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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received for cataloguing from the Medical Research Council Laboratory of Molecular
Biology, Cambridge, and from Dr Celia Milstein (widow) via the Laboratory in May 2005.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF CESAR MILSTEIN

César Milstein was born in Bahia Blanca, Argentina, on 8 October 1927, the middle boy of three sons.
His father was a Ukrainian Jewish immigrant and his mother, a teacher, was also Jewish but born in
Argentina although her family had originally emigrated from Lithuania. As a child Milstein developed
an interest in biology at an early age. In an interview in 1998 he recounted that it stemmed from a
holiday visit made by his cousin, a chemistry graduate student from the University of Buenos Aires,
when he was just over seven years old, ‘Her explanations of how she removed venom from snakes
and used it to prepare antiserum to treat people bitten by poisonous snakes had a profound impact on

me and awakened my interest in biology'.

After schooling at the Colegio Nacional in Bahia Blanca, Milstein went on to study chemistry at the
University of Buenos Aires. Here he was active in student politics and met his future wife, Celia
Prilleltensky. They married in 1953, taking a one year honeymoon trip travelling around Europe and
Israel. Returning to the Instituto de Quimica Biologica at the University of Buenos Aires, Milstein
studied for his doctorate under the direction of the eminent biochemist A.O.M. Stoppani, Professor of
Biochemistry at the Medical School. To support themselves during this period both he and his wife
worked part-time as clinical analysts, Milstein for Laboratorios Liebeschutz. He obtained his Ph.D. in
1957, for a kinetic analysis of the enzyme aldehyde dehydrogenase and on its completion Milstein
was awarded a British Council Fellowship to go to Cambridge to work in the Department of
Biochemistry under Malcolm Dixon, studying the mechanism of metal activation of the enzyme
phosphoglucomutase. There he met Fred Sanger, with whom he formed a lifelong association, and
completed a second doctorate. In 1961 he returned to Argentina as Head of Division de Biologia

Molecular, Instituto Nacional de Microbiologia in Buenos Aires to continue his research into enzymes.

Upon returning to Argentina, the Milsteins found the political climate very different from before.
Following a military coup °...political persecution of liberal intellectuals and scientists manifested itself
as a vendetta against the director of the institute where | was working’, Milstein later wrote. The

situation was intolerable and in 1963 Milstein left Argentina for the second time and returned to

Cambridge to rejoin Sanger at the newly established Medical Research Council Laboratory of
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Molecular Biology. Here he was to remain for the rest of his career, Head of the Protein Chemistry
Subdivision 1969-1980, Joint Head of the Division of Protein and Nucleic Acid Chemistry 1981-1995
and from 1988 to retirement in 1995 serving as Deputy Director of the Laboratory. He became a
Fellow of Darwin College, Cambridge in 1980 (Emeritus Fellow 1995, Honorary Fellow 2002) and an

Honorary Fellow of Fitzwilliam College in 1982.

At the Laboratory of Molecular Biology, on the advice of Sanger, Milstein switched from enzymology
to immunology and work on antibodies, proteins produced by the cells of the immune system in
response to attacks by foreign bodies (antigens). His research focused on the genetic study of
antibody diversification, how antibodies acquire their ability to fight specific antigens and the means by
which pure antibodies could be produced in the laboratory. Milstein’s research group was a lively one
and many young scientists from all over the world, in later years especially from Spanish-speaking
countries, came to research under him. It was with a German visiting researcher, Georges Kéhler,
who came from the Basel Institute for Immunology (Ph.D. University of Freiburg), that in 1975 Milstein
invented the hybridoma technique for the production of monoclonal antibodies. By fusing antibody-
producing cells with tumour cells, Milstein and Kéhler were able to produce a hybridoma, which could
then continuously synthesize antibodies that were identical to those produced by the antibody-
producing cell before it was fused. Used as research tools, monoclonal antibodies revolutionised the

way in which biologists viewed living systems but monoclonal antibody production also opened the

way for the commercial development of new types of drugs and diagnostic tests in fields as diverse as

cancer, the prevention of transplant rejection, pregnancy testing and the treatment of arthritis. In 1984
Milstein and Kohler received the Nobel Prize for Medicine for their work, along with N.K. Jerne, who
had done theoretical work on the human immune system. Milstein and his research group continued
to work in this field, improving and developing monoclonal antibody technology right up to his death,
aged 74, on 24 March 2002. He was survived by his wife Celia.

