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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received from Dr Ann Synge (widow) in May 1996 and from Dr Elizabeth Smith and
Dr Charlotte Synge (daughters) in August and September 1997.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF R.L.M. SYNGE

Richard Laurence Millington Synge was born in Liverpool on 28 October 1914. He was educated at
Old Hall Preparatory School, Wellington, Shropshire and Winchester College before being awarded
an exhibition in classics to Trinity College Cambridge in 1931. However, Synge switched from
classics to science prior to taking up his place at Trinity College in 1933, and he graduated with a
Double First in the Natural Sciences Tripos in 1936. After graduation Synge remained in Cambridge,
studying in the Department of Biochemistry under the supervision of N.W. Pirie. He researched on
protein analysis, in particular the separation of acetyl-amino acids. Contemporary techniques for
separating biological substances into its component chemicals were insufficient for Synge's needs
and in 1938 he contacted A.J.P. Martin, also working in Cambridge, who had devised apparatus for
the extraction of vitamin E. Synge, with the support of the Australian biochemist H.R. Marston, was
given a studentship from the International Wool Secretariat for joint research with Martin and they
collaborated to build more a sophisticated apparatus for separation of amino acids by extraction

techniques.

In 1938 Martin moved to the Wool Industries Research Association Laboratories in Leeds. He was
followed shortly thereafter by Synge whose studentship was transferred to Leeds. Following the
award of his Ph.D. in 1940, Synge was appointed Biochemist to the Wool Industries Research

Association. Synge and Martin continued their joint work developing their ideas for amino acid

separation and in May 1941, using a silica gel column, they demonstrated that partition
chromatography could work in practice. This allowed complex biochemical substances to be broken
down and analysed with a facility impossible with previous chemical techniques. Over the next few
years Synge and Martin worked to find a more versatile medium than silica gel and developed the
filter paper chromatograph. For their invention of the technique of partition chromatography, an
achievement that transformed the area of science that would come to be known as molecular biology,
Synge and Martin were awarded the Nobel prize for Chemistry in 1952.
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In 1943, in order to work in an area with more relevance to the war effort, Synge joined the Lister
Institute of Preventive Medicine in London. He researched on the chemistry of the antibiotic

polypeptides of the gramicidin-tyrocidine group. During this period good relations with the USSR

meant that samples of the antibiotic gramicidin S were made available. In 1945 using paper
chromatography Synge established the sequence of the amino acids in gramicidin S. For the period
August 1946 - May 1947 Synge worked at the laboratory of Arme Tiselius in the Fysikalisk-Kemiska

Institution, Uppsala, Sweden.

Synge left the Lister Institute in 1948 so that he could work on more immediately practical aspects of
biochemistry and was given a post at the Rowett Research Institute, based in Aberdeen. He headed
the Department of Protein and Carbohydrate Chemistry (later the Department of Protein and Lipid
Chemistry, then the Department of Protein Chemistry). In 1965 Synge was appointed Deputy Director
of the Institute. His research concentrated on the digestion of proteins, chiefly though not exclusively

leaf proteins.

During his time at the Rowett Research Institute Synge made a number of extended visits abroad. In
1958 he was invited to New Zealand by the New Zealand Department of Agriculture to help in
investigating the cause and possible cure for facial eczema in sheep. He arrived in November 1958
and spent several months working with E.P. White on isolating and studying the poisonous fungus
Sporidesmium bakeri . In 1965 and 1966 Synge visited India, on both occasions as a guest of the
Indian Statistical Institute, studying problems of tropical agriculture. He returned for a shorter visit in
1970.

Synge worked at the Rowett Research Institute until 1967 when he joined the Agricultural Research
Council's new Food Research Institute in Norwich. S.R. Elsden, his former colleague from the
Cambridge Biochemistry Department, was Director of the Institute. Here Synge worked on the
combination of phenolic compounds of plants with proteins and also, in a rather new area, problems
relating to the electronic storage and retrieval of information on the structure of organic chemical
compounds. In 1968 Synge was appointed Honorary Professor of Biology at the University of East
Anglia, a post he held until 1984. Synge retired from the Institute in 1976 but continued to research
until his death on 18 August 1994.

Synge was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1950 and two years later he and Martin
were jointly awarded the Nobel Prize for Chemistry for their invention of partition chromatography.

Among other honours, he was made a Fellow of Trinity College Cambridge in 1972.
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Synge was on the political Left and in the 1930s and 1940s was a member of the Communist Party.

