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SECTION J

CORRESPONDENCE, J.1-J.1310 1942-1998

J.1-J.41

J.42-J.46

J.47-J.414

J.415-J.716

J.717-J.1036

J.1037-J.1190

J.1191-4.1310

“1950s’

“1950s’

‘1956-PRE-US’

ALPHABETICAL SERIES

CHRONOLOGICAL SERIES

PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE

MISCELLANEOUS SCIENTIFIC AND PERSONAL
CORRESPONDENCE

REFERENCES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1942-1955

Contents of a folder so inscribed. In alphabetical order.

Air Ministry-Avery and Co. 1948-1954

Includes correspondence with D.N. de G. Allen re heat
conduction, and with H.S. Arms re superconductivity.

2 folders.

Allen was an applied mathematician. At the time, Arms
worked out of the Development Laboratory of the Ministry
of Supply facilities at Capenhurst.

Bell Telephone Laboratories-Bunemann 1946-1954

Includes correspondence with K.K. Darrow re adiabatic
magnetisation, and with W. Boas re his visit to the
Clarendon Laboratory, Oxford,
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J.11-J.15

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

Harwell Library

Correspondence with research and library staff at the
Atomic Energy Research Establishment (AERE) at
Harwell, Berkshire. Correspondence with research staff
includes exchanges re the possible use of membranes for
the filtering of viruses, neutron diffraction scattering, the
model of the gaseous diffusion plant which Kurti made for
the ‘Atom Train’ exhibition and a misleading press
announcement about ‘lowest ever' temperatures reached
in the Clarendon Laboratory.

5 folders.

The ‘Atom Train’ exhibition was a touring exhibition that
had been organised in 1947. Consisting of two railway
carriages filed with exhibits and demonstration
experiments, it aimed to educate the public about nuclear
energy and its risks.

IMPAG Ltd-Institution of Mechanical Engineers
Includes an extended exchange with staff at Imperial

Chemical Industries (ICI) Ltd, among others on the effects
of bending on membrane porosity.

Jackson-Journal de Physique et le Radium

Includes correspondence with L.C. Jackson re
compressors, storage of liquid oxygen, gas separation etc.

Kaldor-Koller

Includes extended exchanges with fellow physicists, e.g.
with C.F. Kearton re ‘Monofil’ materials, with C. Kittel on a
variety of subjects and with D. de Klerk on low-temperature
physics.

Lang-Luyet

Includes an extended exchange with H.R. Lang re a paper
submitted by R.P. Hudson to the Journal of Scientific
Instruments. Also includes correspondence re Kurti giving
presentations on low temperature physics to the Odling
Society and the Maxwell Society.

The Qdling Society was an undergraduate science society

1946-1954

1945-1954

1946-1954

1947-1954

1947-1954
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J.25-4.27

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

at Worcester College, Oxford. The Maxwell Society,
another undergraduate society, was based at King's
College, London.

Mather-Murray

Includes correspondence with the Rumanian emigré
spectroscopist R. Mavrodineanu and with the physical
chemist S. Miles, with whom Kurti worked on the
separation of uranium isotopes in 1942-1943. Also includes
correspondence with Monsanto Chemicals Ltd re heat
exchanger tubes. J.21 contains an extended exchange
with E. Mendoza, 1950-1954, chiefly re low temperature
research.

2 folders.

Nabarro-Oxford University Press

Includes correspondence with the future Nobel laureate L.
Néel. Also includes correspondence with M. Nelkon, the
head of the science department of a London grammar

school, re low temperature research at the Clarendon
Laboratory. Further includes correspondence with the Oak
Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies re the Atomic Train
exhibition (see also J.13).

Philips-Pryce

Randle-Runcorn

Includes correspondence on low temperature research with
L.D. Roberts of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory,
Tennessee, USA. Also includes correspondence with
Joseph Rotblat re a model demonstrating the principle of
isotope separation which Kurti had built for the Atom Train
exhibition (see also J.13, J.22).

Salpeter-Swain

Includes letters to F.E. Simon, summarising incoming mail
and news while Simon was abroad; one of the news items
concerned E.N. da C. Andrade’s court case against the
Royal Institution. Also includes an exchange with staff at
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Company Ltd re generators,

1945-1954

1948-1953

1950-1954

1945-1955

1945-1954
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J.338-4.37

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

correspondence with J.E. Spence re plans for a liquid
hydrogen plant at the University of Liverpool, and with the
Oxford University Scientific Club re talks by Kurti.

3 folders.

Tarbell-Tsai

Includes correspondence with B. Tsai of the Laboratoire du
Grand Electro-Aimant, Bellevue near Paris, France, re the
magnetic coil ordered for the new generator at the
Clarendon Laboratory.

Tickford Ltd

Correspondence re the design of electro magnets at the
Clarendon Laboratory, to be produced by Tickford Ltd.
Includes a monochrome photograph of the microstructure
of an electro-magnet casting and a photographic
reproduction of a test report on a ‘Prototype Electromagnet
with Nodular Cast Iron Yokes'.

2 folders.

Ubbelohde-United Kingdom Scientific Mission

Includes correspondence with A.R.J. Ubbelohde re
magnets in the Clarendon Laboratory and with the United
Kingdom Scientific Mission (Washington DC) re clearance
procedures for visits to US facilities.