Milstein won very many honours and awards. He was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society
in 1975 (Wellcome Medal 1980, Royal Medal 1982, Copley Medal 1989, Croonian Lecture 1989) and
in 1981 was made a Foreign Associate of the US National Academy of Sciences. Among the major
prizes he received were the Avery-Landsteiner Prize of the Society for Immunology in 1979, the Wolf
Prize in Medicine of the Wolf Foundation in 1980, the Robert Koch Prize (Germany) and Karl
Landsteiner Award of the American Association of Blood Banks, both in 1982, and the Albert Lasker
Basic Medical Research Award in 1984. These awards culminated with the award of the Nobel Prize
in 1984. In 1995 Milstein was made a Companion of Honour for services to molecular biology and in

2000 the Medical Research Council awarded him its first Millennium Medal.

After the fall of the military government in Argentina in 1983 Milstein received many invitations to visit
his native country and was accorded many honours, including in 1985 Honorary Membership of the

Associacion Argentina de Alergia e Immunologia, in 1988 Honorary Fellowship of the National
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Academy of Sciences of Argentina and Honorary Membership of the Sociedad Cientifica Argentina
and in 2000 the Presidential Medal of Merit for Scientific Excellence. The same year he was made a
Corresponding Member of the Academia de Ciencias de América Latina.

For further information on the life and work of Milstein see ‘César Milstein CH 8 October 1927-24
March 2002’ by M.S. Neuberger and B.A. Askonas, Biographical Memoirs of Fellows of the Royal
Society, vol 51 (2005).

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The collection is presented as given in the list of contents. It is dominated by comprehensive
documentation of the work of Milstein, and his research group, from the early 1950s to his death. A
significant proportion of the material is in Spanish, reflecting his origins and his continuing connections

with Argentina and the wider Spanish-speaking world.

Section A, Biographical, presents a range of material relating to Milstein’s life and career. There are
obituaries, curricula vitae and a range of biographical accounts and interviews. His career is patchily
documented but includes university certificates, formal papers relating to employment at the
Laboratory of Molecular Biology and the contents of his office notice board at the time of his death.
There is very good coverage of awards and honours accorded to Milstein from 1977 onwards. It
includes the Avery-Landsteiner Prize 1979, Robert Koch Medal 1980, Wolf Prize 1980, Karl
Landsteiner Memorial Award 1982, Albert Lasker Award 1984, Copley Medal of the Royal Society
1989, Companion of Honour 1995 and of course the Nobel Prize of 1984. There are also the

Argentine honours accorded him from the 1980s onwards. Of additional interest are the contents of

his two bulky folders of honours declined; in particular Milstein was disinclined to accept honorary
degrees. Personal correspondence is varied and ranges from appeals for help or support for causes

to College functions in Cambridge.

Section B, Laboratory of Molecular Biology, comprises two components. There is a sequence of
office appointment diaries covering the period 1993-2002, and Milstein’s files on postgraduate and
postdoctoral students and visiting researchers. These cover 1970 to 2002 and include many of the
researchers from all over the world (especially from Argentina and the Spanish-speaking world) who

spent time in Milstein’s group. It includes documentation of Georges Kéhler's research fellowship at

the Laboratory.

Section C, Research, is the single largest component of the collection, in terms of size comprising
over two thirds of the total. The section documents Milstein’s scientific research from the University of

Buenos Aires in the mid 1950s, the Department of Biochemistry in Cambridge and during his brief
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return to Argentina in 1961-1962, to his career at the Medical Research Council Laboratory of
Molecular Biology up to and well beyond official retirement. It thus spans some fifty years of research
in enzymology and molecular biology, and much of the material covers not only the work of Milstein
himself but his wider research group. The earlier period up to and including the 1960s is represented
in the form of bound notebooks but the greater part of the material, dating 1970-2002, is the contents
of MRC ringbinders kept as laboratory notebooks and thus styled. It is highly technical in nature,
covering laboratory techniques for the study of antibody behaviour, diversification and the production
of monoclonal antibodies, and the notebooks contain much experimental data. Very significant
documentation was kept by his longstanding laboratory technician and research officer J.M. Jarvis but
many other researchers and research themes are represented. The section includes documentation
of the administration of research in the form of records of the distribution worldwide of cell line
samples from Milstein's laboratory and a little material relating to grant applications. There is also
material relating to patents, including correspondence relating to the failure to patent monoclonal
antibodies in the mid 1970s.