This led to him being refused entry to the United States in 1949. In his later life he was active in the
peace movement, as a member of the organisation Scientists Against Nuclear Arms and the Norwich

branch of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The material is presented in the order given in the List of Contents. It covers the period 1892-1996.
This large collection is uneven in its coverage but papers survive from all phases of Synge's life and

career.

Section A, Biographical, is extensive. The personal material includes pocket diaries 1926, 1945-
1992. There are records of Synge's childhood in the form of school work, reports and printed
material, and of his time as an undergraduate at Trinity College Cambridge, principally his lecture
notes and work sheets. Documentation of Synge's later career, honours and awards is patchy but
there is material relating to the award of the 1952 Nobel prize for Chemistry to Synge and A.J.P.
Martin. There is much family material, including correspondence between his parents during their
courtship and after their marriage, and their correspondence with him, including many letters during
Synge’s time at Old Hall School, Winchester College and Trinity College. Family material also
includes correspondence with his wife Ann and his sisters Anthea and Katharine. Synge's political
interests are not particularly well documented although there is material relating to the Communist
Party in the 1940s, the Society for Cultural Relations with the USSR 1946-1955 and to his later links
with the peace movement including Scientists Against Nuclear Arms 1981-1991. The section also

includes many photographs.

Section B, Lister Institute of Preventive Medicine, is slight. It includes correspondence and papers
relating to Synge’s appointment including his statement of proposed work, inventories of equipment
and chemicals, and miscellaneous administrative material. There are also papers relating to Synge's

visit to Tiselius's laboratory at the Fysikalisk-Kemiska Institution in Uppsala, Sweden.

Section C, Rowett Research Institute, presents documentation of Synge's appointment to the
Institute, his headship of the Department of Protein and Carbohydrate Chemistry - including research
programmes, equipment and staff, the Agricultural Research Council Visiting Groups to the Institute,
and administrative material including sets of Institute notices and circulars. There is also material
relating to the Institute’s Strathcona Club of which Synge was a loyal member, and a little

memorabilia.
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Section D, Food Research Institute, is not extensive. It includes correspondence and papers relating

to Synge's appointment including his plan of research, comments on Lord Rothschild's 1971 Green

Paper A Framework for Government Research and Development, administrative papers from the

Chemistry Division, and project reports on Synge's research.

Section E, Research, comprises notebooks and research notes. The notebooks document Synge's
research from postgraduate studies in the mid 1930s, through work for the Wool Industries Research
Association in Leeds - including the invention and development of partition chromatography, the Lister
Institute, Rowett Research Institute and Food Research Institute, to post-retirement work in the 1990s
on electronic storage of chemical information. The bulk of the notebooks forms a sequence I-XXVII
running from 1938 to ca 1979. There are also notebooks used for references from searches of the
Science Citation Index and notebooks used by three collaborators, J.C. Wood, M.A. Youngson and S.
Matai. The research notes cover the period 1938-1987. They include reports on work on proteins for
the Wool Industries Research Association 1938-1943, wartime work on grass protein 1939-1943 and
gramicidin S 1944-1946, studies on the nutritive value of by-products of the herring industry 1949-
1951, and papers relating to computer searching for chemical information searches 1981.

Section F, Publications, lectures and broadcasts, documents some of Synge’s scientific publications
1940-1992, public lectures 1942-1983 and broadcasts 1947-1961. The publications material is not
comprehensive. There are relatively few drafts of Synge's biochemistry publications and the best
documented work is Synge’s 1990 article ‘25 years of Science Citation Index - some experiences’.
There are translations of articles in the Soviet scientific literature on gramicidin S and correspondence
and papers relating to the possible translation from the Russian of Mikhail Semenovich Tsvet 1872-
1919 by E.M. Senchenkova. There is also editorial correspondence. Lectures material includes
documentation of some of the many public and invitation lectures Synge gave to local and university
branches of learned societies and professional associations. They include his 1951 Second P.F.
Frankland Memorial Lecture. ‘Biological aspects of proteins in the light of recent chemical studies’ to
the Royal Institute of Chemistry and the Institution of Electrical Engineers. Again, there are few drafts,
the bulk of the material is correspondence regarding arrangements. The section also includes drafts
found in Synge's two folders inscribed ‘Unpublished etc’ including book reviews and drafts on the
history of science, and a set of the collected off-prints of Synge’s published work.

