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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF SIR HAROLD THOMPSON

Sir Harold Thompson, known affecticnately to all his friends as
'Tommy ', was a distinguished Oxford scientist and teacher who made
exceptional contributions to international science; he was also a lifelong
enthusiast for association football. This account of his career draws

very considerably on Sir Rex Richards's Royal Society memoir of Thompson

(Biographical Memoirs of Fellows of the Royal Society, 31, 573 - 610).

Harold Warris Thompson was born in 1908 in Wombwell, Yorkshire, where
his father was a colliery manager. He was educated from the age of nine
at King Edward VII School in Sheffield and in 1924 obtained an open scholar-
ship to Trinity College, Oxford, where his tutor was C.N. Hinshelwood. He
graduated with a first in Natural Sciences (Chemistry) in 1929. Thompson
then spent a year working in Berlin with Fritz Haber (and meeting such
great scientists as Planck, Einstein, Nernst, von Laue, Schr8dinger and
Bodenstein) before returning to Oxford to take up a Fellowship at St. John's

College.

Thompson very quickly established himself as one of the finest teachers
in the university and many of his students went on to achieve great scientific
distinction. They include Lord Kearton, Lord Dainton, Sir Rex Richards,
Professor Jack Linnett and Professor David Whiffen - all Fellows of the

Royal Society.

Thompson's main research interest in Berlin had been gas reactions but
after his return to Oxford he moved the focus of his research activity to
chemical spectroscopy and in particular to work on the infrared. During
the war he worked for the Ministry of Aircraft Production in collaboration
with G.B.B.M. Sutherland on the infrared spectroscopic analysis of enemy
aviation fuels, and in 1943 he and Sutherland were members of a British

scientific mission which visited the U.S.A. on behalf of the Ministry.
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After the war Thompson played a major role 'in showing how infrared spectra
might be applied to a quite amazing range of chemical studies' and until
retirement he 'continued with his scientific work, constantly breaking new
ground and exploring new ideas'. The importance of Thompson's research was
recognised with many honours, including his election to the Fellowship of

the Royal Society in 1946 and the award of the Society's Davy Medal in 1965.

Thompson's contributions to international science were quite exceptional.
His year in Berlin convinced him of the importance of international scientific
cooperation and he was quick to renew contacts at the end of the Second World
War, visiting Germany in 1947 under the auspices of the Control Commission's
Research Branch. 1In April 1949 he received an invitation to go out to Germany
for a three-year period as Director of the Research Branch but he felt obliged
to decline this invitation as too disruptive of his scientific career at
Oxford. His interests and experience in international affairs made him an
inspired choice as Foreign Secretary of the Royal Society, 1965-1971. He
expanded and encouraged scientific exchanges, making contacts, devising new
programmes and securing the funding from private foundations and government.
Thompson also made important contributions to international science as
President of the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU), 1963-1966
and President of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC),
1973-1975. Furthermore, Thompson's contributions to international relations
were not limited to science. As Chairman of the Great Britain - China
Committee, 1972-1974 and of the Great Britain - China Centre, 1974-1980 he
played a significant part in developing non-political relations between the

two countries after the dislocations of the Cultural Revolution.

No outline of Thompson's career would be complete without a few words on
association football. He played football for Oxford from his first term and
was awarded his Blue in 1928. He became Treasurer of the Oxford University

Association Football Club in 1931 and served the Club for over half a century.

His love of the amateur game is also illustrated by the founding in 1948 of
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Pegasus, a combined Oxford and Cambridge eleven, to play in the Football
Association Amateur Cup Competition. In 1941 Thompson became the Oxford
representative on the Football Association Council and over the years he
played an increasingly important role in the Association's affairs,
culminating in his period as Chairman, 1976-1981. As befits someone with
Thompson's interest in international cooperation, he was also actively

involved in the affairs of the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA).
DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The material is presented in the order shown in the List of Contents.
Additional explanatory notes accompany many of the Sections, sub-sections
and individual entries in the body of the catalogue, and the following para-
graphs aim only to draw attention to matters of particular substance or

interest.