University of Oxford, Appointments Committee

Includes a memorandum re the Metal Box Company Ltd.

University of Oxford, Registry

Includes correspondence re possible examiners for
students engaged in research on the Tube Alloys project.
J.33 covers 1942-1947, J.34 1948-1952, J.35 1953, J.36
1954 and undated, including correspondence re the
‘Chairman-Principal feud’ at the College of Aeronautics,
Cranfield, Bedfordshire.

5 folders.

1946-1955

1951-1954

1947-1954

1942-1954,
n.d.
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J.42-J.46

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

Vacuum-Vodar

Includes correspondence with A. M. Vidal-Hall of the
Scientific Department of the French Embassy in London re
various aspects of Anglo-French scientific exchange, and
with B. Vodar re the liquefaction of oxygen.

Vodar was an ultra-high temperature physicist.

Wagstaffe-Wylie

An extended exchange with L. Weil of the University of
Grenoble, France, re the installation of pioneering
equipment to produce liquid helium can be found at J.39.
J.40 includes correspondence with W.A. Weyl on the
behaviour of liquid helium below its A point, with the
Women's Engineering Society re a talk by Kurti to the
Society, a visit to the Clarendon Laboratory, etc., and with
Sir Francis Wylie re the whereabouts of the Einstein
blackboard.

Sir Francis Wylie was the Warden of Rhodes House in
Oxford, where Einstein delivered a series of three lectures
during 1931 (see also J.449).

Unidentified

In chronological order.

‘4956 PRE-US’

Contents of a folder so inscribed. In alphabetical order.

At the end of August 1956, Kurti left for the USA to spend
the academic year 1956-1957 at the University of
California, Berkeley.

Avery-Capenhurst

Includes an exchange with staff at the R&D branch of the
United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority, Capenhurst,
Cheshire, chiefly re Kurti's contribution to a ‘membrane
textbook’ - a textbook on some aspects of the Tube Alloys
project.

1947-1953

1946-1954

1945-1953

1955-1957

1955-1956
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J.47-J.414

J.47-4.71

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

Chance Brothers Ltd-Daniels

Includes correspondence with and re the College of
Aeronautics, Cranfield, and with J. Daniels re magnet
cores.

Kurti was a Governor of the College of Aeronautics,
Cranfield, 1953-1969.

Deacock-Hutter
Includes correspondence with the Ministry of Fuel and
Power re thermal insulation and the Dounreay Fast
Reactor (DFR).

A prototype fast reactor, the DFR was constructed 1954-
1959.

Jackson-National Physical Laboratory

Includes correspondence with A.R. Meetham of the

National Physical Laboratory (NPL) in Teddington,
Middlesex, re the helium supply scheme.

In 1955, the NPL started to supply liquid helium for
research purposes.

Nature-Young

Includes correspondence with the editor of Nature re Kurti
et al article on nuclear cooling (see E.1). Also includes
correspondence with Plyglass Ltd re a report on window
casements that Kurti prepared for a committee advising the
University of Oxford, and correspondence re G.F.J.
Temple's work on supersonic and hypersonic flows.

ALPHABETICAL SERIES

Chiefly outgoing correspondence.

‘Feb 62-Jan 63’

1955-1957

1955-1956

1956, 1957,

n.d.

1955-1956

1962-1977

1962-1963
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Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

Contents of a ring-binder so inscribed. Found arranged
alphabetically by first letter of correspondent’s name, and
in reverse chronological order within each alphabetical
sequence.

A

Includes correspondence with B.M. Abraham of the
Argonne National Laboratory, lllinois, USA, and with V.J.
Freestone of the Atomic Energy Research Establishment
re the supply of UH3, an enriched uranium hybrid. Also
includes correspondence with the philosopher A.J. Ayer re
City College, New York, where Kurti planned to spend the
Fall of 1963, with N. Arms re her book A Prophet in Two
Countries: The Life of F. E. Simon (New York, 1966), and
with A. Abragam re the possibilities of Abragam delivering
lectures on spin resonance in semiconductors at Oxford
during Michaelmas term 1962.

B

Includes correspondence with A.S.D. Barrett of Research
and Control Instruments Ltd, with R. Beeching of the British
Transport Commission, and with N. Booth of the British
Oxygen Company Ltd re the newly created Cryogenic
Equipment Panel of the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research. Also includes correspondence with
Mullard Ltd re the design of a new magnet for the
Clarendon Laboratory, and with B.W. Birmingham of the
National Bureau of Standards in Boulder, Colorado, US, re
the cost of liquid helium in the USA.

J.49 includes a transcript, c. May 1962, of a letter to N.
Bohr, dated 8 August 1945.

2 folders.

The Cryogenic Equipment Panel was set up ‘to look into
the supply of cryogenic equipment, and in particular, liquid
helium, with special reference to university laboratories’. It
was chaired by Kurti. In 1962-1963, B. Bleaney spent a
sabbatical at the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
USA.