References to Synge’s publications in this catalogue refer to the List of Publications at A.1 and

appear in the form Bibliog. ...
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Section G, Visits, conferences and travel, covers the period 1945-1992. The most extensively
documented visit is Synge’s extended stay in New Zealand 1958-1959. There is correspondence
relating to arrangements, documentation of Synge's research and material relating to other
engagements fulfilled during his stay. There is also material relating to the return journey, including
travel on the Trans-Siberian railway. Other visits for which significant documentation survives are the
1955 International Wool Textile Research Conference in Australia, the International Symposium on
the Origins of the Earth, Moscow, USSR, 1957, Synge’s visits to India as a guest of the Indian
Statistical Institute in 1965, 1966 and 1970, and his visit to Cuba in May 1969. There is also material
relating to Synge's award of the Nobel Prize. He attended gatherings of Nobel laureates at Lindau,

West Germany on several occasions and returned to Stockholm for other Nobel-related events.

Synge often took his family on his visits and this is sometimes reflected in the material.

Section H, Societies and organisations, documents Synge’s involvement with 24 UK and overseas
organisations from ca 1936 to 1993. There is material relating to the Agricultural Research Council,
principally the Ruminant Metabolism Group 1949-1953 and N.W. Pirie's proposals for research on the
extraction of leaf protein 1951-1953. Also well-documented is the Association of Scientific Workers
1938-1966. Synge was an enthusiastic supporter of the Association and served as a Vice-President
from 1954. Other bodies for which there is significant material are the Biochemical Society - Synge
served on the Editorial Board of the Biochemical Journal 1949-1955, the British Nutrition Foundation -
Synge was a scientific governor of the Foundation 1974-1979, the Royal Society, and the Royal
Society of Chemistry - particularly relating to its Chemical Information Group, 1984-1987.

Section J, Correspondence, is substantial and important. There is a main sequence of principal

correspondents including A.C. Chibnall, S.R. Elsden, Hugh Gordon, Dorothy Hodgkin, J.H.
Humphrey, H.R. Marston, A.J.P. Martin, Stanford Moore, N.W. Pirie, P.L. Robinson, F. Sanger and

Arne Tiselius. There is also a chronological sequence of shorter scientific correspondence, requests

for off-prints, and references and recommendations.

There is also an index of correspondents.

LOCATIONS OF FURTHER MATERIAL

Correspondence from Synge to Pamela L. Robinson is held with the Robinson papers at the

Palaeontology Library, Natural History Museum, London.
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Synge’'s Winchester College Senior Science Prize project, ‘Experiment on the Viscosity of Gases’,

1932, is held in Winchester College archives.

A facsimile letter from Charles Darwin to George Rolleston dated 1876, found with the papers, has

been added to the files of the Darwin Correspondence Project at Cambridge University Library.

Dr R.W.A. Oliver, Honorary Archivist of the Biochemical Society, has arranged for the deposit of

Synge’s chemicals and apparatus with the Biochemical Society, London.
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SECTION A

The material is presented as follows:

A1-A77

A.78-A.116

A.117-A.153

A.154-A.211

A.212-A.354

A.355-A.369

A.370-A.377

A.378-A.428

A.429-A.435

A.436-A.442

A.443-A.470

A.471-A.489

BIOGRAPHICAL

BIOGRAPHICAL AND PERSONAL

CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOLDAYS

UNDERGRADUATE

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

FAMILY

PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE

REQUESTS FOR AUTOGRAPHS

PERSONAL INTERESTS

FINANCIAL AND BUSINESS

MISCELLANEOUS

PHOTOGRAPHS

K.C. SYNGE'S DIARIES

A.1-A.489
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Biographical

BIOGRAPHICAL AND PERSONAL 1926-1996

A1-A4 Memoirs and obituaries
A.5-A.16 Biographical and historical accounts and information
A7 Bibliographies

A.18-A.77 Diaries

Memoirs and obituaries 1994, 1996

‘Richard Laurence Millington Synge' by Hugh Gordon, Biographical Memoirs
of Fellows of the Royal Society 42 (1996), 455-479.

Includes list of Synge’s publications. References to Synge’s publications in
this catalogue refer to this list and appear in the form Bibliog. ...

Obituaries:
EEN [? Eastern Evening News], 23 August 1994.
Eastern Daily Press, 24 August 1994.

Independent, 24 August 1994.

3pp typescript draft obituary for The Times.

4pp manuscript notes on Synge and his interests for obituary notice.

Biographical and historical accounts and information 1953-1994

‘Synge, Richard L(aurence) M(illington)’, Current Biography 14 (November
1953), pp 58-60.
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Biographical

‘Reminiscences of my time at the Lister Institute (1943-8)'.

