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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received in July 1996 from the Needham Research Institute, Sylvester Road,

Cambridge.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF JOSEPH NEEDHAM

A fuller account is to be found in the introduction to the catalogue of Joseph Needham’s papers
compiled in 1985 (NCUACS 54/3/95), to which this catalogue forms a supplement.

Noel Joseph Terence Montgomery Needham (known as Joseph) was born in London on 9 December
1900, the son of Joseph and Alicia Adelaide Needham. He was educated at Oundle School 1914-
1918 and Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge 1918-1922 where he studied for the Natural
Sciences Tripos. Needham then went on to postgraduate research in the Cambridge Biochemistry
Department under Frederick Gowland Hopkins, supported by a Benn Levy Studentship 1922-1924.
He was elected a Fellow of Gonville and Caius College in 1924 and in the same year married Dorothy
Mary Moyle (1896-1987), a fellow researcher in the Department. Needham was appointed University
Demonstrator in Biochemistry in 1928 and in 1933 succeeded J.B.S. Haldane as Sir William Dunn
Reader in Biochemistry. He held this post until 1966 when he became Master of Gonville and Caius

College. He retired from the Mastership in 1976.

Needham's early biochemical research focused on embryology. In Chemical Embryology published in
1931, Needham explained embryological development as a chemical process. He then extended this
work with research into various aspects of morphology, culminating in his 1942 book Biochemistry
and Morphogenesis. He combined a high rate of productivity in biochemistry with a prolific output of
articles on historical, religious, political and philosophical subjects. Needham also gave many
lectures, likewise on historical, philosophical, religious and political subjects in addition to those of

purely biochemical interest.

As well as his contributions to the development of biochemistry in Cambridge Needham was an

important figure in the establishment of the history of science as an academic discipline at Cambridge

as a founder member of the History of Science Lectures Committee. After the Second World War he
served on the History of Science Committee and the History and Philosophy of Science Committee
unti 1971. Needham was also a leading figure in the International Union of the History and
Philosophy of Science.
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Needham's interest in China dated from the mid-1930s. In 1942 Needham went to China as Head of
the British Scientific Mission and under the auspices of the British Council established the Sino-British
Science Cooperation Office (SBSCO). The SBSCO was responsible for assessing the needs of
Chinese scientific, technological and medical institutions and researchers, and facilitating the supply

of equipment and medicines, books and journals to China.

The success of the SBSCO was the immediate inspiration for Needham's vision of postwar
international science co-operation. With the form of the future United Nations organisation under
discussion Needham argued that the proposed United Nations Educational and Cultural Organisation
should include science within its remit. It was appropriate that in 1946 he was appointed the first
Director of the Section of Natural Sciences of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organisation. He served for two years.

On his return to Cambridge in 1948 Needham began work on his new project - a history of the
contribution of China to science and civilisation. This work was to occupy Needham for most of the
rest of his life; the first volume of Science and Civilisation in China appeared in 1954 and by his death
it had run to sixteen volumes. Among those Chinese students who had first encouraged Needham's
interest in China was Lu Gwei-Djen. The Needhams became close friends with Lu and their careers

came together again when she returned to Cambridge in 1957 to assist Needham in this work.

Needham was a religious man. From his student days he was a high church Anglican but combined
this with a commitment to social justice. In the 1930s Needham was active in propagating a highly
political Christianity emphasising its closeness to Marxism and had a long association with the Parish

Church of Thaxted, Essex, identified very closely with the Christian Socialist tradition. In later years

Needham's concern for reconciliation between science and religion led to his Presidency of the
Teilhard de Chardin Centre for the Future of Mankind. He was also a Reader in the Church of
England

Needham was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1941 and in 1971 elected a Fellow of
the British Academy. In 1992 he was appointed a Companion of Honour. Needham died in 1995,
outliving both Dorothy Needham, who died in 1987, and his second wife Lu Gwei-Djen, whom he had
married in 1989 but who died in 1991.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

This catalogue of the papers of Joseph Needham is a supplement to that compiled in 1995 (NCUACS
54/3/95). The material has been arranged into sections and numbered to follow the sequence of the
previous catalogue, which should therefore be consulted in conjunction with this catalogue. Papers

supplementary to the first catalogue have been found for all the sections.