C

Includes correspondence with the Pergamon Press re the
suitability of W. Voigt's Lehrbuch der Kristallphysik (1910)
for translation, with R.S. Cohen re new activities in low
temperature physics and history of science at Boston

1962-1963

1962-1963

1962-1963
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Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

University, and with N. Calder of the New Scientist re tests
on the superconducting solenoid at the Clarendon
Laboratory. Also includes correspondence on liquid helium
with R.G. Chambers of the University of Bristol and with
the Cryogenic Products Department of the Linde Co,
Division of Union Carbide, USA. Further includes
correspondence re the BIS Journal (the journal of the
British Interplanetary Society).

D

Chiefly correspondence with M.O. Morris at the DSIR re
the Cryogenic Equipment Panel. Also includes
correspondence with P. Daly of the BBC re the use of
‘Absolute Zero', a programme featuring Kurti, for lecturing
and teaching purposes (see K.86-K.91).

2 folders.

E

Includes correspondence with Edwards High Vacuum Ltd
re a rotary pump that Kurti was hoping to borrow for a
lecture on low temperature experimentation at the Royal
Institution.

F

Includes correspondence with V.J. Freestone of AERE re
enriched uranium, and with H. Fluchére re the impending
visit to Oxford of A. Abragam. Also includes
communications with J.S. Forrest at the Central Electricity
Research Laboratories (CERL), including Kurti's list of
subjects of special interest to members of the Research
Council.

H. Fluchére was the first director of the Maison Francaise
in Oxford.

G

Includes correspondence with G.R.H. Geoghegan at the
UKAEA facilities at Capenhurst, Cheshire re the proposed
High Magnetic Field Laboratory (HMFL), with M.M. Gowing
re the second instalment of her history of the Tube Alloys
project, and with J.B. Gardner of BOC’'s R&D department
re the establishment of the DSIR's new Cryogenic

1962-1963

1962-1963

1962-1963
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Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

Equipment Panel.

For the story of the HMFL project, see H.297-H.341.

H

Includes correspondence with K. Hoselitz of the Solid State
Physics Division of the Mullard Research Laboratories,
Redhill, Surrey, re the cost of producing liquid helium with
the ADL helium liquefier. Also includes correspondence
with R.P. Hudson and with J.K. Hulm of the Westinghouse
Research Laboratories, Pennsylvania, USA, re Pergamon
Press’s unauthorized use of National Bureau of Standards
(NBS) data (see also E.432), and correspondence with Sir
Noel Hall, Principal of Brasenose College, re the disputed
authorship of J. Graunt's Natural and Political Observations
(1662), etc.

I, J
Includes correspondence with V.F. Johnson of the NBS re

Pergamon Press's unauthorized use of NBS data (see also
E.432, J.56).

K

Includes correspondence with R. King of the Royal
Institution re  arrangements concerning Kurti's
demonstrations at the RI ‘Research Day'. Also includes
correspondence with R. Kubo of the University of Tokyo re
the properties of small particles.

L

Includes correspondence with J. de Launay of the Office of
Naval Research re samples of powdered gold alloys, with
H.R. Lang of the Joint British Committee for Vacuum
Science and Technology (JBCVST) re a meeting on
cryopumping, with Sir Kenneth Wheare re potential
collaborations in the field of physics between the University
of Oxford and Culham Laboratories and with W.M. Lomer
of the UKAEA re enriched uranium hybrids at the Argonne
National Laboratory.

The JBCVST, later the British Vacuum Council, was
established in 1959 to co-ordinate meetings and similar
activities of members interested in vacuum. It was also the

1962-1963

1962-1963

1962-1963
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official channel through which vacuum workers in the UK
could collaborate with their colleagues overseas.

M

Includes correspondence with |.R. Maxwell re Kurti's
editorship of Pergamon Press's Solid State Monograph
series, re Kurti's planned visit to Australia in July/August
1964, with A. G. Monroe of the British Oxygen Company re
liquid helium, and with the Presidency of the People's
Republic of Hungary re Kurti's citizenship status

N

Includes letters to the BOC re BOC liquid helium supplies,
and to K.E. Nicholds of the Hymatic Engineering Co Ltd re
an instructional air liquefier, etc.

)

Includes correspondence with the Danish low temperature
physicist J.L. Olsen.

P

Includes correspondence re the HMFL Project, and the
HMF Conference to be held in Oxford in July 1963.

R

Includes correspondence with R.G. Rhodes of British
Insulated Callender's Cables (BICC) re the insulation of
underground cables, etc., and with staff at the Nuclear
Research Centre of C.A. Parsons and Co, Newcastle upon
Tyne, re the first all-British superconducting high field
solenoid, etc. Also includes correspondence with staff at
the UKAEA, for which Kurti acted as a consultant; with L.D.
Roberts of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Tennessee,
USA, re recent repeats of experiments by B.N. Samoilov
on Au 198; with colleagues in Switzerland and France, re
lectures by Kurti, e.g. with G. Ribaud re a presentation by
Kurti on ‘Le noyau atomique en cryophysique’.

2 folders.

1962-1963

1962-1963

1962-1963

1962-1963
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S

Includes correspondence with the cryogenic engineer H.
Sixsmith, whom Kurti hoped to recruit for the Clarendon
Laboratory; with Sir Gordon Sutherland re divining
instruments, the question of whether Oxford physicists with
college fellowships left to take up appointments abroad,
etc; and with the Reactor Research Division of AERE re
irradiation experiments at liquid helium temperatures with
thermal neutrons.