5pp typescript account, October 1966. With brief correspondence from M.G.
Macfarlane 1966.

‘Richard L.M. Synge britischer Biochemiker'.

2pp photocopy from German biographical dictionary, 1979.

‘Synge, Richard Laurence Millington’, McGraw-Hill Modern Scientists and
Engineers (1980), pp 180-181.

‘Richard Laurence Millington Synge', Biographical Dictionary of Nobel
Laureates in Chemistry (1993).

Correspondence; proof.

‘The Biochemistry Department at the Lister Institute, Chelsea (1940-1975)’
by W.M. Watkins, Biochemist 15 (Dec/Jan 1993/94).

Includes Synge's reminiscences.

Photocopy, brief correspondence re Synge’s contribution.

‘New Zealand, New Zealanders and the Royal Society'.

Extract from article referring to Synge, 3 May 1994.

Requests for biographical information, for reference books and articles and
from individuals, 1953-1992.

Requests to use photographs and pictures of Synge, 1952-1993.

Includes correspondence re UK stamp featuring Synge and A.J.P. Martin,
1977.
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A18-A.77

A.18-A.65

Biographical

Anecdotes.

1990 diary used by Synge for anecdotes about colleagues and

acquaintances. Includes intercalated material.

Index to A.14 (index cards).

Curriculum vitae, 1959.

Bibliographies

Lists of publications covering 1937-1952, 1953-1961, 1961-1968, 1969-1980,
1980-1992.

Diaries 1926, 1945-1992

A.18-A.65 Pocket diaries

A.B6-A.77 Desk diaries

Pocket diaries 1926, 1945-1992

Used for notes on domestic and travel arrangements.

1926.

1946 (blue).
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Biographical

1946 (red).
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Biographical
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Biographical

A.66-A.77 Desk diaries 1968-1977, 1980, 1981

Used for notes on research work, university commitments, conferences etc.

1968.
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A.78-A.116

A.78-A.82

A.78

Biographical

CHILDHOOD AND SCHOOLDAYS 1919-1945

A.78-A.82 General

A.83-A.100 Old Hill Preparatory School

A.101-A.116  Winchester College

General 1922-1926

Softback notebook used by Synge for his record of ‘A Scotch Tour June
1922’

Softback pocket notebook used for pocket money accounts 1922-1923.

Softback ‘Nature Note Book' used by Synge for his record of ‘Our tour on the
Roman Wall’, April 1926.

Memorabilia of Synge’'s Confirmation into the Church of England, 8
December 1926.

Softback pocket notebook used by Synge as diary 12-22 August [1927].
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A.83-A.100

A.B4-A.88

A.84

A.90-A.92

A.94-A.97

Biographical

Old Hall Preparatory School 1919-1945
Synge was at Old Hall School, Wellington, Shropshire 1923-1928.
For correspondence with his parents while at Old Hall see A.265-A.273 and

A.280-A.281.

School brochures, 1919.

Synge’s termly school reports and examination results 1923-1928.

1923-1924.

Drawing book, used by Synge summer term 1924.

School work. 3 folders.

Manuscript notes etc. The material was found in disorder and may possibly
include work done at Winchester College.

Miscellaneous manuscript material, including sketch-map of area near Old
Hall.

Issues of Old Hall School Record 1923-1928 and 1941-45. 4 folders.
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A.98, A.99

A.101-A.116

A.102, A.103

A.104, A.105

A.104

A.106-A.109

A.106

Biographical

Issues 1-9 and 11 of ‘Old Hall Times’, 12 February - 12 October 1927. 2
folders.

Synge's score cards from Old Hall Golf Club.

Winchester College 1927-1933

Synge came first in the entry examinations for scholarships to Winchester
College in 1928. He was at school at Winchester from 1928 until 1933 when
he entered Trinity College Cambridge.

Letter re possible entrance to Winchester College in 1927; entry regulations
and examination papers for scholarships and exhibitions to Winchester
College, June 1928; notification of first place in examinations, 9 June 1928
and newspaper cutting.

Letters and telegrams of congratulation to Synge and his parents, June
1928. 2 folders.

Synge's termly reports 1928-1933.

1928-1930.

1931-19383.

School work.

Exercise book used by Synge for essay on ‘The Mediaeval Crusader,
possibly entered for school prize 1930. Marked.

?Draft manuscript essay on ‘The Crusading Age'.