Section A, Biographical, is extensive and supplements the material in the previous catalogue in a
number of areas. There are autobiographical accounts, material relating to Needham’s university
studies and subsequent career, honours and awards. There is significant further family material
relating in particular to his mother A.A. Needham and second wife Lu Gwei-Djen and
correspondence relating to genealogical research into the Needham family. There is also personal
and social correspondence. There is a complete sequence of diaries for 1933-1995. The section
also includes documentation of a number of Needham'’s other interests, including his membership of
the Cambridge Morris Men and interest in folk dance, holidays, and financial records. There are
many photographs, of Needham and members of his family, friends and colleagues, and of tours of
the Cambridge Morris Men in the 1930s.

Section B, Cambridge, chiefly comprises papers relating to Needham’s Presidency and then
Mastership of Gonville and Caius College. There is a little material relating to the Department of
Biochemistry, history of science at Cambridge and to the acquisition of Chinese books for the

University Library.

Section C, Sino-British Science Cooperation Office (SBSCO), is chiefly material relating to the book
Science Outpost (1948) in which the Needhams gave an account of the work of the SBSCO.

Section D, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, presents a little material
supplementary to the previous catalogue. Most relates to Needham’s appointment as Honorary
Counsellor to UNESCO after he left the organisation in 1948,

Section E, Research, is chiefly manuscript notes and drafts related to publications. The bulk of the

papers cover the period 1929-1930s.

Section F, Publications, is extensive. It chiefly relates to Needham's pre-war and wartime publications
but later works are also represented. Included in the section are not only drafts of scientific papers
and books but also writings on philosophical and historical themes. Scientific works documented
include Chemical Embryology (1931), A History of Embryology (1934) and his contribution to The
Chemistry of Life, (1970). There is further material relating to his collections of essays including Time

the refreshing river (1943) and History is on our side (1948). There is also extensive documentation
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of Needham'’s article ‘The geographical distribution of English ceremonial dance traditions’, published
in the Journal of the English Folk-Dance and Folk-Song Society (1936). The section also presents

sequences of editorial correspondence and requests for off-prints.

Section G, Lectures and broadcasts, presents some of Needham's public and invitation lectures
delivered on scientific and religious subjects 1928-1990. There is also a little material relating to

broadcasts.

Section H, Visits and conferences, presents a chronological sequence of material 1931-1988.
Needham'’s historical interests are represented rather better than his biochemical ones. Among the
occasions represented by surviving material are the Second International Congress of the History of
Science and Technology, London, 1931, the First Congress of Polish Science, Warsaw, Poland,
1951, a visit to Romania in January 1963, a visit to Sweden and Denmark, April 1964, the Fifteenth
International Congress of the History of Science, Edinburgh, 10-19 August 1977, and a British Council
sponsored visit to Cyprus, 21 May - 4 June 1979.

Section J, Societies and organisations, documents Needham's involvement with nineteen national
and international bodies. Those best documented are the Cambridge Museum of Technology,
Needham was Chairman of the Trustees 1968-1981, Collet’'s Holdings Ltd, of which Needham was a
director, and the Royal Society, principally the British National Committee for the History of Science,
1969-1972.

Section K, Politics, documents Needham's wide-ranging involvement in politics of the Left. All the
material in the section is post-war. It includes documentation of his concern with peace and nuclear
disarmament and Needham's international outlook, naturally focused on China, is also well-
represented, in particular by material relating to his Presidency of the Society for Anglo-Chinese
Understanding (SACU).

Section L, Religion and society, represents Needham's religious concerns. There is a chronological
sequence of sermons and addresses, 1935, 1961-1987 delivered by Needham, principally at divine
service at Gonville & Caius College Chapel and at Thaxted Parish Church. There is documentation of
Needham’s association with the Teilhard Centre for the Future of Man (Needham was Honorary
President from 1967), Thaxted Church, Needham'’s involvement with which dated back to 1927, and
various other religious organisations. There is also material assembled by Needham relating to
Christianity in China, and religious literature including tracts and offprints which attest to his interest in

the Christian Socialist tradition.

Section M, Correspondence, consists of a sequence of longer exchanges arranged alphabetically by

correspondent, a sequence of shorter exchanges and single letters arranged chronologically 1923-
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1994, and references and recommendations. Principal correspondents include Zain-ul-Abedin, Max
Pettersson and M. Teich. The sequence of shorter correspondence, the great bulk of which dates
from the last twenty five years of Needham'’s life, reflects his religious, political and especially history
of science interests as well as including news of the principal events of his personal life. It should be
noted that there is extensive correspondence throughout the catalogue. Much of Needham's
correspondence is to be found in other sections where it is retained with the material with which it was

found.

There is also an index of correspondents.

LOCATIONS OF OTHER MATERIAL

Photographs, postcards and items of memorabilia were returned to the Needham Research Institute.