The collection is regrettably a very unbalanced one. There is no
personal or biographical material and very little record of Thompson's
research. On the other hand, Thompson's work for the Royal Society, inter-
national scientific organisations and the Football Association is extensively

documented.

Section A (Research and teaching) is slight. The wartime hydrocarbons
research is represented by a small number of reports (less than half by
Thompsén) and a little correspondence. This work is documented much more
extensively in the manuscripts collection of Thompson's collaborator, Sir
Gordon Sutherland (CSAC 89/7/82, deposited in Cambridge University Library)

which includes the report of the 1943 mission to the United States and

correspondence between Thomﬁson and Sutherland, 1937-47.

SECTION B (The Royal Society) is the largest and most important section
in the catalogue. Almost all the Royal Society papers relate to international

relations and document very fully the new initiatives which marked Thompson's
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Foreign Secretaryship. Of particular interest are Thompson's International
Relations Committee papers and the papers he grouped by region, Western
Europe and Israel, East Europe and USSR, China, Latin America and so on.
The Western European papers document the hugely successful European Science
Exchange Programme and the East European and Chinese papers illustrate some
of the very serious problems faced by Thompson in his efforts to promote
international science - in the case of East Europe, the Russian invasion of
Czechoslovakia and in the case of China, the Cultural Revolution. This
section also provides comprehensive documentation of a further great success
for Thompson in European scientific cooperation, the EUCHEM conferences.
Thompson's contributions to the Royal Society outside the international
relations area are represented by his Education Committee and Scientific

Information Committee papers.

Section C (Societies and organisations) also provides important
documentation of Thompson's contributions to international science. Of
particular interest in this regard are manuscripts relating to his work for
the Research Branch of the Control Commission for Germany, for the Inter-
national Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) and for the International Union
of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) including the Commission on Molecular
Spectroscopy and the Triple Commission on Spectroscopy. Not all the societies
and organisations listed here are scientific, however. Thompson kept very
detailed records of his work for the Great Britain - China Committee (later

Great Britain - China Centre) and shorter sequences of material relating to

the Maison Francaise d'Oxford (member of the Oxford Committee) and Shrewsbury
2>

School (governor).

Section D (Visits and conferences) is a very small section which does
not adequately reflect the extensive travel undertaken by Thompson during
his scientific career. However, this travel is documented to a considerable

degree in Sections B and C.
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Section E (Football Association) is a very substantial section which
records (particularly for the last decade of Thompson's life) the enormous
amount of work he undertook for the Association. There is also full

documentation of the many problems facing football in the 1970s, especially

hooliganism amongst its supporters. By contrast Thompson's work for the

Oxford University Association Football Club and Pegasus is not documented

in the collection.
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SECTION A RESEARCH AND TEACHING

RESEARCH

A ot = Nl Wartime work on Hydrocarbons
A.14 - A.16 Work on Penicillin

A,l17 = A22 Miscellaneous

WARTIME WORK ON HYDROCARBONS

Reports

A.l 'Tabulation of the physical properties of nineteen classes
of hydrocarbons' by D.H. Peel, ICI (Fertilizer and Synthetic
Products) Limited Billingham Research Department, 13 March 1939,

'"The spectroscopic analysis of mixtures of hydrocarbons boiling
between 20 - 100 C and of Cg aromatics, with special reference
to two hydrogenation petrols' by H.W.Thompson, G.P.Harris,
K.C.Bryant, M.Flett, Oxford, 26 May 1943.

'The Billingham method of analysis of petrols' by D.H.Peel, ICI,
(Fertilizer and Synthetic Products) Limited Billingham Research
Department, 31 May 1943,

'Pure hydrocarbons for spectrographic problems. Tabulations
including source, physical constants, amounts, and location of
samples. Revised up to 20 May 1943'. By D.H.Peel. 8 June 1943.