Manuscript essay on ‘Autumn’. Marked.
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A.117-A.153

Biographical

Manuscript play ‘New Wine (scenario for a talking film by R.L.M. Synge)'.
Marked.

Winchester College Rolls 1929, 1930.

Winchester College calendars, 1932, 1933.

Synge’'s Oxford and Cambridge Schools Examination certificate, 1930:
Winchester College examination papers in Hinduism 1933; papers for ?oral
examinations 1933; newspaper cutting recording School Speech Day at
Winchester College (Synge received the Science Prize).

Officer Training Corps examination and certificate, 1930.

Programmes etc for social and other occasions.

Miscellaneous receipts.

Manuscript poem ‘The Compleat Bolshevist'.

UNDERGRADUATE 1931-1936

In 1931 Synge won an Exhibition to Trinity College Cambridge to study
classics. However, he decided instead to study biochemistry. Synge entered
Trinity College in 1933, graduating with First Class in the Natural Sciences
Tripos in 1936.

Papers for entrance scholarship examination, December 1931; notification of
Exhibition, 18 December 1931; telegrams.
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A.119-A121

A.120, A121

A.122-A.132

Biographical

‘Shorthand Note Book’ used by Synge for notes on lectures on Statistical
mechanics by E.C. Stoner.

‘Miscellaneous notes - NW Pirie - Peptidases, S Cpds. FG Hopkins “Living
Stuff” RLMS - Carbohydrate-proteins (NWP)'. Contents of Synge's
envelope so inscribed divided into three for ease of reference.

‘Living Stuff’, 6pp typescript of lecture by F.G. Hopkins; typescript and
duplicated typescript notes on isolation of organic compounds. N.d.

Manuscript and typescript notes on the literature, latest bibliographical
reference 1932. 2 folders.

Manuscript lecture and other notes.

Arranged alphabetically by subject. Some have the name of the lecturer.

‘Biochemistry of nervous system’.
‘Carcinogenic hydrocarbons & the sterols (Prof. Cook)'.
‘Holmes. “Cell pathology” .

‘Chemical aspects of protein study - final revision’.

‘Chemical embryology'.

‘Aspects of CO; transport'.

[E.] Baldwin Comparative biochemistry'.

‘Deviations from Mass Law’.
‘Electromagnetic theory of light'.

‘Enzymes’.
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Biographical

‘Ethereal sulphates’.

‘Evaluation of p".

‘Fate of carbon residues of amino-acids’. (Not all in Synge’s hand).
‘Glycolysis in Chick embryo’. (Not in Synge’s hand).

‘Haemoglobin ([R.A.] Millikan)'.

‘Haemoglobin’.
‘Intermediary metabolism’'.
‘Mercapturic acid’.
‘Metabolism of fatty acids’'.

‘Metabolism of micro-organisms (Miss [M.] Stephenson)'.

‘Morphogenetic fields’.
‘Muscle biochemistry’.

‘Work on muscle metabolism’.

‘Nitrogen excretion’'.
‘Oxidation & reduction in the living cell ([M.] Dixon)'.
‘Oxidation-reduction potentials - Dr M. Dixon’.

‘Oxidation reduction potential, & pH'.

‘Phosphorylation of adenylic acid by phosphocreatine’. Dated 2 December
1935.

‘Physio-chemical medium of self-differentiation’.
‘Pigments’.

‘Plant biochemistry ( [R.] Hill)".
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A.133-A.138

Biographical

‘Proteins ( [G.S] Adair)'.
‘Green - Reconstruction of Lactic dehydrogenase system of muscle’.

‘Diagrams of sterol chemistry’.

‘Thermodynamical proofs in Physical Chemistry'.

‘Transport of gases in blood & other applications of physical chemistry (see
Rideal's lectures on surface chemistry)'.

‘Uric acid synthesis in birds’.

‘Vitamins (Dr Harris)’.

Untitled.

Manuscript and typescript notes on practical work. Not all dated.

A.134-A.138 arranged in alphabetical order by subject.

‘Practical work’. 11 October - November [?1935].

‘Practical work on bacterial metabolism'. 29-31 January, 6-7 February and
10-12 February 1936.

‘Practical work on biological oxidations'. 13-19 February 1936.

‘Practical work on enzymes'. 3-5 February 1936.

‘Work on Frog's heart’. 25-29 November [?1935].

‘Practical work on pigments (Mr [R.] Hill'. 20 January 1936.

‘Practical work in plant biochemistry’.