The previously catalogued papers and correspondence of Joseph Needham are deposited in
Cambridge University Library. Finding aid: NCUACS catalogue no. 54/3/95.

Papers relating to Needham's Mastership of Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge, 1966-1976 are
held by the College Archives.

Papers relating to Needham's work on Science and Civilisation in China are held at the Needham

Research Institute, Sylvester Road, Cambridge.

Papers and correspondence relating to chemical and biological warfare, 1952-1989 were deposited
by Needham at the Imperial War Museum, London. Finding aid: NCUACS catalogue no. 55/4/95.

Papers and correspondence of Dorothy Needham are deposited in the Library of Girton College
Cambridge. Finding aids: NCUACS catalogue nos 22/7/90, 37/5/92 and 62/5/96.

Timothy E. Powell
Peter Harper
Bath 1999
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SECTION A BIOGRAPHICAL A.696-A.1220

The material in this section has been numbered to follow that in the previous catalogue (NCUACS

54/3/95) in conjunction with which it should be consulted.

The material is arranged as follows:

A.696-A.716 BIOGRAPHICAL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL

A.717,A.718 CHILDHOOD

A.719-A.729 UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE

A.730-A.763 CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

A.764-A.823 FAMILY

A.824-A.841 PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE

A.842-A.892 CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER
INTERESTS

A.893-A.948 DIARIES

A.949-A.1050 HOLIDAYS

A.1051-A.1061 SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS AND INVITATIONS

A.1062-A.1083 FINANCIAL

A.1084-A.1107 MISCELLANEQUS

A.1108-A.1220 PHOTOGRAPHS
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A.696-A.716

A.700-A.704

Biographical

BIOGRAPHICAL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 1930-1993, n.d.

For a biographical account written on the occasion of Needham'’s receiving
the Leonardo da Vinci Medal in 1968 see A.747.

Television interview for Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation, 23 May 1979.

Two different manuscript lists of questions (one photocopied with Needham's
manuscript annotations) for Needham.

Needham was visiting Cyprus as a guest of the Cyprus Research Centre with

British Council support. See H.248-H.252. He also broadcast on the history
of science in China, see G.138-G.140.

‘Brain of Britain...and China’ by Anthony Butler.
Profile of Needham in the Scotsman Magazine, October 1982, pp 20-23.

Copy of the Scotsman Magazine.

Videotaped interview for the Biochemical Society.

Correspondence re arrangements, March 1985 - June 1986; interview
agreement, June 1990.

Autobiographical account for New Humanist magazine.
The account gives a brief insight into Needham'’s religious views.

Correspondence September 1991 - February 1992 (Needham's account is in
his letter of 26 February).

Correspondence with and papers from P.G. Werskey, 1968-1969, 1977-
1979.

Werskey was an American Ph.D. student working on Left wing scientists
active in the 1930s. He interviewed Needham as part of his research in May
1968 and spent some time with Needham arranging some of his personal
papers (see the Conspectus in the previous catalogue).

Werskey's work was published as The Visible College (London, 1978).

Correspondence 1968.
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A.707-A.710

A.707

Biographical

‘Record of a Conversation on 21 May 1968 between Gary Werskey, Keith
Roberts and Harold Fruchtbaum and Joseph Needham on the “Science and
Society” movement in the Thirties’. 34pp corrected typescript.

‘The Visible College: Precis of a study of the Science and Society Movement
in Great Britain, 1918-1941’, 31pp typescript, November 1968.

‘The Visible College. A study of socialist scientists in Britain, 1918-1941’,
22pp typescript + appendices and notes. ca May 1969.

Correspondence with Werskey re publication of The Visible College, 1977-
1979.

Miscellaneous correspondence re requests for biographical information,
1968-1994.

Letters re photographs of Needham, 1949, 1966.

Passports.
1945-1950.

Loose at front is UN letter of credence for visit to Poland and
Czechoslovakia, issued 20 June 1947.

1947-1957.

Loose at front are UN letters of credence issued 7 May and 14 October 1947
and visa for visit to Mexico, issued 8 October 1947,

1957-1967.

1965-1975.
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Biographical

A711-A.716 Needham's health.

A711-A.715 Correspondence and papers in chronological order 1930-1993, n.d.

A.711 1930-1959.

1960-1969.

1970-1978.

1980-19889.

1982 correspondence includes Needham’s observations on the effect of
ageing for prospective book by Alice Heim.

1990-1993, n.d.

Includes manuscript notes for Needham's carers.

X-rays of Needham’s digestive system, January 1960.