This is Report VII for the Technical Advisory Committee
Spectrographic Sub-Committee.

'The infra red spectra of hydrocarbons with particular
reference to the spectroscogic analysis of fuel fractions
boiling between 20 and 100 C' by G.P.Harris, Oxford, 11 January
1944,

At the front of the report as loose items are lp 'Summary' and 4pp
'The infra red spectra and band contours of polyatomic molecules'.
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Research and teaching

'The infrared absorption spectra of fluorinated hydrocarbons.
Part I' by Thompson and R.B.Temple, Oxford, 14 March 1944.

The work was carried out for ICI and the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research and was not published.

'Separation function curves' by R.S. Rasmussen, Shell
Development Company, Emeryville, California, 4 April 1944,

'Notes on a double-beam infra-red recording spectrometer'’
by Thompson, D.H. Whiffen, R.E.Richards, Oxford, June 1945.

The work was carried out under the auspices of the Hydrocarbon
Research Group of the Institute of Petroleum.

'High efficiency fractionation' by 0.G.Dixon, ICI Billingham
Division Research Department, 26 July 1945,

At the front of the report as loose items are letter from ICI
on experimental work on the standardization of laboratory
analytical stills, 15 May 1944, drawings showing the
constructional details of the three smaller types of laboratory
column standardized by ICI and a sheet showing the performance
of the four standard laboratory stills as calibrated with a
n-heptane methylcyclohexane mixture.

Correspondence

The wartime correspondence is slight and in poor condition. The
principal correspondent is D.H. Peel, Secretary of the Technical Advisory

Committee Spectrographic Sub-Committee.

1943, Includes 'extract from E?ure Hydrocarbon| Panel
meeting minutes', 15 October.

-~

Januzry-Apri

1944 Jahuary_k_ri I
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Research and teaching

1944 June,Jduly. Includes minutes of TAC Spectrographic
Sub-Committee Hydrocarbon Panel, 11 May.

1945 and n.d.

WORK ON PENICILLIN

Progress report on 'Infrared spectrographic studies on the
structure of penicillin' prepared by the Department of Physics,
University of Michigan, 31 October 1945.

Final report on 'Infrared spectrographic studies on the structure
of penicillin', Department of Physics, University of Michigan,
31 December 1945,

At back of report are loose ms notes and calculations by

Thompson.

Supplement to final report on 'Infrared spectrographic studies
on the structure of penicillin', Department of Physics,
University of Michigan, 31 December 1945.

The supplement took the form of a catalogue of absorption
bands and their interpretation.
MISCELLANEOUS

Calibration data. N.d. ?pre-war. lp ms by Thompson.

Raman spectra, identified as the work of W.T. Cave and dated
'2/10/47"'.

Correspondence and papers re meetings of Institute of
Petroleum Hydrocarbon Research Group Spectroscopic Panel,
1949-1950.
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TEACHING

8

Research and teaching

J.H.Callomon's report on his work in the Physical Chemistry
Laboratory, Oxford, October 1950-August 1952.

Callomon's subjects included construction of a reflecting
microscope and rotational fine structure of vibrational bands.
Perkin-Elmer Ltd technical diagrams, 1950-1953.

Folder also includes letter (1965) from Perkin-Elmer's

Technical Director on early patents relating to spectrometers,
and duplicated sheets of test procedures, n.d.

Report on 'Development and application of infrared ' by Thompson,
30 June 1964.

Thompson was principal investigator of research sponsored by
the United States Air Force.

List of 26 questions on molecular spectroscopy headed
'R.S. Thompson' (son). N.d. ?21950s.

Sub-Faculty of Chemistry, Oxford, lecture synopses, 1967-68.

'A black paper on Chemistry' by W.G.Richards, February 1971.

The paper proposes reforms in the teaching of Chemistry at Oxford.

Thompson's ms notes on 'new lecture scheme',n.d.