Section D, Lectures and publications, is divided into three subsections. The first presents drafts for
some of Milstein’s public and invitation lectures from 1965. He was always in considerable demand
as a distinguished molecular biologist but following the award of the Nobel Prize invitations to lecture
increased. Prestigious lectures documented here include the Sir Frederick Gowland Hopkins
Memorial Lecture 1986, the Croonian Lecture of the Royal Society 1989, the Edward K. Dunham
Lectures at Harvard Medical School 1992 and the Third Georges Kéhler Lecture at the Max Planck
Institut flr Immunobiologie 1999. The second component, drafts and publications, is patchy. While it
does not provide comprehensive coverage of Milstein's published output, it is of considerable interest
because of the number of apparently unpublished drafts. The third subsection is photographic slides

used for lecture illustration.

Section E, Societies and organisations, is not extensive. The material is mostly late in date, 1977-
2002. Twenty UK, overseas and international bodies, including a number of Argentine

establishments, are represented but there is significant material only for the Basel Institute of

Immunology (Milstein was on the International Scientific Advisory Board), Celltech Ltd (member of the

Science Council), the Fundaciéon Juan March of Spain (assessing proposals sent to the Scientific

Council of the Fundacion) and the Royal Society.

Section F, Consultancies and commercial, is the smallest in the collection. It covers five commercial
concerns with which Milstein was involved relating to the exploitation of antibody research. It includes
Antisoma Ltd (which Milstein served as President of the Science Council 1990-1995), Cambridge
Antibody Technology and Sera-Lab. There is also a little material relating to the Laboratory of

Molecular Biology’s Industrial Liaison Committee.
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Section G, Visits and conferences, documents Milstein's overseas travel and attendance at meetings
from 1965 up to his death. Milstein's presence was much sought after, particularly as a Nobel
laureate, and especially in South America. Most of the occasions documented are meetings held in
the UK and Western Europe, but Milstein’s contact with Argentina increased following the fall of the
military government in 1983, with visits documented in spring 1984, March 1986, April and December
1987, March and August 1991, March 1992 and March 1994. He also made a number of visits to
other Latin American countries and to Spain. He very often travelled with his wife Celia, who
sometimes participated as a scientist in her own right.

Section H, Correspondence, dates chiefly from the mid-1970s up to 2002, with little documentation for
earlier decades. The bulk comprises the contents of Milstein’s alphabetical sequence of ‘General’
correspondence files. Although there are few extended exchanges, significant correspondents
include A. Cambrosio, A.C.G. Cuello, J.C. Howard, A. Karpas and A.J. McMichael, with a sequence of
correspondence with various colleagues at the Argentine Fundacion Campomar 1991-2001. There is
some further miscellaneous correspondence including letters exchanged with F. Sanger in the late
1950s and early 1960s, correspondence from colleagues and institutions in Argentina, letters relating
to ascription of credit for monoclonal antibody W6/32, correspondence relating to the work of H. Bazin

and references and recommendations.

There is also an index of correspondents.
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SECTION A BIOGRAPHICAL, A.1-A.126 1952-2003

A1-A.6 BIOGRAPHICAL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL

A.7-A.23 INTERVIEWS, ARTICLES AND TRIBUTES

A.24 BIBLIOGRAPHY

A.25-A.111 CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

A112-A.124 PERSONAL

A.125, A.1126 MISCELLANEOQOUS

BIOGRAPHICAL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 1999-2002, n.d.

Obituaries, March

The Daily Telegraph, 26 March 2002

The Times, 26 March 2002.

The Guardian, 27 March 2002. By Pearce Wright

The Independent, 27 March 2002. By David Secher

Curricula vitae ca 1999 and
2002

In Spanish, with covering letter, including draft manuscript
notes and publications list; and in English.

Extracts from autobiographical notes or talk by Milstein on
his life and work
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

INTERVIEWS, ARTICLES AND TRIBUTES

‘Living Factories - New Drugs from Hybrid Cells’, by John
Newell, BBC External Services, August 1975.

3pp BBC copy script.

Includes details of Milstein and Koéhler's antibody
production technique.

‘To whom does scientific knowledge belong?’, interview
for UMSCHAU in Wissenschaft und Technik, Frankfurt,
Germany, December 1980.

4pp typescript translation in English and 8pp typescript
copy of ‘Thema der Woche: Monoklonale Antikérper’
[Theme of the Week: Monoclonal Antibodies], in German,
both with Milstein’s manuscript corrections or comments;
covering letter from UMSCHAU, March 1981.