T

Includes correspondence with R. Thévenot, Director of the
International Institute of Refrigeration/Institut International
du Froid (lIR-1IF), with P.A.l. Tahourdin of the British
Council re international contacts of science, with K.D.
Timmerhaus re the 1963 Cryogenic Engineering
Conference in Boulder, Colorado, USA, and with Ferranti
Ltd re work experience placements for Oxford physics
students.

u, Vv

Includes correspondence with F.A. Vick discussing various
types of liquid helium machines, with R.W. Vance of the
Aerospace Corporation in Los Angeles, USA, re Kurti's visit
on the occasion of the 1962 Cryogenic Engineering
Conference in Los Angeles, and with A. Abragam and the
publishing house Gauthier-Villars Editeurs re the unity of
physics.

Vick was the director of AERE. He chaired the working
party on the HMFL Project.

W

Includes correspondence with L. Weil of the University of
Grenoble, re experiments at Grenoble on heat transfer in
nuclear boiling, etc. Also includes correspondence with
V.F. Weisskopf, then Director-General of CERN.

X-Z

Correspondence with M.\W. Zemansky re the cryogenic
equipment required for Kurti's proposed Low Temperature

1962-1963

1962-1963

1962-1963

1962-1963
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J.72-J.101

J.73, J.74

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

Research project at City College New York, and with M.
Zvegintzov of the NRDC re liquid helium machines, D.W.
Holder's DSIR application for cryogenic work, the Fritz
London Award Committee, the history of low-temperature
work, etc.

Miscellaneous

Typescript drafts of notices, notes, reports, etc. In original
order.

‘Feb 63-Mar 65’

Contents of a ring binder so inscribed. Found arranged
alphabetically by first letter of correspondent’'s name, and
in reverse chronological order within each alphabetical
sequence.

A

Includes correspondence with E. Ambler, whom Kurti
hoped to recruit as director of the proposed HMFL to be
built near Oxford, and with W.P. Allis, scientific advisor to
NATO, whom Kurti hoped to brief on the project. Also
includes correspondence with N.P. Allen of the NPL re
AH. Cooke and M.F. Wood's application for funding
towards the design and construction of large size
superconducting solenoids, and with B.M. Abraham of the
Argonne National Laboratory re the purity of enriched
plutonium.

B

Includes correspondence with P.M.S. Blackett re cryogenic
equipment on the embargo list for the Soviet Union and
China. Also includes Kurti's report on his visit to the USA,
12 August-4 September 1962 (see G.24-G.27), and a long
letter to B. Bleaney, dated 2 March 1963, re Lord
Hailsham’s recent speech in the House of Lords’ debate on
science policy.

2 folders.

At the time, Bleaney was still on his sabbatical at the
University of Pittsburgh, USA. In his speech to the House
of Lords, Lord Hailsham introduced the notion of the ‘brain
drain’. This and other aspects of the speech prompted Kurti
and his colleagues in the Clarendon Laboratory to send a

1962x1963

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963-1965
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letter to The Times (see E.245).

C

Includes correspondence with L. Couture re her impending
research visit to Oxford, and with Sir Harold Caccia re the
Cryogenic Equipment Panel and the export embargo
concerning cryogenic  equipment. Also includes
correspondence with N. Calder of the New Scientist, with
A.H. Cooke re the planned HMFL and with A.J. Croft re the
High Tension Room of the Clarendon Laboratory.

2 folders.

L. Couture was a solid state spectroscopist.

D

Includes correspondence with various officials at the DSIR
re ‘Osborne'’s proposed Cryogenic Engineering course’, re
the embargo list for cryogenic equipment (copy at J.77), re

the proposed HMFL and candidates for the position of
director, and re a number of individual grant applications to
the DSIR. Further includes correspondence with Sir
Frederick Dainton re the entry of Oxford and Cambridge
into the Universities Central Council on Admissions
scheme.

2 folders.

The cryogenic engineering course in question clashed with
plans to create a new graduate course on low temperature
physics and technology at the Clarendon Laboratory.

=

Includes correspondence with Kurti's Oxford colleague D.
Edmonds re the Eurovision film ‘Cold’ (see K.96-K.99), and
with R. Edmonds of the DSIR regarding the IIR-IIF.

F

Includes correspondence re a request from the Forrestal
Research Center, Princeton, USA, for a copy of Br. 694, a
report by P.A.l. Tahourdin on the Dirac jet separation
method. Also includes correspondence with D. Fishlock of
the New Scientist re a recent leading article on high field

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963-1964

1963-1965
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solenoids, etc.

G

Includes correspondence with M.M. Gowing re Bohr's
meeting with Churchill, identification of Lindemann
photographs, etc. Also includes correspondence with A.F.
Gibson re reasons for basing the proposed HMFL on
superconducting solenoids.

H

Includes correspondence with W. Haberditzl re the
importance of inhomogeneous magnetic fields and re
H.L.F. von Helmholtz's impressions of Oxford in 1863. Also
includes correspondence with the widow of L. Hatvany re
the re-publication of his Die Wissenschaft des nicht
Wissenswerten (1908) (see also E.81-E.90). Futher
includes correspondence with Sir Noel Hall re the future
heating system of Brasenose College.