‘Practical work on plant pigments’'.
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Biographical

‘Practical work on mineral metabolism’. 7-13 November.

‘Practical work on vitamin C'.

A.139-A.143 Bound volumes of duplicated typescript work sheets for practical work ca
1934-1935.

Hardback ‘Part I. Biochemistry Practical Work Michaelmas Lent and Easter
Terms 1934-5'.

Softback ‘Experimental physiology Course A. Lent term, 1934'.

Softback ‘Course A. Easter term 1934. Experimental physiology'.

Softback ‘Course B. Easter term 1935. Experimental work’'.

Softback ‘Experimental physiology. Michaelmas term’.

A.144-A.150 Duplicated typescript and typescript work sheets and hand-outs. 7 folders.

Some manuscript notes interleaved.

Natural Sciences Tripos examination papers 1936.

Synge's manuscript notes on ‘N.S.T. pt Il Written papers in Biochemistry
(1932-1935)'.

Telegram from Synge to his parents informing them of first class in Part |
(June 1935); letter of congratulation to Synge’s father on Synge'’s First Class
degree, June 1936.
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A.154-A.211

A.155-A.157

Biographical

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS 1936-1992

Offer of post in Sheffield working on haemophilia under Dr Timperley, 18
November 1936.

Postgraduate research 1936-1940.

After graduation Synge stayed in Cambridge, studying in the Department of
Biochemistry under the supervision of N.W. Pirie. Supported by a Benn Levy
studentship he researched on protein analysis, in particular the separation of
acetyl-amino acids. Contemporary techniques for separating biological
substances into its component chemicals were insufficient for Synge’s needs
and he contacted A.J.P. Martin, also working in Cambridge, who had devised
apparatus for the extraction of vitamin E. They collaborated to build more a
sophisticated equipment for extraction. In 1938 Martin moved to the Wool
Industries Research Laboratories in Leeds where he was joined shortly
afterwards by Synge, who had been given a grant from the International
Wool Secretariat to continue their joint research. They built an extended
mechanism for their extraction work. Synge received his Ph.D. in 1940.

Benn Levy Studentship, 1937-1938. Newspaper cutting only.

Miscellaneous Department of Biochemistry material 1938-1939. Includes
song referring to members of the Department.

Telegram and letter re Synge's International Wool Secretariat fellowship,
June 1938.

‘Some new methods in amino-acid analysis: the amino-acid composition of
wool', Synge’s Ph.D. thesis, submitted 1940.

Papers re employment by the Wool Industries Research Association (WIRA),
1940-1941.

After receiving his Ph.D. in 1940 Synge remained at Leeds working on
chemistry of silk and wool until 1943. He was appointed Biochemist with
WIRA in 1941.
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A.163-A.165

A.163

A.164, A.165

Biographical

Exchange with ICI re possible employment opportunities, October 1941,

Synge was looking for a post with more relevance to the war effort.

Miscellaneous papers re anti-aircraft training and war service with the Home
Guard, 1942-1944.

Synge served with the 101 (County of London) Anti-Aircraft Rocket Battery.
It stood down in November 1944,

Election to Life Membership of the French Société de Chimie Biologique, 31
August 1945,

Offers of appointment:
Faculty of Medicine, University of Western Ontario, Canada, 1947.

Senior Principal Research Officer, Division of Plant Industry, CSIRO,
Australia, 1952.

Election to Fellowship of the Royal Society, 1950.

Letter from A.C. Chibnall re nomination, 5 October 1949,

Letters of congratulation, 1950-1951. 2 folders.

In chronological order.

Appointment as Deputy Chief Scientific Officer, Rowett Research Institute,
Aberdeen, 28 July 1952.
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A.167-A.194

A.168-A.175

A177, A.178

Biographical

Nobel Prize for Chemistry, 1952.

Synge and A.J.P. Martin were awarded the Nobel prize ‘for their invention of
partition chromatography’. Synge was accompanied on his visit to
Stockholm for the award ceremonies by his wife and children. After the

ceremonies and other events in Sweden Synge and his family went to
Norway for a skiing holiday.

Notification of award, November 1952.

Letters of congratulation, October 1952 - February 1953, n.d. 8 folders.

In chronological order. Unindexed.

Correspondence re travel etc arrangements for Sweden and Norway.
Includes letters from family members invited by Synge to accompany him.

Correspondence and papers re Nobel prize ceremony and related
arrangements. 2 folders.

Nobel speech.

The speech was given at the Nobel banquet following the award ceremony.

2pp typescript of Synge's speech (in Swedish); manuscript notes.