Synopsis of Thompson's lectures on atomic and molecular
spectra, n.d.
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SECTION B THE ROYAL SOCIETY B.l =ig8.533

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

B, i1 B.177 Royal Society committees
B.186 Government departments

B. 206 International scientific organisations
and programmes

B.473 Regions

B.474 - B.519 ROYAL SOCIETY BUSINESS
- B.481 Education Committee
- B.512 Scientific Information Committee

- B.519 Ad hoc Committee on Government Research
and Development Study (Rothschild Committee)

B.520 - B.533 THOMPSON'S PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE AS FOREIGN SECRETARY

The great bulk of Thompson's Royal Society papers relate to inter-
national relations and this is very appropriate given the great services
he was able to perform in expanding the Royal Society's international
activities during his period as Foreign Secretary, 1965-1971l. Particularly

useful in charting Thompson's role in this expansion are his International

Relations Committee papers and the papers he grouped by region, Western

Europe and Israel, East Europe and USSR, China, Latin America and so on.
Also of great interest is the comprehensive documentation of the inception
and organisation (from the Royal Society) of the EUCHEM conferences which

Thompson first proposed in 1963 during his period as Chairman of the

continued
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The Royal Society

British National Committee for Chemistry. Material complementary to
Thompson's Royal Society international relations papers is to be found
under Council for Scientific Policy, Great Britain - China Committee,

International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) and International

Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) in Section C.

Other contributions by Thompson to Royal Society affairs are
represented by papers relating to the Education and Scientific Information

Committees.

Thompson kept together in specially designated folders what he
called his personal correspondence as Foreign Secretary and this special

designation is acknowledged by a separate subsection.
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The Royal Society

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

ROYAL SOCIETY COMMITTEES

International Relations Committee
UNESCO Committee

British National Committee for Inter-
national Council of Scientific Unions

British National Committee for Chemistry

B.85-B.93 General papers

B.94-B.177 European chemical conferences (EUCHEM)

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 1965-1979

The Royal Society set up its International Relations Committee in 1937
to advise on cooperation with the International Council of Scientific Unions
(ICSU) and Thompson was an ex officio member of the Committee as Chairman of
the British National Committee for Chemistry from 1960. After he became
Foreign Secretary of the Royal Society, Thompson recommended that proposals
to expand the Society's overseas activities required the replacement of the
large Committee designed to deal with ICSU affairs and its component bodies
with a smaller committee to discuss general policy in foreign relations.
The recommendation was accepted and the new Committee met for the first time
¢n 30 March 1966 with Thompson as its Chairman. The abolition of the Committee
in 1979 was explained to Thompson in terms of the role of Council in dealing
with policy problems in international relations and the concern of the Officers

to save money by reducing the number of committees.
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The Royal Society

Agenda and papers for Conference for Officers of
Scientific Societies, 5 February 1965.

Agenda and papers for meeting of International
Relations Committee, 13 July 1965.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson), committee papers
and minutes of meeting, 9 December 1965,

Paper by Thompson on Royal Society international
relations, 2 February 1966.

The paper noted that 'the present large International
Relations Committee is designed, essentially, to

deal with the atfairs of ICSU and its component

and related bodies' and stated the case for 'a

fairly small committee to deal with general policy

in foreign relations, and, for example, to discuss
plans in the immediate future for new activities

in Western Europe'.

Later versions of Thompson's paper on Royal Society
international relations, copy of letter of invitation
to persons nominated by Council as members of new
Committee, drafts of press release and circular for
Fellows about the new Committee, March 1966.

Agenda, papers, correspondence, Thompson's ms notes,
minutes of first meeting of new Committee, 30 March 1966.