2 folders.

Haberditzl was an Austrian chemist. See also J.112,
J.113.

l,d

Includes correspondence with R.V. Jones re N. Bohr's
meeting with Churchill, Operation Epsilon, the history of
low temperature experiments at the New Clarendon
Laboratory, Oxford, etc.

Operation Epsilon was the code name for a project
involving the secret recording of conversations between 10
German scientists who were interned at Farm Hall from
July 1945 to January 1946.

K

Includes correspondence with C. Kittel re the creation of a
National Academy of Engineering in the USA, and with the
historian T.S. Kuhn re his forthcoming visit to Oxford and
the papers of J.S.E. Townsend and F.A. Lindemann.

Kittel was professor of physics at the University of
California, Berkeley. At the time, Kuhn directed ‘Sources

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963-1965
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J.87, J.88

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

for History of Quantum Physics'. Financed by the National
Science Foundation, the project’s assigned goal was to
find and preserve primary source materials for study of the
history of quantum physics.

IS

Includes correspondence with W.M. Lomer re shared
research interests, with Sir Ben Lockspeiser re
photographs of superconducting magnets, and with P.A.
Lingard of the Central Electricity Generating Board re
electrical storage heating. Also includes correspondence re
alterations to the Lindemann Building.

Lomer was a solid state physicist who worked for the
AERE.

M

Includes correspondence with B.T. Matthias re the y-ray
anisotropy of Scin, with I.LR. Maxwell re the life of L.
Hatvany, with H. Mendelssohn re his plans to create a
nature reserve in the Negev desert, etc.

2 folders.

N

Includes correspondence with G.R. Noakes, editor of the
magazine Contemporary Physics, with G. Pryor re her
letter to the New York Times (Paris edition) on Lord
Hailsham’s contributions to the House of Lord's debate on
27 February 1963, and with BOC re liquid helium.

0

Includes correspondence with J.L. Olsen re cryogenic
meetings in Switzerland and the USA, and with D.W.
Osborne of the Argonne National Laboratory re his
forthcoming visit to Oxford.

P, Q

Includes correspondence with D.H. Parkinson of the Royal
Radar Establishment, Malvern re the difficulty of wording

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963-1964

1963-1965

1963-1965




N. Kurti
NCUACS 165/8/08

J.94-J.96

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

the British embargo list concerning cryogenic equipment in
such a way that legitimate research equipment may be
sent to ‘iron curtain’ countries. Also includes
correspondence with M.H.L. Pryce re possible sites for the
proposed national High Fields Laboratory and with Sir
William Penney re the potential of H. Kronberger.

2 folders.

R

Includes correspondence with E.H. Reynolds of BICC re
proposed symposium on Extra High Voltage cables, with
staff at the German Institute, London re the origins of the
expression ‘iron curtain’, and with L. Rotherham of the
Central Electricity Generating Board re research
fellowships, etc.

S

Includes correspondence with N.J. Stone re high power
cables, internally oil cooled cables, etc., with H. Sixsmith
re his potential relocation from the National Bureau of
Standards, Boulder, Colorado, USA, to Oxford, and re
BOC's ability to build a turbo-expansive helium liquefier,
etc.

3 folders.

Sixsmith relocated to the Department of Engineering
Science in Oxford in 1963.

T

Includes correspondence with the president of Trinity
College, Oxford, re stronger links with the College of
Aeronautics, Cranfield, and with the widow of Sir John
Townsend re his personal papers and their potential
relevance to the ‘Sources for History of Quantum Physics’
project directed by T.S. Kuhn. Also includes
correspondence with J. Trueta of the Nuffield Orthopaedic
Centre, Oxford, re the potential relevance of the planned
HMFL for biology and medicine.

u, Vv

Includes correspondence with J. Volger of the Philips

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963-1965
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J.102-4.127

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

Research Laboratories in Eindhoven, Netherlands, re
Volger's colloquium and superconducting generators. Also
includes correspondence with the Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Oxford, Sir Walter Oakeshott, re the Holford
Report.

Sir William Holford’s report on the ‘Future requirements of
the science departments’ at the University of Oxford came
out on 23 May 1963. It emphasised the need for a
substantial strategic reserve of land to deal with the
requirements for sites to respond to the 100.000 square
meter of development it predicted.

w

Includes correspondence with R.l. Wolff of City College,
New York (CCNY) re arrangements concerning Kurti's
impending visit there.

Kurti spent the autumn of 1963 as the Buell G. Gallagher
Visiting Professor at City College.

X-Z

Includes an original typescript of Kurti's review of M.M.
Gowing, Britain and Atomic Energy, 1939-1945 (1964) and
correspondence with M.W. Zemansky of CCNY re
experimental activiies to inaugurate Kurti's visiting
professorship etc.

Miscellaneous

Typescript notices, itineraries of Kurti's travels, lists of
letters forwarded to him, progress reports on students, etc.
In original order.

‘Apr 65-Mar 66’

Contents of a ring binder so inscribed. Found arranged
alphabetically and in chronological order.