Correspondence re publication of Synge's Nobel speech and lecture,
January - August 1953.

Invitations to other social functions in Stockholm.

Correspondence re lectures to other organisations in Sweden.

Synge lectured to Clarté, a student peace movement, in Uppsala and was
invited to give a speech to the Fralsningsarmén (Salvation Army), Stockholm.
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A.183, A. 184

A.183

A.188-A.190

A.188

Biographical

Broadcasts.
‘Chromatography’, BBC Radio Swedish Service, 7 December 1952.

Correspondence; rough manuscript draft.

Radio interview with Norsk Rikskringkasting, December 1952.

Invitation; manuscript notes.

Contribution to Swedish peace journal Leva i Fred.

Synge was asked to send a message for the Christmas issue of the journal.

Correspondence; draft and final copy of Synge’'s message.

Miscellaneous correspondence re Nobel prize and Synge's visit to
Scandinavia, October 1952 - March 1953, n.d.

Correspondence arising from award, 1956-1965, 1991. Includes
correspondence re re-publishing Synge's Nobel lecture and speech.

Diary and accounts of visit.

Hardback notebook used by Ann Synge as diary of visit, 6-31 December
1952.

Incomplete letter by Ann Synge to ‘Mother’ dated 20 December 1952 giving
detailed account of the visit to date; manuscript notes by Synge.

Incomplete manuscript accounts by Ann Synge.
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Biographical

A.191-A.194 Memorabilia

A.191-A.193 Scrap-books of newspaper cuttings and other memorabilia, numbered by
Synge 1-3.

‘Om fordelningskromatografi. Nobelpriset i kemi 1952' by W. Forsling,
Sértryck ur Elementa (1953); Wool Industries Research Association Bulletin
15 (1958), with article on the Nobel Prize for Chemistry 1952, pp.11-13;
sketch of Synge and his wife in Sweden; comic songs by D.L. Mould and
A.T. Pnhilipson celebrating Synge’s achievements; signed menu from
celebratory dinner in Aberdeen, 26 November 1952,

Offers of appointment:
Chair of Biochemistry, University of Sheffield, 1954.

Chair of Biochemistry, Imperial College London, 1955.

Honorary Member, Cambridge University Natural Science Club, 1956.

John Price Wetherill Medal, Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, 1959.

Synge was awarded the Medal jointly with A.J.P. Martin and A.T. James for
‘their development of gas-liquid (partition) chromatography'.

Press release; newspaper cutting; correspondence re arrangements for
receiving the prize; congratulations.
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Biographical

Honorary Membership, American Society of Biological Chemists, 1961.

Letter of notification, 4 May 1961; certificate.

Fellowship, Royal Society of Edinburgh, 1963.

Letter of notification, 4 March 1963; certificate; congratulatory letter.

Offers of appointment:
Correspondence re possible appointment at University of Malaya, 1965.
Synge had expressed interest in work in a less developed country.

Visiting Professorship of Biochemistry, University of Texas Medical Branch,
1965.

Honorary Research Associate, University of Aberdeen, 1966.

Letter of notification, 19 May 1966.

Honorary Professorship, University of East Anglia, 1968.

Letter of congratulation only, 30 April 1968.

Honorary Membership, Royal Irish Academy, 1971.

Letter of notification, 16 March 1971.

Life Fellow Membership, Franklin Institute, Pennsylvania, 1971.

Letter of notification, 31 August 1971.

Honorary Fellowship, Trinity College Cambridge, 1972.

Letter of notification, 4 February 1972; notes thanking Synge for gifts to the
College, 1979 and 1981.
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A.207, A.208

Biographical

Honorary Membership, Royal Society of New Zealand, 1974.

Letter of notification, 28 June 1974 and Synge's letter of thanks, November.,

Emeritus Member, Biochemical Society, 1976.

Letter of notification, 26 November 19786.

Invitation to serve as UNESCO Consultant, Alexandria, Egypt, 5 March 1974.

Retirement, 1976.

Two letters re retirement dinner, August, September 1976.

Honorary D.Sc., University of East Anglia, 1976.
Letter of congratulation, 24 December 1976.

For photographs taken at the occasion see A.466.

Offer of appointment:

Senior research post, National Research Council of Canada, 1 December
1977.

Honorary D.Sc., University of Uppsala, 1980.

For photographs taken at the occasion see A.468.

Correspondence and papers re arrangements,

Programme.

Honorary Life Membership, Phytochemical Society, 1982.