3 folders

Papers on International Centre for Theoretical Physics

at Trieste and International Biological Programme, June
1966; minutes of second meeting of Committee, 21 June
1966; note of a discussion at the Royal Society on the
Naples Zoological Station, 18 August 1966; Thompson's
report on Royal Society international relations, December
1965 - August 1966, etc.
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The Royal Society

Agenda (annotated by Thompson), papers, Thompson's
ms notes, and minutes of meeting, 27 January 1967.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson), papers, and minutes
of meeting, 22 June 1967.

2 folders

Minutes of Royal Society European Programme (RSEP)
Fellowships Subcommittee meeting, 19 July 1967.

'Financial estimates for continuation of current
activities of the European Molecular Biology
Organization (EMBO) during the period 1969-1971',
August 1967.

'The cost of implementing Royal Society agreements
with the Soviet and East European Academies',
23 November 1967.

'Expenditure and income in relation to staff

engaged on International Relations', 29 November
1967.

'Proposal for a European Laboratory of Molecular
Biology prepared by the Council of the European
Molecular Biology Organisation', November 1967.

'Office visit', 14 December 1967.

Minutes of meeting, 18 December 1967.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson), papers and minutes
of meeting, 1 March 1968.
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The Royal Society

Minutes of meeting, 9 December 1968.

Thompson's progress report on Royal Society
international relations for 1968.

Copy of letter from National Institute of Sciences
of India to President of Royal Society, 31 October
1969, re idea of increasing collaboration between

the National Institute and the Royal Society, and

Thompson's comments on the letter.

Notes of an informal discussion on European
scientific cooperation, 2 December 1969,

Papers sent to members of the Committee for
information, 13 February 1970:

Minutes of international meeting on European Programme
31 October 1969; minutes of Fellowships Selection
Subcommittee, lists of RSEP visitors to the UK,

lists of Israel Academy Programme exchanges, January
1969 - January 1970.

Note of a discussion attended by Thompson, the
Executive Secretary and a representative of the DES,
12 May 1970.

Paper on international relations 1970-1971, 9 July
1970.

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee meeting,
24 July 1970.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson), notes for Chairman,
papers, minutes of meeting, 17 November 1970.
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The Royal Society

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee meeting,
22 January 1971.

Letter from Executive Secretary to Thompson on the
occasion of his retirement from the office of Foreign
Secretary, 1 December 1971.

Letter from Thompson to Executive Secretary, 15 May
1972, enclosing notes on Parliamentary and Scientific
Conference organised by the Council of Europe, Lausanne,
11-14 April 1972.

Commission of the European Communities documents on
'objectives of a common policy for scientific research
and technological development', 31 May 1972.

Letter from Executive Secretary to members of the
Overseas Visiting Professorships Subcommittee,
18 July 1972.

Agenda, paper, Thompson's ms notes re meeting,
20 July 1972,

Agenda, papers, correspondence, minutes of meeting,
1l September 1972.

Letter from Thompson to Executive Secretary,
6 November 1972 re contacts made at UNESCO General
Conference.

'Suggested' agenda, lists of participants, Thompson's

ms notes, draft summary of informal discussions with
European scientists, 1 December 1972.

Papers for unidentified meeting, 1972.
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The Royal Society

Press notice on scientific cooperation in Western
Europe, 17 January 1973.

Report by British participants on a meeting on
cooperation by West European science organisations,
Munich,13-14 April 1973.

Papers re International Foundation for Science,
May 1973.

Ms and typescript drafts of Thompson's 'Comments
on recent proposals about a European Science Foundation',
12 June 1973.

Copy of letter from Executive Secretary to Science
Research Council re 'Eurcpean Fundamental Science
Foundation', 28 June 1973.

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee,
14 August 1973.
Agenda, papers, Thompson's ms notes re meeting,

10 September 1973.

2 folders.

Agenda, papers, minutes of meeting, 5 February 1975.

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee meeting,
2 May 1975.

Report by the Foreign Secretary on the 150th Anniversary
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, May 1975.

Report by the Foreign Secretary on a visit by a joint
delegation of the British Academy and the Society to
the Council of Academies of Sciences and Arts of
Yugoslavia, May 1975.