A

Includes correspondence with J.B. Adams of the UKAEA re

delays with the Ministry of Technology contract for the
production of superconducting materials, with P. Agron re

1963-1965

1963-1965

1963x1965

1965-1966
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J.103-J.105

J.106, J.107

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

the activites of the ‘Comité d’Etude des Termes
Techniques Frangais’, and with P. Akar of the Société Air
Liquide, France re scientific nomenclature, the work of the
Cryogenic Equipment Panel, etc. Also includes
correspondence with the new Society for Anglo-Chinese
Understanding (SACU), which Kurti joined in 1965 (see
H.936-H.944), and with E. Ambler re the problem of how to
rationalize the provision of liquid helium for low
temperature and solid state research in the UK.

B

Includes correspondence with the Australian botanist H.N.
Barber re acronyms, with American colleagues re liquid
helium supply in the USA, with the World Federation of
Hungarians re the malpractice of translating ‘tudomany’ as
‘science’, with B.V. Bowden re his speech on the occasion
of the formal inauguration of the Mullard Cryomagnetic
Laboratory, etc.

3 folders.

C

Includes correspondence with G. Chandra of the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research re the T-Tx correlation
of chrome potassium alum, with P.F. Chester at the Central
Electricity Research Laboratories re whether Kurti's role as
a BICC consultant conflicted with his being responsible for
the superconducting testing contract that the Ministry of
Technology placed with the Clarendon Laboratory.

2 folders.

D

Includes correspondence with the editor of the Observer re
terminological nonsense, and with the Board of Trade re
the proposed amendments to the embargo list re cryogenic
equipment and its export.

E

Includes correspondence with |.G. Edmunds, physicist at
the Manchester College of Science and Technology, re his
equipment grant application, and with D.O. Edwards of
Ohio State University, USA, re liquid helium provisions in

1965-1966

1965-1966

1965-1966

1965-1966
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J.112, J.113

Correspondence, J.1-J.1310

the USA.

F

Includes correspondence with Kurti's childhood friend A.
Fabinyi.

G

Includes correspondence with M.M. Gowing re R.V.
Jones's account of the Bohr-Churchill meeting, with J.M.
Gregory of Winchester College re arrangements for a talk
by Kurti, etc.

H

Includes correspondence with W. Haberditzl re the
nineteenth century physicist H.L.F. von Helmholtz. Also
includes correspondence with the American physicist T.C.

Hardy re Hardy's low temperature physics group at CCNY.
2 folders.

Haberditzl was an Austrian chemist, communist and
science-historian who worked at the Humboldt University in
Berlin. He shared Kurti's interest in von Helmholtz's
relationship with Oxford physics. Kurti was well qualified to
consult Hardy on his new project on magnetic structures of
alloys by measuring the specific heat in a magnetic field as
this was work of the type Kurti had done for his own D.Phil.
thesis.

I, J

Includes correspondence with the Science Research
Council re the Report of the Cryogenic Engineering Panel
meeting, with the editors of the Electrical Times re the
newly opened Mullard Cryomagnetic Laboratory in Oxford
and re differences between superconducting and normally
conducting solenoids, and with R.V. Jones re the Bohr-
Churchill meeting etc.

K

Includes correspondence with the US embassy in London

1965-1966
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re the situation in Vietnam, and with P.L. Kapitza re the
international conference on low temperature physics (LT
10). Also includes correspondence with Sir Peter Kent of
British Petroleum re the helium content of North Sea gas,
and with the Hungarian artist and educator G. Kepes re his
impending visit to the UK.

LT 10 took place in Moscow in 1966 under the aegis of the
International Union of Pure and Applied Physics.

L

Includes correspondence with J.O. Linde of the Kungliga
Tekniska Hoégskolan, Stockholm, Sweden re low
temperature terminology, and with American colleagues re
liquid helium supply in the USA.

M

Includes letters to D.C. Martin at the Royal Society re
topics such as bets made during an evening at Brasenose
College, candidates for the James Alfred Ewing Medal, the
fate of archives of British scientists, a proposed National
Instrument Centre to expand the service of expensive
equipment, etc. Also includes correspondence with M.O.
Morris of the SRC re Kurti's concerns over liquid helium

supply.
2 folders.

o)

Includes correspondence with A.T. Oatley of Cannon
Industries Ltd re the reluctance of various Gas and
Electricity Boards to sell combined cookers. Also includes
correspondence with R. Orbach of the University of
California, Los Angeles, USA, re liquid helium supply.

P

Includes correspondence with R. Parker of the Portsmouth
College of Technology re a presentation by Kurti on
‘Atomic Nuclei: Hot and Cold’, and with J.G. Powles of the
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1965-1966
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University of Canterbury, Kent re grants to buy research
equipment (the topic of both their letters to The Times).
Also includes correspondence with J.H. Price of the SRC
re improved nuclear cooling techniques etc. and with J.M.
Pye of the UKAEA re the Cherwell papers.

R

Includes correspondence with T.J. Reed re the re-
publication of L. Hatvany's Die Wissenschaft des nicht
Wissenswerten. Also includes correspondence with E.H.
Reynolds at BICC re the firm's potential interest in a
development contract for superconducting materials from
the Ministry of Technology.

S

Includes correspondence with members of the von
Siemens family re the Helmholtz papers.