A.717, A.718 CHILDHOOD

Birth certificate, 1900.

Invitation to join and Rules of ‘Christian Soldiers Society’ (Needham was
President). Manuscript in Needham'’s hand. N.d.
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A.719-A.729

A.720-A.729

A.720

Biographical

UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE 1918-1925

King's College Hospital London, 1918.

| Certificate of registration as a medical student, 25 May 1918.

Gonville & Caius College Cambridge, 1918-1925.

Papers re University of Cambridge Previous Examination, March 1918.

University of Cambridge ‘Regulations and Schedules for Medical and
Surgical Degrees’, 1918.

Needham is recorded as having passed all elements of the First M.B.
Examination 1920. The book also records Needham's study of Chemistry,

Anatomy, Physiology and Biochemistry in Cambridge 1918-1920, and
Physiology, Biochemistry and Anatomy at King's College London, 1919-1920.

Certificate of results from First M.B. Examination, June 1919; certificate
cards from anatomy classes 1919-1920.

Lists of College prizes and degree awards, June 1921.

Needham received the Natural Science Essay Prize and was awarded BA.

‘Outstanding problems of physiology’, 6pp manuscript.

Annotated on back ‘Nat. Sci. Trip. Part Il Essay Paper 24.5.'22’.

List of College prizes, June 1922.

Needham again received the Natural Science Essay Prize.

Contents of Needham’s envelope: manuscript notes ca 1922

These notes appear to have been assembled by Needham at the end of his
undergraduate studies when he was thinking of what course to pursue
following graduation.

Fies
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A.730-A.763

A.731, A.732

Biographical

The material includes Needham'’s possible plans for his future career, ideas
for a course in biophysics, notes on studentships available.

Telegram of congratulation on Benn Levy Studentship from A.A. Needham
(mother), 18 September 1922,

Correspondence re research 1923.

Correspondence and papers re Ph.D., 1925.

Includes Needham'’s list of chapters, marked as completed.

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS 1921-1993

Notifications of election to:

Fellowship of Cambridge Philosophical Society, 1922.
Physiological Society, 1924.

Aristotelian Society, 1925.

Society for Experimental Biology, 1927.

Election to an Unofficial Fellowship, Gonville & Caius College Cambridge,

1924 and re-election 1927.

Notification of elections, 1924 and 1927.

Letters of congratulation 1924.

Election to Fellowship of Royal Society of Medicine, 1924

Correspondence re election 1924 and invitation to join Section of
Therapeutics and Pharmacology, 1927.
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A.738-A.740

A.739, A.740

Biographical

Offer of post as ‘successor to Doctor Murray [at] Brynmawr’ Pennsylvania,
USA. 1926.

Telegram only.

Acting Professorship of Physiology, Stanford University, California, USA,
1929.

Brief correspondence 1929.

Application for Royal Society Smithson Fellowship, 14 November 1930.

Letter of rejection, 14 November 1930.

Award of University of Cambridge D.Sc., 1932.

Correspondence and papers including letters of congratulation, 1932.

Appointment as Sir William Dunn Reader in Biochemistry, 1933.
Needham was appointed Reader following the dismissal of J.B.S. Haldane

from the Readership. Haldane had been named as a co-respondent in a
divorce action.

Manuscript note inscribed by Needham ‘Written by Dophi while waiting to
hear result of Readership election 28.2.33"; press-cuttings re Haldane’s
dismissal and Needham’s appointment.

Letters of congratulation, March-April 1933.

2 folders.

Award of Gonville & Caius College Thruston Medal to Needham for Chemical
Embryology, 1934.

Notification, 1934.

Election as Corresponding Member of the French Société de Biologie, 1937.

Notification, 1937.
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Biographical

Election to Fellowship of the Royal Society, 1941.

Certificate.

Election to Presidency of Gonville & Caius College, 1959.

Extract from Cambridge University Reporter, 14 October 1959; letters of
congratulation.

Award of Sir William Jones Memorial Medal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
1962.

Needham was unable to receive the Medal in person so it was collected on
his behalf by S. Sen. However, the Medal was only delivered to him in 1967.
See H.156.

Correspondence re award, 1962-1963, 1967; 2pp typescript of Needham's
‘Words of thanks’; press-cuttings recording the award.

Award of the George Sarton Medal of the History of Science Society, 1968.

Needham was presented with the award during the Twelfth International
Congress of the History of Science, Paris, France, August 1968.

Correspondence and papers including 11pp manuscript draft and 6pp

typescript copy of Needham’s address on the reception of the Medal (in
French and Chinese).