Paper listing European non-governmental scientific
organisations, June 1975.
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The Royal Society

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee meeting,
4 August 1975.

Minutes of ad hoc group meeting on Iran, 25 April 1975,
sent to members of the International Relations Committee,
30 September 1975.

Press release on European Science Foundation, 8 October
L9725,

Report by Foreign Secretary on the 250th Anniversary
celebrations of the Academy of Sciences of the Soviet
Union, October 1975.

Details of Royal Society Leverhulme Studentship awards,
November 1975.

Paper on European Science Foundation, 8 December 1975,
incorporating Foundation's first annual report.

Agenda, papers, correspondence re meeting, 10 March 1976.

Paper on European Science Foundation, 6 July 1976.

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee meeting,
13 August 1976.

Brief correspondence, September 1976.

Report on a visit to Japan and Korea by T.W.Goodwin,
September 1976.

Paper on 'Royal Society exchange schemes other than that
for Western Europe', 16 December 1976.
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The Royal Society

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee meeting,
22 February 1977.

Agenda, papers and minutes of meeting, 13 May 1977.

Brief correspondence from M.G.P. Stoker, Foreign
Secretary, re evaluation of scientific merits of the
Society's overseas commitments, May 1978.

Agenda, papers, Thompson's ms notes, minutes of meeting,
12 June 1978.

Brief correspondence re proposed visit of delegation
from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, July 1978.

List of fellowships and study visits to the United
Kingdom under the European Science Exchange Programme,
1 August 1978.

Minutes of Fellowships Selection Subcommittee meeting,
14 September 1978.

Letter from Foreign Secretary to Thompson, 8 November
1979, announcing decision of Council to abolish
International Relations Committee. With attached
paper by the Executive Secretary making the case for
abolition.
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The Royal Society

UNESCO COMMITTEE 1963 - 1976

The Royal Society UNESCO Committee acted as the Natural Sciences
Advisory Committee to the UK National Commission for UNESCO. When
the National Commission was reconstituted in 1966 Thompson was invited
by the Minister of Overseas Development to serve as a member of the
Commission for three years and, with the agreement of the Royal Society,
to act as Vice Chairman of the Natural Sciences Advisory Committee.
The establishment of a Sub-Committee on Man and the Biosphere was

Thompson's idea.

Thompson's report on Scientific Advisory Committee
to UNESCO, Ottawa meeting, 3-7 June 1963.

Report of the Working Group on UNESCO, n.d. 21965

The Working Group was appointed by the Minister of
Overseas Development (Barbara Castle, MP) 'to consider
British policy towards UNESCO and whether any changes
are needed in the structure and functions of the
National Commission and its advisory committees'.

Correspondence and papers re composition of the
Natural Sciences Advisory Committee of the UK National
Commission for UNESCO, December 1965, January 1966.

Miscellaneous correspondence and papers, June-October 1966.

Includes invitation for Thompson to serve as a member

of the UK National Commission and Vice Chairman of the
Natural Sciences Advisory Committee, and papers re

meeting of representatives of non-government orgggisations
to discuss UNESCO's draft programme for 1967 and 1968.

2 folders.
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The Royal Society

'Conclusions' of Royal Society Conference of Commonwealth
Scientists, Oxford, April 1967.

Papers on the 77th Session of the Executive Board of
UNESCO, October-November 1967.

Papers on future activities and budget of UNESCO, 1968.

Correspondence and papers re Sub-Committee on Man and
the Biosphere, 1969,

Papers re 1l6th General Conference of UNESCO including
draft of Thompson's address on 'man in his environment',
1970.

2 folders.

Minutes of UNESCO Committee meeting, 17 September 1971.

Report of visit by K.W.Keohane to Brazil as Royal
Society Professor, and related correspondence,
November 1971,

Papers re UNISIST (UNESCO-ICSU Joint Project to Study
the Feasibility of a World Information System) Inter-
governmental Conference and the Man and the Biosphere
Programme, December 1971.