Milstein notes on the English translation that the interview

was ‘On occasion of Analytic prize around 1981".

‘Where next for monoclonal antibodies?’, article by
Stephanie Yanchinski, New Scientist, 9 April 1981

19pp typescript proofs, with Milstein’s manuscript
corrections, and covering letter; 3pp copy of published
article.

‘Identity and diversity’ panel text about Milstein for British
Scientists Exhibition, British Council, London, ca 1990

Note and 1p typescript draft with Milstein’s manuscript
corrections, December 1989.

‘Science Extra’ supplements of the Daily Telegraph, 1989
and 1990

Correspondence and Milstein’s questionnaire replies, and
biographical details.

These supplements were devoted to contemporary
achievements and developments in British science.

1975-2002

1980, 1981

1989-1990
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

Question and answer interview with Milstein on his life and
career, by M. Novak, July 1991

The interview includes Milstein's experience during a
conference in Prague in 1968 when the Soviet Army
invaded Czechoslovakia.

Biographical questionnaire filled in by Milstein for Deike-
Gedenktage, Kreuzlingen, Germany.

‘Analysis. Freedom for Frankenstein’, BBC documentary
programme, 11 February 1993

Transcript and covering letter.

Milstein took part with G. Winter and others. He was
interviewed by Hugh Prysor-Jones and Zareer Masani.

Wellcome Trust History of Twentieth Century Medicine
Group Witness Seminar, London, September 1993

Correspondence including 4pp Milstein’'s manuscript
notes.

Milstein was one of the Witnesses at the meeting. He also
commented on the transcript of the meeting proceedings
prior to publication.

Request for Milstein to participate in the BBC2 television
programme ‘Seven [scientific] Wonders of the World’,
post-August, 1994

Brief correspondence including original proposal,
Milstein's draft notes on his ‘wonders’, and previous
scientists’ contributions.

It is unclear if Milstein took part.

Clarin, telephone interview with Milstein by Jorge Halpern,
12 December 1994

Brief correspondence in English and Spanish.

Clarin was an Argentine newspaper.

1992-1995
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

Interview by Laura Ayerza de Castilho, possibly for an
Argentine magazine, March 1995

Brief correspondence in English and Spanish.

Includes Milstein’'s comments on errors in the text.

‘Cambridge Conversations’, interview by Tamsin Palmer
of the American Friends of Cambridge University

Correspondence.

The interview with Milstein was the seventh in the series
of audiotaped interviews with Cambridge Nobel Laureates.
Sir Aaron Klug and Max Perutz were interviewed on the
same day as Milstein.

Interview by Camille Collett and Keith Haglund for an
article for the Journal of NIH Research, July 1997

Published copy of the article.

Interview by Istvan Hargittai, Professor of Chemistry at
Budapest Technical University, for an article for the
Chemical Intelligencer (published by Springer-Verlag of
New York, USA), October 1998.

Correspondence; 12pp typescript draft transcript with
Milstein's manuscript corrections; 2pp copy of part of the
published article of October 1999; and further biographical
information.

A later request was made for further biographical
information concerning Milstein’s relationship with his
father, May 2000, and for permission to use the 1998
interview in the book Candid Science Il: Conversations
with Famous Biomedical Scientists.

BBC Radio 4 ‘Desert Island Discs’ interview, London,
March 2002

Brief correspondence.

The recording was scheduled to take place in April (see
A.28), but Milstein died in March before he could
participate.

1995-1996

1998-2000
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A.25-A.110

A.25-A.29

Biographical, A.1-A.126

‘Cesar Milstein: paradigma de la didspora cientifica
Argentina’, article and interview by A.G. Kohn-Loncarica
and Norma Isabel Sanchez, for Todo es Historia no. 425,
ca March 2002

Copy of published article, in Spanish.

See also A.123.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

List of Milstein’s publications, in Spanish, 1957-1963.

A full list of Milstein's publications 1957-2002 is at D.130.

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

Career

Degree certificates

University of Buenos Aires, Argentina: degree in
Chemistry, September 1952, and PhD in Chemistry 1957;
University of Cambridge PhD March 1961.

?Details of researchers working with Milstein on proteins
in the University of Buenos Aires, and budget for research

In Spanish, with accompanying notes.