Award of the Leonardo da Vinci Medal of the Society for the History of
Technology, 1968.

The Medal was received on Needham'’s behalf by W.W. Nowinski.

Correspondence and papers including 11pp typescript biographical outline of
Needham.

Honorary Doctor of Letters, University of Hull, 1976.

Letter only, 13 April 1976.

Election as Knight of Mark Twain, 1978.

Letter only, 14 September 1978.
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Biographical

Dexter Award of the History of Chemistry Division of the American Chemical
Society, 1979.

The Award was received on Needham's behalf by P. Rattansi.
Correspondence and papers including 8pp photocopied typescript of

Needham'’s address delivered at the award reception, and correspondence
arising 1980-1982.

Honorary Presidency of the Canadian College for Chinese Studies, Victoria,
British Columbia, Canada, 1984.

Correspondence, 1984,

Award of the Bernal Prize of the Society for the Social Studies of Science,
1984.

Correspondence and papers including Needham’s manuscript notes for
speech on receiving the prize, 1984.

Election to Honorary Membership of the Deutsche Morgenlandische
Geselischaft, 1986.

Correspondence, 1986.

Award of the Medal of the International Science Policy Foundation, 1987.

Letter and programme re presentation, 1987.

Election to Honorary Fellowship of Robinson College Cambridge, 1990.

Brief correspondence, 1980

Dinner to mark the fiftieth anniversary of Needham's election to the
Fellowship of the Royal Society, 1991.

Correspondence, 1991.
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Biographical

A.757-A.762 Membership of the Order of the Companions of Honour, 1992.

A.757 Notification of award and correspondence and papers re arrangements for
investiture, May - December 1992.

A.758-A.761 Letters of congratulation, June 1992 - April 1993.
In chronological order.

4 folders.

Needham Research Institute Newsletter no. 13 (January 1993) recording the
occasion.

Degree certificates:
BA, June 1921.

MA, January 1925.
PhD, October 1925.

DSc, November 1932.

A.764-A.823 FAMILY 1874-1994

A.764-A.778 Alicia Adelaide Needham (mother)
A.779, A.780 Joseph Needham (father)

A.781 John W. Montgomery (maternal grandfather)

A.782-A.791 Dorothy Mary Moyle Needham (first wife)

A.792-A.808 Lu Gwei-Djen (second wife)
A.809 Elizabeth Anne Montgomery Wilson (cousin)

A.810-A.823 Family history
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A.764-A.778

A.764

A.767-A.772

A.770, A.771

Biographical

Alicia Adelaide Needham (mother) 1894-1992

Postcards:
Picture of A.A. Needham with Joseph as an infant.

Advertising her ‘Knitting War Song’ ca 1914.

Inviting contributions for her collection of ‘Comforts for the troops’.

All were later used by Needham for bibliographical references.

Photograph album used by A.A. Needham for her ‘spirit photographs’.
Pasted to the inside cover is a note by A.A. Needham:

‘The photographer [A.A. Needham] is an amateur. Knows not as yet how to
develop or print and only began when she was told by Mediums that she was
a Spirit Photographer about two years ago. Nobody is more astounded than
herself!’ '

The photographs are of various people and most purport to show psychic

auras, lights, spirits etc. Labels pasted into the album identify the incidents
photographed.

Correspondence from A.A. Needham to Joseph Needham, 1924, 1929.

‘AAN royalties’. Contents of folder so inscribed divided into six for ease of
reference: royalty statements and related correspondence 1948-1992.
Correspondence with Inland Revenue and others re Estate of A.A. Needham

and royalties accruing, 1948-1968.

Statement of accounts from Estate of A.A. Needham, 1948-1952, and
associated material.

Royalty statements from Boosey and Hawkes Inc., New York, 1949-1960.

Royalty statements from Boosey and Hawkes Ltd, London, 1967-1992.

2 folders.
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A.773-A.778

A773

A.779, A.780

A.779

Biographical

Correspondence re A.A. Needham, 1976, 1978.

Letter from P. Graves re broadcast on A.A. Needham on Irish radio, August
1976 and exchange of correspondence between Needham and D.R.
Holdgate re A.A. Needham's songs, 1978.

Printed song collections.

An Album of Twelve Hush-Songs composed by Alicia Adelaide Needham,
Boosey & Co., London, copyright 1897.

A Bunch of Shamrocks. Irish Song-Cycle for Four Solo Voices composed by
Alicia Adelaide Needham, Boosey & Co., London, copyright 1904.

