchanan Adam Smith
and George Paget Thomson's engagement, 1924.

1935-1937.
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Family and personal

1938-1939.

Includes letters from Thomson'’s grandsons, John and David.

Undated correspondence.

Includes letters from Thomson's grandchildren.

Grandchildren 1930-1940, n.d.

Letters to Thomson from his grandchildren, John Adam, Lilian Clare and
David Paget.

Hilda Thompson 1918
Letter re Guy L. Thompson and his entry into Trinity College, Cambridge.

Hilda Thompson was a distant relative of the Thomson family.

Charles E. Paget (brother-in-law)

Letter re the death of his father, Sir George Edward Paget.

George Edmund Paget (brother-in-law)
Correspondence re ‘Vie's Marriage Settlement'.

Vie was Lady Thomson's twin sister, Violet Roy-Batty (née Paget).

John Paget (nephew)

Correspondence re photograph.

Owen Frank Paget (brother-in-law) 1896-1918
O.F. Paget was a younger brother of Lady Thomson. He emigrated to
Fremantle, Western Australia with his wife Hilda in 1896, where he set up his
own doctor's practice.

Correspondence re his doctor’s practice.






















































































































































































































































































































































































