‘Universidad de Buenos Aires. Facultad de Ciencias
Medicas. Lista de Trabajos Practicos de Quimica
Biologica. Profesor Dr. Roberto F. Banfi. April 1953’

Contents of folder so inscribed. Copies of school
certificates etc from Bahia Blanca, Argentina, 1927-1944,
and University of Buenos Aires certificates;
correspondence and papers in English and Spanish,
including letters in English re Milstein's applications for a

ca 1963

1952-2002

1952-2002

1952, 1957,
1961

ca 1953-1963

ca 1953-1963
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A.30-A.110

Biographical, A.1-A.126

British Council scholarship at Cambridge 1957.

Milstein’s terms of employment etc with the Medical 1968-2001
Research Council

Includes Milstein’s notes on ‘Recent research activities
and future plans’, 1992.

Contents of folder inscribed ‘Cesar’s Office Notice Board
March 2002’

Correspondence, research and other notes, letters,
humorous quotes, and miscellaneous papers. Includes
photographs of Milstein's private office and the
noticeboard, with all contents in situ, before removal of
same after his death, and confirmation that Milstein's
Desert Island Discs recording was scheduled for 26 April
2002 (see A.22).

Offers of employment declined by Milstein 1975, 1977,
1979.

Honours and awards 1977-2002

Silver Jubilee Medal, July 1977

Report in Medical Research Council Staff Bulletin, July
1977.

CIBA Medal of the Biochemical Society

Correspondence including notification of award and
arrangements.

Milstein received the medal in Galway, Republic of
Ireland, September 1978. He gave a lecture.

Wellcome Lectureship, April 1979
Letter re nomination only.

See A.36.
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

Election to Honorary Membership of the American
Association of Immunologists, April 1979

Brief correspondence and 2pp list of Honorary Members.

Avery-Landsteiner Prize of the Society for Immunology,
October 1979

Notification letter and 6pp manuscript draft lecture notes
and speech of thanks.

Adolph Rosenburg Foundation Award of the University of
Miami School of Medicine, Florida, USA, April 1980

Correspondence including arrangements.

Milstein was to be the first recipient of this Award, and
gave a lecture at the presentation banquet. His travel
arrangements included flying by Concorde.

Robert Koch Medal of the Robert-Koch Stiftung e.V., June
1980

Correspondence and 12pp typescript draft lecture notes
with manuscript corrections, 1p references, 2pp figures,
and 1p abstract (for the Wellcome Lecture found
therewith).

This was jointly awarded to Milstein and L.W.
Wannamaker.

Wolf Prize for Medicine of the Wolf Foundation, Tel Aviv,
Israel, September 1980

Correspondence including congratulations and
arrangements.

The Prize for 1980 was jointly awarded to Milstein, L.
Sachs and J. Gowans.

Louisa Gross Horwitz Prize of the Trustees of Columbia
University, New York, USA, September 1980

Correspondence re arrangements, including

1980-1983
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

correspondence with N.J. Cowan at Princeton University.

Milstein gave the Carter-Wallace lecture series at
Princeton University during his trip to receive the Prize.

Madonnina Prize for Science of the Fondazione Carlo
Erba, Milan, Italy, January 1981

Correspondence, including some in ltalian re
arrangements and collection of the prize.

The prize was jointly awarded to Milstein and K. Fuxe.
Milstein was unable to attend the ceremony due to illness,

and the prize was accepted on his behalf by R. Paoletti of
Milan University.

Fellowship of Darwin College Cambridge, 1981

Notification and Milstein’s letter of acceptance.

William Bate Hardy Prize of the Cambridge Philosophical
Society, January 1981

Brief correspondence.

Election to Foreign Associateship of the US National
Academy of Sciences, Washington DC, USA, April 1981

Correspondence including letters of congratulation.

Sloan Prize of the General Motors Cancer Research
Foundation, New York, USA, June 1981

Correspondence including letters of congratulation
(including from the President of the USA, Ronald
Reagan); portrait photograph titled ‘1981 Sloan Prize’; 7pp
manuscript draft lecture notes and speech of thanks.

The Prize was awarded on 16 June 1981 at the White
House, Washington D.C.

1980-1981

1981-1990
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

Gairdner Foundation International Award of the Gairdner
Foundation, Ontario, Canada, October 1981

Correspondence, itinerary, commemorative booklet, 8pp
typescript draft lecture notes with manuscript corrections,
1p abstract, 5p figures and 1p references.

This was jointly awarded to Milstein and G. Kéhler.