Twelve Small Songs for Small People by Alicia Adelaide Needham, Schott &
Co., London, copyright 1904,

The songbook is dedicated ‘To my darling baby Terence'.

Four Songs for Women Suffragists. Music by Alicia Adelaide Needham,
Houghton & Co., London, 1908.

A Bunch of Heather. Scottish Song-Cycle by Alicia Adelaide Needham,
Boosey & Co., London, 1910.

Army and Navy Song-Cycle. Music composed by Alicia Adelaide Needham,
Boosey & Co., London, copyright 1912.

Joseph Needham (father) 1874, 1967

Letter from J. Needham to Miss Winnie Needham, 11 January 1874

Letters of condolence to Needham on the death of his father, August,
September 1920.
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A.782-A.791

A.782, A.783

A.785-A.787

A.785

Biographical

Correspondence between Needham and the Vicar of Marchwood,
Hampshire, re repair and maintenance of the grave of J. and A. A. Needham,
1967.

John W. Montgomery (maternal grandfather) 1884

Album of press-cuttings kept by Montgomery 1864-1884. Indexed at front.

These articles, poems and miscellanea are probably those compiled or
contributed by Montgomery to the regional press.

Dorothy Mary Moyle Needham (first wife) 1923-1989

Letters of congratulation upon Needham's engagement to Dorothy M. Moyle,
19283.

2 folders.

Letters from J.T. and E. Moyle (parents of Dorothy) re marriage plans, 1924.

Correspondence between Needham and Dorothy, 1923-1979, n.d.

1923, 1926-1949.

Postcard of 1923 from Needham to Moyle from lona includes photographs.

1959-1968.

1970-1979, n.d.

Personal correspondence to D.M.M. Needham, 1927-1973, n.d.

Chiefly postcards.

Correspondence and papers re Will and Estate of D.M.M. Needham, 1968-
1989.
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A.790, A.791

A.792-A.805

A.792

A.793-A.796

Biographical

Correspondence and papers re medical care of D.M.M. Needham, 1982-

1986.

1982-1984.

1984-1986.

Lu Gwei-Djen (second wife) 1947-1994

Postcards to Lu from Needham, 1947, 1954-1955.

Postcards to Lu from other friends, 1949-1969.

The postcards 1949-1957 are addressed to Lu in Paris where she was

working for the United Nations.

1949-1951.

1952-1953.

1954-1955.

1956-1957, 1968-1969.

Correspondence to the Needhams from Lu, 1956-1972.

Miscellaneous manuscript notes reflecting on the relationship between
Needham and Lu.

Exchange between Needham and Who's Who suggesting Lu be included in
Who’s Who, May 1979.
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A.800-A.802

A.800, A.801

A.803-A.805

A.803

A.807, A.808

Biographical

Marriage of Needham and Lu, 1989.
Letters and cards of congratulation, 1989-1990.

2 folders.

Cards of congratulation signed by those attending a private dinner and from
‘Sherry party...at the SCR'.

Death of Lu, November 1991.

Letters of condolence and apologies for being unable to attend the memorial
service, 1992-1993.

Order of service for Memorial Service, Robinson College Cambridge Chapel,
2 May 1992.

Address by Needham at the memorial service, published as obituary of Lu in
The Caian, November 1992, with ‘The longer version with some suggested
cuts’, Spp typescript.

Contents of Needham’s envelope: miscellaneous biographical material: Lu's
Certificate of Naturalisation, 1967; Archbishop’s License for marriage of
Needham and Lu, 1989; marriage certificate, 1989.

Correspondence and papers re the Estate of Lu, 1991-1994.

Lu died intestate and her relatives in China queried the disposition of her
Estate.

2 folders.

Elizabeth Anne Montgomery Wilson (cousin)

?Visitors book.

In use 1912-¢ca 1921.
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A.810-A.823

A.810-A.818

A.810

Biographical

Signatories include King George V and Queen Mary (28 June 1912) and
General Roberts and family

Pasted into the book towards the front is a slip of paper bearing the
signatures of Kitchener and Baden-Powell (the latter dated 12 October
1900).

Family history 1926-1992, n.d.

Needham'’s interest in the history of his family was best evidenced in the late
1920s and early 1930s when he wrote to the periodical Notes and Queries
requesting information and corresponded with other Needhams about family
history.

Correspondence and papers 1926-1992, n.d.

1926-1927.

Includes extract from Notes and Queries, 3 December 1927 on Walter
Needham FRS (d.1691).

1928.

Includes extract from Notes and Queries, 14 July 1928 on Walter Needham.

1929-1931.

1934, 1936.