Progress report on the International University, sent
to Thompson for information, January 1972.

Letter from J.M.Ziman to Thompson re relationship between
UNESCO and the International Centre for Theoretical Physics
at Trieste, 22 December 1972.
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The Royal Society

Correspondence and papers re International Centre for
Theoretical Physics, UNESCO medium-term objectives
for 1975-1980 etc., January, February 1973.

Continuing correspondence and papers re International
Centre for Theoretical Physics, March 1973,

Miscellaneous correspondence and papers, April-November
1973, including Committee's Annual Report for 1972.

Minutes of meeting of UNESCO Committee, 11 January 1974.

Brief corresponderce, April, May 1974.

Brief correspondence with Sir John Kendrew re UNESCO
International Symposium on Information Systems, May 1975

Correspondence and papers re proposed intergovernmental
conference on strategies and policies in informatics
and UNESCO General Conference 1976, July, August 1976.
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The Royal Society

BRITISH NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS
1966 - 1976

This Committee was established in 1966 to deal with ICSU affairs and
its component bodies when the large International Relations Committee, which
had hitherto dealt with these matters, was replaced by a smaller International
Relations Committee to consider general policy in foreign relations.
Thompson was ex officio Chairman of the Committee as Foreign Secretary
and after his retirement from the Foreign Secretaryship was an ex officio

member of the Committee as a member of the Executive Council of ICSU.

Report of the Royal Society Delegation to the XI General
Assembly of the International Council of Scientific
Unions, Bombay ,6-10 January 1966.

Papers re ICSU finances, 6 September and 3 October 1966,

Paper on membership and terms of reference of Committee,
11 April 1967.

Report on the work of ICSU September-December 1966,
11 April 1967.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson) and minutes of meeting,
6 December 1967.

Letter from Thompson (as Foreign Secretary) to Secretary
General of ICSU suggesting names for ICSU President and
Secretary General for 1968-1970, 12 December 1967.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson), papers and minutes of
meeting, 12 June 1968.

Report of the Royal Society delegation to XII General
Assembly of ICSU, Paris, 28 September - 2 October 1968.
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The Royal Society

Notes by Thompson on ICSU officers, 10 December 1969.
Minutes of meeting, 19 December 1969.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson) and minutes of meeting,

24 July 1970,

Agenda (annotated by Thompson) and paper for meeting,

12 May 1971.

Papers on organisation and structure of ICSU, September -

November 1971.

Documents sent to members of Committee for information,
1 October 1971.

Papers (agenda missing) and minutes of meeting, 9 May 1972.

Report of the Royal Society Delegation to the Extra-
ordinary General Assembly and 14th General Assembly,
Helsinki, 15 - 21 September 1972.

Brief correspondence, November 1972 - January 1973.

Agenda and papers for meeting, 30 April 1974.

Agenda (annotated by Thompson), papers, Thompson's
ms notes for meeting, 12 August 1974.

Report by UK National Delegation to XV General Assembly
of ICSU, Istanbul, 22 - 26 September 1974,

Report by A.R.Clapham on the Status of the International
Biological Programme, 9 October 1974,
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Copy of a letter from the President of ICSU to the
Director General of UNESCO, 14 May 1975.

Agenda and papers for meeting, 5 September 1975.

Documents sent to members of the Committee for
information, October, November 1975.

Circular from the Executive Secretary of ICSU re
UNISIST sent to members of the Committee for
information, 7 January 1976.

Agenda and papers for meeting, 10 March 1976.

BRITISH NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR CHEMISTRY
B.75 - B. 93 General papers

B.24 - B.177 European chemical conferences (EUCHEM)

GENERAL PAPERS 1968 - 1977

Although Thompson became a member of the British National Committee
for Chemistry as early as 1956, and served as the Chairman from 1960 to

1966, there are no general papers before 1968.