T

Includes letters to the editor of The Times, correspondence
with Sir Harold Thompson re international exchange on
high current superconductors, with H.R. Trevor-Roper re
Society for Anglo-Chinese Understanding, etc.

u v

Includes correspondence with the Vice-Chancellor of
Oxford, re his role in the formal inauguration ceremony of
the Mullard Cryomagnetic Laboratory, and with staff at the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
re research on the behaviour of matter in intensive
magnetic fields.

w

Includes correspondence re an advertisement in Physics
Today (October 1965), designed to entice British scientists
to return to the UK (see also E.245). Also includes
correspondence with American colleagues re the provision
of liquid helium and re the relations between science and
small companies.
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1 May 66-31 Mar 67’

Contents of a ring binder so inscribed. Found arranged
alphabetically and in chronological order.

A

Includes correspondence with staff at the SRC re the
HMFL Project and with N.P. Allen of the NPL re a
superconductivity meeting organised by the Institution of
Electrical Engineers (IEE). Also includes correspondence
re Kurti's candidature for the Committee of the Society for
Low Temperature Biology.

B

Includes correspondence re an |IEE colloquium on energy

storage, held on 23 May 1966, and with B. Bleaney re
departmental implications of the Franks Report, etc.

2 folders.

The Franks Report was the report of a commission chaired
by Sir Oliver Franks. Following the publication of the report
in 1966, a number of changes were introduced into
Oxford’'s system of governance.

C

Includes correspondence re a 16mm sound film on
superconducting magnets which Kurti received through C.
Laverick of the Argonne National Laboratory (see K.92,
K.93). Also includes correspondence re conferences on
superconductor technology etc.

D
Includes correspondence with R.L. Davies re samples.

Davies was the head of the Chemistry Department in the
Central Research and Engineering Division of BICC.
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E

Includes correspondence with L.R.B. Elton re his
equipment grant application and with the assistant editor of
the Sunday Telegraph re a reporter’s visit to the offices of
the Society for Anglo-Chinese Understanding (SACU).

F

Includes correspondence with staff at British Aircraft
Corporation Ltd and Davy-Ashmore Ltd re a Royal Society
discussion about Graduates in Industry, to be held at
Brasenose College in March 1967. Also includes
correspondence with H.M. Finniston of the International
Research & Development Company Ltd re whether the
original HMF working party had sufficiently consulted
potential industrial users, and correspondence with W.L.
Francis of the SRC re university-industry collaboration, etc.

G

Includes correspondence with D. Gabor re his Cherwell-
Simon Lecture, with G.R.H. Geoghegan re a recent report
from the General Electric Research and Development
Centre, with Sir Charles Goodeve re universities-industry
relations, and with M.M. Gowing re the conditions for the
handover of the ‘Simon-Kurti Atomic Energy Papers’ to the
archives of the UKAEA, etc.

Geoghegan was the Chief Technical Manager of the
UKAEA.

H

Includes correspondence with E.D. Haidemenakis re his
proposed NATO summer school, with the Earl of Halsbury
and Lord Hinton re ‘the insistence with which the Colleges
of Advanced Technology, having achieved university status
wish to be called universities as well’, etc. Also includes
correspondence re SACU and its sources of donations.

2 folders.

l,J

Includes correspondence with F.E. Jones, Director of

1966-1967
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Mullard Ltd, re the ‘brain drain’, its different manifestations
in other European countries, and the relations between
pure science and technology, with the physicist G.O. Jones
re the properties of water, and with Sir Henry Jones of the
Gas Council re the production and storage of liquid
hydrogen as a joint venture by the Gas Council and the
Ministry of Aviation.

K

Includes correspondence with Sir Frank Kearton re SACU.

L

Includes correspondence with staff at the Department of
Education and Science re E.D. Haidemenakis’s proposed
NATO summer school. Also includes a letter congratulating
Sir Bernard Lovell on his recent article on space research
in The Times.

M

2 folders.

N

Includes correspondence with L. Néel (some in French) re
his impending visit in March 1967, and with the editor of
the New Scientist re K. Mendelssohn's The Quest for
Absolute Zero (1966), etc.

@)

Includes correspondence with J.L. Olsen re the
organisation of a meeting on the technological aspects of
new superconducting materials.

P, Q

Includes correspondence re meetings of the Society for
Low Temperature Biology and re applications to the SRC.
Also includes correspondence with A.B. Pippard re the
Interim Report of the Swann Working Group.
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Pippard was a member of the Working Group on
Manpower Parameters for Scientific Growth, Committee on
Manpower Resources for Science and Technology.
Charged ‘to discover whether there was any imbalance in
the employment of qualified engineering, technological and
scientific manpower’, it was chaired by M.M. Swann. The
interim report of the Swann Working Group was presented
to Parliament in October 1966.

R

Includes correspondence with the solid state physicist W.A.
Runciman re the HMFL Project, and with the President of
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences re the re-publication
of L. Hatvany's Die Wissenschaft des nicht Wissenswerten.

S

J.147 includes correspondence with the German physicist
EJ. Saur re a meeting on European plans for
superconducting materials, with R.G. Scurlock (University
of Southampton) regarding his new graduate course on
‘Cryogenics and its Applications’, etc.,, and with R.J.
Seeger of the American National Science Foundation re N.
Arms's biography of F.E. Simon. J.148 includes
correspondence with the pioneering cryobiologist A.U.
Smith re low temperature applications in biology, etc.