1941-1949.

1953-1966.

1972, 1976, 1977.

Includes 6pp typescript on John Turberville Needham by R.H. Westbrook.
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A.820, A.821

A.824-A.841A

A.824-A.841

Biographical

1985, 1991-1992.

Needham’s general manuscript notes on family history.

Needham’s manuscript notes on family history arranged by place or county.

2 folders.

Material re the Moyle family home at Trevissick, Comwall: 2 photographs and
manuscript sketch.

‘JN's family tree’.

PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE 1923-1994

A.824-A.841 Social and personal correspondence

A.841A Adoption case

Social and personal correspondence 1923-1994

The material includes postcards and greetings cards.

Not all such material was retained with the collection; cards bearing only a

salutation were returned to the Needham Research Institute.

1923-1929.

1930-1939.

1947, 1949,
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1950-19589.

1960-1965.

1966-1968.

1970-1972.

1973-1975.

1976-1979.

1980, 1981.

1982, 1983.

1985, 1986.

1987-1989.

1990, 1991.

1992-1994.

Biographical
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A.842-A.892

A.842-A.859

A.842-A.851

Biographical

Adoption case 1951-1952

Needham was involved in trying to secure the adoption by a family in the
United Kingdom of a child born to an English mother and a Chinese father.

Correspondence 1951-1952.

CLUBS, ASSOCIATIONS AND OTHER INTERESTS

A.842-A.859 Morris dancing
A.860-A.875 ‘Shantan Bailie school’
A.876-A.878 Wine

A.879-A.881 Railways

A.882-A.889 Clubs and societies

A.890-A.892 Charities

Morris dancing 1934-1993

See also F.448-F.461 of this catalogue.
A.842-A.851 The Morris Ring
A.852-A.854 Cambridge Morris Men

A.855-A.859 Tunes and dances

The Morris Ring 1934-1990

In 1933 the Cambridge Morris Men (see A.852-A.854 below), prompted by
Needham who was then its ‘Squire’, suggested the establishment of a
national Morris Dancing association. Five other Morris Dancing clubs were
approached and in April 1934 the Morris Ring was instituted.
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A.842-A.849

Biographical

‘Morris Ring’. Contents of Needham’s extensively annotated envelope so
titled.

The contents relate to the history of the Morris Ring and seem to have been
assembled for Needham's 1984 speech at the Golden Jubilee Dinner of the
Ring (see A.850).

The envelope itself bears Needham’s notes relating to the establishment of
the Morris Ring from ca 1934. It has been retained as A.842.

Original envelope.

Letters and manuscript note re formation of the Ring, May 1934.

‘Fifty Years of Morris Dancing 1899-1949’, pamphlet in honour of Cecil
Sharp, published by the Morris Ring, 1949.

‘Morris Dancing through London’, souvenir programme marking the twenty-
first anniversary of the Ring, 1955.

‘The Morris Dances of England’, pamphlet published by the Morris Ring for
the twenty-first anniversary, 1955.

Letter from R. Wortley re the Morris Ring, enclosing Morris Ring circulars for
1955 and 1956, 28 February 1956.

Correspondence and papers re the Golden Jubilee Dinner, Birmingham, 12
May 1984.

Needham was a guest speaker (see A.850 below).

Includes photocopied extracts from the Cambridge Morris Men Minute book
re the establishment of the Ring.

Manuscript printed and manuscript material.

Manuscript and typescript draft, and 5pp typescript copy of Needham's
speech at the Morris Ring Golden Jubilee Dinner, Birmingham, 12 May 1984.
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A.852-A.854

A.855-A.859

A.856-A.859

A.860-A.875

Biographical

Correspondence re Morris dance, 1984, 1990.

Cambridge Morris Men 1934-1993

This was founded in 1924. Needham's friend C.H. Waddington was
admitted the following year and Needham joined in 1931. He was Squire of
the Cambridge Morris Men in 1933 and 1941.

For photographs during tours see A.1164-A.1177.

Tenth Anniversary brochure, April 1934.

Correspondence, 1969-1992,

Fiftieth Anniversary brochure, October 1974; menus for Feasts, 1985 and
1993.

Tunes and dances

Contents of Needham’s envelopes containing principally manuscript notes of
tunes (?on the accordion)

‘Morris Tunes JN'. Contents of Needham's notebook and loose material
found in envelope. Chiefly manuscript notes of tunes.

The notebook binding had disintegrated and the pages and covers were
loose within the envelope.

Contents of Needham's envelope divided into four for ease of reference:
chiefly manuscript notes of tunes.