B.75 Correspondence and papers re Conference on 'Modern
Chemistry in Industry', Eastbourne, 11 - 14 March 1968.

Thompson was a member of the Policy Committee and
kept its papers with his British National Committee
papers.




H.W.Thompson
NCUACS 2/1/88

The Royal Society

Report of the UK Delegation to the 25th Conference
of the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry
(IUPAC), Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, 30 June - 8 July 1969.

Report of the UK Delegation to the 26th Conference of
IUPAC, Washington D.C., 21 and 23 July 1971.

Statement by Thompson on the proliferation of journals
in Chemistry and document re revision of IUPAC statutes,
October and November 1974.

Agenda and papers for meeting, 28 May 1975,

3 folders.

Agenda, papers, minutes of meeting, 4 February 1976.

3 folders.

Agenda and papers for meeting of Wates-IUPAC Bursaries
Sub-Committee, 18 March 1976.

3 folders.

Papers re IUPAC circulated for information, July 1976.

Minutes of meeting, 2 December 1976 and copy of letter
referring items to IUPAC,13 January 1977.

Interim report prepared by Royal Society Study Group

on Pollution in the Atmosphere, circulated for information,
February 1977.

Agenda and papers for meeting of the Company Associates
Sub-Committee, 5 May 1977.

Agenda, papers and minutes of meeting, 31 May 1977.

5 folders.
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EUROPEAN CHEMICAL CONFERENCES (EUCHEM) 1963 - 1984

At the 1960 Paris meeting and the 1962 Brussels meeting of the
Chairmen of European National Committees for Chemistry there was some
consideration of West European discussion meetings. At the 1963
meeting held at the Royal Society Thompson introduced a note which he
had prepared on the need for small conferences of the 'Gordon' type
and possible action which might be taken to arrange such conferences
in the next few years. The discussion which followed showed that all
present were in favour of proceeding with the plan for something along
the lines of 'Gordon' Conferences in Europe and the meeting agreed that
Chairmen of National Committees should explore the views in their
countries and submit suggestions to a sub-committee (including Thompson)
whose purpose should be to collect information and investigate possible
locations, finance, subjects, name and membership of organising committees.
Questionnaires were sent out with the minutes and the information was
returned to Thompson who presented the results in a paper to a meeting

of the sub-committee at the Royal Society in March 1964.

The meeting agreed to proceed at once to arrange conferences for
1965 and to call them European Chemical Conferences (EUCHEM). The
meeting also agreed to adopt the general princples of organisation

suggested by Thompson.

'( i) Attendance should be limited. The upper limit should
be 100 active participants, and often a much smaller
number, say 40-50 would be preferable. There should
be a carefully arranged balance between younger and more
senior members, and when it is relevant between workers
in pure research and those from industrial laboratories.
Speakers should be selected on the basis of their known
ability to contribute to the subject of the meeting.

continued
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{ i) Nothing should be written, recorded or published, and
the information presented should not be quoted elsewhere
without the approval of the speaker concerned.

Discussion should be confined to mornings and evenings,
leaving the afternoons free for recreation, relaxation,
or informal discussions.

Within the formal sessions, the number of introductory
papers should be restricted, two or three each morning,
and one each evening. Meetings might last 3 - 5 days.

All participants (including members of family if present)
should live at the location of the meeting.'

Organised on these principles EUCHEM conferences proved a great

success in European scientific cooperation. In an article in Chemistry

in Britain written to mark the tenth year of the conferences, Thompson

pointed out that between 1965 and 1973 55 conferences were held in 13
different countries, covering a wide range of topics in physical,
inorganic, and analytical chemistry, some with a strongly 'applied'
flavour. Nine conferences had been held in 1974 and ten were planned for

1975,

Thompson served as chairman of the international organising
committee until just before his death in December 1983 and wrote all the
annual Progress Reports. The secretariat was provided by the Royal

Society.























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