Milstein received the Award in Toronto.

Karl Landsteiner Memorial Award of the American
Association of Blood Banks, Arlington, Virginia, USA,
November 1982

Correspondence, press release.

This was jointly awarded to Milstein and G. Kéhler. Kéhler
accepted the Award on their behalf.

David Pressman Memorial Award of the Roswell Park
Memorial Institute, Buffalo, New York, USA, February
1982

Notification letter and Milstein's acceptance.

Milstein and G. Kdéhler were the first recipients of this
Award, presented on behalf of friends of David Pressman,
Director of the Department of Immunology Research at
the Institute 1954-1980.

Biochemical Analysis Award of the German Society for
Clinical Chemistry, April 1982

Correspondence in English, and list of plenary speakers in
German.

This was awarded jointly to Milstein and G. Kohler. [t was
presented at the European Conference on Biochemical
and Instrumental Analysis, Munich, Germany, at which
Milstein gave a lecture.

Election to Honorary Fellowship of Fitzwilliam College
Cambridge, July 1982

Correspondence including copy of College Statute
concerning the Fellowship.

1980-1981

1981-1982
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

Franklin Medal of the Franklin Institute, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, USA, November 1982

Correspondence, 1982-1983.
Milstein was unable to attend the award banquet due to a
prior engagement and the Medal was accepted on his

behalf by his friend R. Perry of the Institute for Cancer
Research, Philadelphia.

Royal Medal of the Royal Society, London, November
1982

Letters of congratulations.

Honorary Membership of the Deutsche Akademie der
Naturforscher Leopoldina, Halle, Germany, December
1982

Brief correspondence, in English and German, re
Milstein’s biographical entry as a new Academy member.

Clinical Ligand Assay Society Award for Investigative
Research , Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, March 1983

Correspondence.

This was jointly awarded to Milstein and G. Kéhler. Kéhler
gave the Mallickrodt Lecture on his and Milstein’s behalf.

Philip Levine Award of the American Society of Clinical
Pathologists, Chicago, lllinois, USA, April 1983

Correspondence including with Kéhler.
This was jointly awarded to Milstein and G. Kéhler.

Milstein was unable to attend the Award ceremony due to
prior commitments.

Proposed Honorary Doctorate of the Weizmann Institute
of Science, Israel, April 1983

Correspondence.

Due to Milstein’s unavailability due to prior commitments

1982-1983
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

on the proposed conferrment dates in 1983 and again in
1984, Milstein finally suggested that it might be best ‘to
reconsider the idea at a later stage’.

Election to Foreign Honorary Membership of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, USA, May 1983

Brief correspondence.

Honorary Doctorate of Yale University, USA, May 1983
Brief correspondence.
Milstein was obliged to decline the honour as he was

unable to meet the personal attendance requirement due
to a previous commitment.

Election to Honorary Fellowship of the Royal College of
Physicians, London, June 1983

Brief correspondence.

Common Wealth Award in Science of the Common
Wealth Trust of Wilmington, Delaware, USA, November
1983

Correspondence and papers.

The Award was presented in England at a lunch at the
Royal College of Physicians in London.

Associate Founding Fellow of the Third World Academy of
Sciences, Trieste, Italy, November 1983

Notification telex (part missing) and Milstein’s draft reply.

Milstein accepted the invitation but regretted he was
unable to attend the inaugural meeting at Trieste.

Carlos J. Finlay Memorial Prize, November 1983

Correspondence; copy of proposed UNESCO Features

1982-1983

1983-1984
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

article; 13pp typescript draft lecture notes with Milstein’s
manuscript corrections; etc.

Milstein was awarded the Prize at UNESCO
Headquarters, Paris, France, and gave a lecture.

Appointment as Académico Correspondiente Extranjero of
the Real Academia de Ciencias Exactas, Fisicas Y
Naturales, Madrid, Spain, March 1984

Notification in Spanish and Milstein's reply in English.

Milstein hoped to meet the President of the Academy, and
when discussing a possible time for his visit, Milstein
refers to his own ‘Jimenez Diaz lecture’ to be given on 18
May 1984. For Milstein’s notes for this lecture see D.28.

Dale Medal of the Society for Endocrinology, March 1984
Correspondence; 19pp typescript lecture notes.

Milstein gave the Dale Lecture and was presented with the
Medal at the 3rd Joint Meeting of the British Endocrine
Societies, University of Edinburgh.