2 folders.

T

Includes correspondence with Sir Harold Thompson, the
Foreign Secretary of the Royal Society, re the SRC's
expenditure on foreign travel, etc. Also includes letters to
the editor of The Times, and to H. Trevor-Roper re SACU.

uvVv

Includes correspondence with A. Vidal-Hall of the French
Embassy in London re literature on the migration of
scientists.
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w

Includes correspondence with J.S. Watson, Principal of St
Andrews, re a report in The Times on the Special Report
from the Committee of Public Accounts. Also includes
letters to R. Weck of the British Welding Research
Association re argon-arc welding vs helium-arc welding,
efc.

X-Z
Includes correspondence with M. Zvegintzov of the NRDC

re a proposed liquid hydrogen centre at the Bradford
Institute of Technology, etc.

“1 Apr 67-17 Feb 68’

Contents of a ring binder so inscribed. Found arranged
alphabetically and in chronological order.

A

Includes correspondence with P. Aigrain re the political
situation in Greece and its implications for E.D.
Haidemenakis's proposed NATO summer school there.
Also includes correspondence with T.E. Allibone re the
upcoming Royal Society-Wates Study Conference on
Superconductor Technology in Europe.

A number of scheduled speakers at Haidemenakis'
summer school in Greece pulled out in the aftermath of the
military coup in the spring of 1967. Kurti remained neutral,
then decided not to take part, but changed his mind again
following assurances that there would be no limitation on
freedom of expression. See also G.88-G.90.

B

Includes correspondence with the President of the Royal
Society re a broad range of matters, including ‘the Hooker-
Kurti report’ on engineers and scientists in industry
(published in Nature vol. 217 (17 February 1968)). Also
includes correspondence with A.S.D. Barrett re a proposed
rental scheme of Philips PLHe 209 Liquefiers for
universities, with A. Briggs re a future Colloque de Caen
Franco-Britannique to explore university reform, with fellow
physicists W.E. Burcham and C.C. Butler re consultancy
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and Ph.D.s in industry, and with J.B. Butterworth re the
proposed Mathematics Research Centre at the University
of Warwick, etc.

2 folders.

D

Includes correspondence with F.S. Dainton re a Franco-
British Colloque de Caen, university-industry relations, etc.
Also includes correspondence with the Physical Secretary
of the Royal Society (M.J. Lighthill) re scientific authors’s
reluctance to publish in the Proceedings of the Royal
Society, and with J.J.P. Deverill of the Royal Society re the
upcoming Hungarian Scientific and Technical Week of the
Hungarian Embassy in London.

E

Includes correspondence with the Office for Scientific and
Technical Information re an upcoming Advisory Committee
for Science and Technology Information meeting. Also
includes correspondence with R.H. Ellis of the Historical
Manuscripts Commission re ‘the location of papers of pre-
1930 great men of science'.

F

Includes correspondence re funding for E.D.
Haidemenakis's proposed NATO summer school, with
D.M. Finlayson re the next international conference on low
temperature physics (LT 11), with B.H. Flowers re a variety
of matters (among them the question of how the news of
the demise of the HMFL Project should be handled), and
with Sir Frank Francis of the British Museum re the
automation of libraries, etc.

G

Includes correspondence with S. Gill re difficulties in
providing evidence to the Dainton Committee, recently
established to report on the national libraries. Also includes
correspondence with C.J. Gorter re his recent Fritz London
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lecture and the desirability of reviving friendly relations
between the Kammerlingh Onnes Laboratory and the
Clarendon.

H

J.161 includes correspondence with E.D. Haidemenakis re
the implications of the escalating political situation in
Greece for Kurti's participation in the proposed NATO
summer school there. Also includes correspondence with
Sir Harold Hartley re the preservation of scientific archives,
and with G.G. Haselden re liquid methane storage etc.
J.162 includes correspondence with M.G.N. Hine of CERN
re the meeting on Superconductor Technology in Europe
(with excerpts from a draft report etc.), and with S.G.
Hooker re university-industry relations, etc.

2 folders.

I, J

Includes correspondence with Baron Ironside of
Cryosystems Ltd re cryogenic terminology, with T. Johnson
re his Sunday Times articles on the Oxford Instruments
Company and the BOC-Edwards merger, with C. Jolliffe of
the SRC re the HMFL project and the Oxford Advanced
Cryogenics Course, with Sir Sydney Jones re a symposium
on railway research, etc.

The BOC Group acquired Edwards High Vacuum Ltd in
1968. The Oxford Advanced Cryogenics Course was an
18-day residential course designed for senior personnel in
industry and government establishments to retain their
awareness of new developments and to remain
‘fundamentals conscious’.

L

Includes correspondence with F. Lange of the Institut fiir
Tieftemperaturphysik, Dresden, with J.D. Lawson of the
Rutherford High Energy Laboratory, Chilton, Berkshire re
the new Advanced Cryogenics Course, with B. Lax of the
National Magnet Laboratory (NML) at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, USA, re demagnetisation work
done at the NML, and with the Department of Education
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