‘Shantan Bailie school’ 1946-1951

Contents of Needham's folder so inscribed.
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A.861, A.862

A.863, A.864

A.865-A.868

A.865

Biographical

The Bailie schools were started with international support to train Chinese
students in agricultural and other techniques. The Bailie school at Shantan
was established by Rewi Alley after the pupils of the Shuangshipsu Bailie
School fleeing from the Japanese arrived in Shantan in 1944. It was a
technical and agricultural training school for Chinese co-operatives. In the
late 1940s all the Bailie schools were amalgamated at Shantan.

The Shantan Bailie School was principally supported by INDUSCO, Inc (the
American Committee in Aid of Chinese Industrial Cooperatives). Rewi Alley
was Headmaster of the School.

Correspondence, chiefly from Alley to Needham re situation in Shantan,
1946-1951.

INDUSCO Bulletins 1946-1951.
Not a complete sequence.

The Bulletins report support given by INDUSCO to Chinese cooperatives,
including the Bailie schools.

2 folders.

School newsletters, 1949-1950.

2 folders.

Printed material.

‘Shantan Bailie School 1948'.

‘Shantan Bailie School 1949'.

Chinese language booklet with ‘Description of the Bailie School of the
Chinese Industrial Cooperatives at Shantan, Kansu'. 1949. '

An annotation by Alley on the front cover explains that the booklet was
printed on home-made paper by the School for information for the People’s
Liberation Army when they captured Shantan in September 1949.
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A.871, A.872

A.871

A.873-A.875

Biographical

‘Training Rural Leaders: An FAO Study, published by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the UN, 1949,

The book describes the work of the Shantan Bailie School.

Typescript and duplicated typescript material 1949-1951.

Includes ‘Memorandum on Sandan Bailie School Dec 2nd 1949,
typescript.

Duplicated typescript reports from C.W. Chang, FAO Asia and Far East
Agriculture Officer, ca 1950.

Plans and maps of Shantan by W.B. Harland, 1945.

‘Shantan Geological Structure’; ‘Shantan Compass Triangulation’; ‘Shantan
Topographical Detail'.

‘Shantan Economic Analysis’; Shantan geological survey; ‘Lanchow Bailie
School Compass Sketch 1945’,

‘Boys'. Contents of Needham'’s folder so inscribed: correspondence 1947-
1950.

In 1947 two pupils from the Shantan Bailie School, Sun Kuang-Chiin and
Wang Wen-Sheng were sent to UK for training in methods of textile
manufacture. Their visit was funded by British United Aid to China.

The correspondence relates to Needham's efforts to find them

accommodation and suitable work experience. They returned to China in
1950.

1947-1948.

1949 January - April.

1949 May-December, 1950.
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A.876-A.878

A.876

A.879-A.881

A.879

A.882-A.889

Biographical

Wine 1954-1982

Rules of International Exhibition Co-operative Wine Society Ltd, with
Needham's membership card, 1954.

International Exhibition Co-operative Wine Society Ltd order book, used
1956-1967, 1982.

Wine Society order book, used 1967-1975, with loose notes 1970s at front.

Railways 1972-1994

Agenda of the AGM of the Railway Preservation Society, 23 September
1972.

Cambridge University Railway Club material, 1989-1994.

Agenda and papers for the AGM of Severn Valley Railway (Holdings) pic, 19
August 1994.

Clubs and societies

In alphabetical order.

Hamerton Wildlife Centre, Huntingdon

Response to appeal, 1992.

The Newcomen Society

Response to appeal 1991.
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A.884-A.886

A.884

A.890-A.892

A.890

A.891, A.892

A.891

Biographical

New Gymnosophy Society

Letters from H.C. Booth, Honorary Secretary of the Society in response to an
inquiry from Needham, March-April 1927.

Duplicated typescript bulletins, 1, 5-10, 1925-1927.
Other duplicated typescript literature, ca 1926.

Newnham Residents Association, Cambridge

Newsletters 5-25, 1980-1987 (not a complete sequence).

Oundle School, Cambridgeshire

Correspondence and papers re contributions of published works to the
school’s centenary exhibition 1976.

Needham was invited to contribute as an Old Qundleian.

SS Great Britain Project

Response to appeal 1977.
Charities 1977-1994
Statement from Charities Aid Foundation recording charitable payments by

Needham, July-December 1994.

Miscellaneous material re charities supported by Needham.

Cambridge Association for Social Welfare, 1977.

Cambridge Cyrenians, 1980.

Parkinson's Disease Society, 1991.






























































































































































































































































