Lasker and Scott Awards

Milstein and G. Kohler were committed to visiting the USA
for the presentation of their joint Albert Lasker Award, and
Milstein suggested the award to them of their joint John
Scott Award be scheduled at the same time.

Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award of the Albert
and Mary Lasker Foundation, New York, USA, November
1984

Correspondence including arrangements; 2pp draft
manuscript notes; 2pp typescript draft acceptance speech
notes.

This was jointly awarded to Milstein, G. Koéhler and M.
Potter.

John Scott Award of the Board of Directors of City Trusts,
City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA, November 1984

1983-1984

1984-1985

1984-1985

1984-1985
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Biographical, A.1-A.126

Correspondence including arrangements.

This was jointly awarded to Milstein and G. Kéhler.

A.65-A.78 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine, December 1984 1984-2001

The Nobel prize for 1984 had three recipients. Milstein
and Georges Kohler were awarded the Prize for the
discovery of ‘the principle for production of monoclonal
antibodies’, and N.K. Jerne for theories concerning ‘the
specificity in development and control of the immune
system’. The awards to Milstein and Koéhler were the
seventh and eighth Nobel Prizes awarded for work
undertaken in the Laboratory of Molecular Biology at
Cambridge.

Milstein was accompanied to Stockholm, Sweden for the

ceremonies by his wife Celia and other family members.

Notification of award, October

A.66-A.69 Letters of congratulation 1984-1985

Contents of Milstein's bulky folders, arranged
alphabetically.

Not indexed.

A-H

‘Latest Congrats’ 1984-1985

Contents of bulky folder so inscribed.

Includes standard letters of reply and list of recipients.
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Miscellaneous letters of congratulation

Correspondence re travel arrangements including family
guests

Includes invitations connected with the award during
Milstein’s time in Sweden, itinerary, procedural notes, etc.

Family guests comprised: Celia Milstein, Lazaro Milstein
(father), Ernesto and Noemi, Oscar and Sara Milstein
(brothers, and sisters-in-law), and Gustavo and Silvina
Milstein (nephew and niece-in-law).

Correspondence and papers chiefly re arrangements for
Nobel prize ceremony

Nobel Lecture, ‘From the structure of antibodies to the
diversification of the immune response’

21pp typescript ‘Original version’ with references, figures,
tables and legends; typescript ‘Notes for Nobel lecture’'.

Uncorrected proofs; correspondence.

Correspondence and papers re press coverage and
publicity following the Nobel Prize announcement

‘Resulting Correspondence’
Contents of folder so inscribed: correspondence and

papers re publications, articles and other matters arising
from Milstein’s Nobel lecture and award.

Dinner in honour of Milstein, Darwin College, Cambridge,
5 February 1985

Correspondence re arrangements.

1984-1985

1984-1985

1984-2001
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Brief correspondence re loan of Nobel videotape cassette

Honorary Membership of the Asociacion Argentina de
Alergia e Inmunologia, Buenos Aires, March 1985

Notification in Spanish and Milstein's reply in English.

Galen Medal in Therapeutics of the Society of
Apothecaries, London, July 1985

Correspondence including list of previous Medal winners.

Honorary Membership of the Socieded de Medicina
Interna de Bahia Blanca, Bahia Blanca, Argentina,
October 1985

Correspondence, mostly in Spanish.

Honorary Membership of the Academia Nacional de
Medicina de Buenos Aires, Argentina, April 1986

Brief correspondence, in English and Spanish.

Walker Prize for 1981-1985 of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England, London, November 1986

Correspondence.

Honorary Fellowship of the Royal College of Pathologists,
London, May 1987

Notification and Milstein’s acceptance.

Honorary Membership of the Academia Nacional de
Ciencias Exactas y Naturales, Buenos Aires, Argentina,
March 1986

Citation: ‘Presentacion del Dr. César Milstein como
Academicao Honorario’, Acad. Nac. Cs. Ex. Fis. Nat.,
Buenos Aires, vol 39, 1987.
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Milstein appears to have been officially welcomed to
Membership during his visit documented in G.32.

Honorary Membership of the Asociacion Medica de Bahia
Blanca, Argentina, July 1987

Brief correspondence.

Copy correspondence re nomination of Milstein to
Honorary Membership of the American Tissue Culture
Association, July 1989

Milstein was elected to Honorary Membership in 1991.
See A.94.

Copley Medal of the Royal Society, London, November
1989

Correspondence including congratulations.