Letter of notification, 5 May 1982.
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A.212-A.354

Biographical

Honorary D.Sc., University of Aberdeen, 1987.

Correspondence and papers re arrangements, 1987.

For photographs taken at the occasion see A.470.

The 'Synge Building’, Rowett Research Institute, Aberdeen.

Letter re naming laboratory building after Synge, 4 June 1992

FAMILY

1892-1990. n.d.

In its immediate past, Synge's family came from Bridgnorth in Shropshire.
However, the traditional family seat was Millington in Cheshire. The name
‘Millington’ appeared frequently in the Synge family, being borne not only by
Synge himself, his father Laurence Millington and uncle Richard Millington,
but by their distant relative the playwright John Millington Synge (who came
from a branch of the family that emigrated to Ireland in the seventeenth

century).

In some of the earlier material the family surname is spelled ‘Sing’ or ‘Singe’,
reflecting its pronunciation. The current speliing seems to have been
adopted consistently only after the First World War.

A.212-A311
A.312-A.329
A.330-A.335
A.336-A.343
A.344-A.347
A.348-A.352

A.353, A.354

Parents

Ann Synge (née Stephen), wife
Children

Sisters

Grandparents

Other relatives

Miscellaneous family material
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A.212-A.311

A.212-A.239

A.212

A.213-A.230

A.213

A.215-A.217

A.218, A.219

A.220, A.221

A.222-A.224

A.225-A.227

Biographical

Parents 1892-1972

Synge'’s parents were Laurence Millington Synge, a stockbroker in Liverpool,
and Katharine Charlotte Swan. They were married in 1913 and had three
children. R.L.M. Synge was the eldest and the only son.

A.212-A.239  Laurence Millington Synge

A.240-A.261 Katharine Charlotte Synge (née Swan)

A.262-A.311  Correspondence between Synge and his parents

Laurence Millington Synge 1895-1940

Letters to A.M. Singe (father of L.M. Synge), March, April 1895.

Correspondence from L.M. to K.C. Synge, 1913-1914,

1913 February.

1913 March.

1913 April. 3 folders.

1913 May. 2 folders.

1913 June. 2 folders.

1913 July. 3 folders.

1913 August. 3 folders.
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A.228, A.229

A.231-A.238

A.232, A.233

Biographical

1914 May. 2 folders.

L.M. Synge was stationed in Co. Tipperary, Ireland, for military exercises.

1914 July.

War service.

In the First World War L.M. Synge served with the 4th West Lancs
(Howitzer) Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, rising to the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel. He was wounded on a number of occasions.

Miscellaneous memorabilia, including letters to K.C. Synge re hospitalisation

of her husband and postcards.

Correspondence to L.M. Synge 1917-1918, n.d. 2 folders.

Letters from fellow officers etc, some with news of the Brigade.

Correspondence from L.M. to K.C. Synge, 1926, 1936.

Correspondence from L.M. to K.C. Synge, 1960.

Correspondence from L.M. Synge to Emma Henrietta Swan (L.M. Synge's
mother-in-law), 1913, with draft of a letter of reply, 19 February.

Correspondence between Mary Synge (L.M. Synge's mother) and L.M.
Synge, 1929-1940.

Correspondence and papers re command of Territorial Army 55th (West
Lancs.) Division, 1932.

L.M. Synge relinquished command in December 1932.
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A.240-A.261

A.240, A.241

A.240

A.243-A.246

A.247, A.248

Biographical

Miscellaneous personal correspondence to L.M. Synge, 1915-1943.

Katharine Charlotte Synge (née Swan) 1892-1964

For diaries of K.C. Synge see A.471-A.489.

School reports etc, 1892-1902.

1892-1895, n.d.

1892 report is from Notting Hill & Bayswater Kindergarten & Preparatory
School.

1901-1902.
From Hamilton House School, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Folder also includes extract from Class Lists from 1902 University of

Cambridge Local Examinations for Girls. K.C. Swan gained honours in class
Il.

Correspondence from K.C. Synge to E.H. Swan (mother), 1913, 1934.

Letters of congratulation on and arising from engagement and marriage to
L.M. Synge, February - September 1913. 4 folders.

Marriage of L.M. and K.C. Synge, St Botolph's Church, Cambridge, 3
September 1913.

Invitation to wedding; order of service; newspaper cutting from [?Cambridge]
Weekly News, 5 September 1913; other memorabilia.

Honeymoon, September 1913.

Receipts from hotels.




































































































































































































































































































































































