Distinguished Service Award of the ‘Miami Bio/Technology
Winter Symposium’, Miami, Florida, USA, January 1990

Correspondence.
Milstein attended the symposium.

He was also awarded the Carlos Finlay Award of the
Carlos Finlay Society in Miami during the same visit.

National Biotechnology Ventures Award, San Francisco,
California, USA, November 1990

Correspondence; 2pp typescript draft notes for the
address; 4pp typescript draft notes with manuscript
corrections.

Milstein was the first non-US recipient of this Award. He
was unable to attend in person but one of his former
research students in the area, Alexander Duncan, agreed
to give Milstein’s acceptance speech. The Award was
presented to Milstein personally in London in January
1991.
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Honorary Membership of the Sociedad Cientifica
Argentina, Buenos Aires, Argentina, April 1990

Brief correspondence.

Honorary Membership of the Rotary Club Bahia Blanca for
1990-1991, July 1990

Correspondence, in Spanish.

Milstein was also awarded Honorary Membership for
1991-1992 and 1992-1993.

Nomination of Milstein for the 1990 Kyoto Prize of the
Iwamori Foundation, Japan

Correspondence.

Includes Milstein’s typescript ‘Main Points of my Research
in Immunology’.

Election to Honorary Membership of the American Tissue
Culture Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA,
June 1991

Correspondence.

See also A.87.

Election to Honorary Fellowship of the Royal Society of
Medicine, London, July 1992

Correspondence including congratulations.

Milstein was also subsequently elected to Honorary
Membership of the Section of Pathology of the Society,
June 1994.

Honorary Membership of the Asociacion Quimica
Argentina, Buenos Aires, Argentina, on the occasion of
the 80th Anniversary of its foundation, December 1992

Notification in Spanish and Milstein’s reply in English.

1990-1992
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Diamond Konex Award of Science and Technology of the
Fundacion Konex, Buenos Aires, Argentina, November
1993

Correspondence, mostly in Spanish.

Companion of Honour, January 1995
Letters of congratulations.

This honour was awarded to Milstein in the 1995 New
Year Honours List.

Honorary Professorship of the University of Buenos Aires,
Argentina, ca April 1995

Letter of congratulations, in Spanish.

Election to Emeritus Fellowship of Darwin College,
Cambridge, May 1995

Notification.

This election followed Milstein's retirement from the
Praelectorship.

‘Honorifico de Investigador Argentino en el Exterior’,
Buenos Aires, Argentina, May 1995

Correspondence and papers, mostly in Spanish.

Milstein nominated his sister-in-law, Sara de Milstein, to
receive the honour on his behalf.

Honorary Membership of the Asociacion Becarios
Argentino-Britanica, July 1996

Correspondence, incoming in Spanish.

Honorary Doctorate of the University of Vigo, Spain, May
1999

Correspondence and 8pp typescript draft speech of

1991-1993
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thanks and reflections, in Spanish.

Honorary Doctorate of the University of Cambridge, June
1999

Correspondence including nomination, arrangements, and
congratulations.

Honorary Fellowship of the Academy of Medical Sciences,
London, November 2000

Correspondence.

Honorary Fellowship of Darwin College, Cambridge,
January 2002

Notification.

Contents of Milstein’s bulky folders: correspondence re
honours and awards, visits and miscellaneous requests
declined by Milstein

‘No’s. Prizes/awarded and misc’

Contents of folder so inscribed.

‘Invitations declined’

Contents of folder so inscribed.

‘Autograph Requests’

Contents of folder so inscribed.

‘Miscellaneous Requests’

Contents of folder so inscribed.

1989-1991

1998-1999

ca 1982-2002

ca 1982-2002

1988-2001

1984-1996

1989-1996
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A.114-A.124

Biographical, A.1-A.126

1992-1996

PERSONAL

Condolences upon the death of his father, Lazero Milstein

In Spanish.

Humour

‘The Hybridoma Chorus’ from ‘The Moussiah' ‘By Bill (fly
off the Handel) Muller'.

The Story of Cesar and the Flame - mock-children’s
nursery rhyme re Milstein’s desire for a working bunsen
burner.

‘A Ballade of Two Caesars’.

Personal correspondence

1978-1979

1982-1996

Bundle of personal correspondence found together.

‘Appeals for support’

Contents of folder so inscribed.

1982-1985

1987-1989

1978-2003, n.d.

1978-2003

1982-2001














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































