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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The bulk of the papers were received in February and August 1990 from Lady (Lorna) Kent. The
papers deposited in Nottingham University Library by Sir Peter Kent in 1985 were received from the
Library in August 1990.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF SIR PETER KENT

Percy Edward (from an early age he chose to be called Peter) Kent was born in West Bridgford,
Nottingham, in 1913. He was educated at West Bridgford Grammar School and University College,
Nottingham, where he read Geology under Professor H.H. Swinnerton. He graduated B.Sc. with first
class honours in 1934. He was then awarded a scholarship by the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research for research on the stratigraphy of the Lincolnshire Limestone and registered
with London University for his Ph.D. Shortly after graduation, however, Kent was recommended to
L.S.B. Leakey as geologist for his fourth East African Archaeological Expedition, the original choice
K.P. Oakley having withdrawn. The expedition searched for remains of Homo sapiens at Pleistocene

sites at Kanam and Kanjera in Kenya following on from Leakey's ex'pedition of 1931-32, and then at

Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania, but with inconclusive results.

Kent returned to the UK in 1935 and spent the following year writing up his results and resuming his
study of Lincolnshire Limestone. On the strength of his work in Lincolnshire Kent joined the Anglo-
Iranian Oil Company (later to become British Petroleum) as an Assistant Geologist. He undertook
survey work on the south coast of England 1936-37. Kent then returned to Lincolnshire to report on
the geology of the area and was also assigned to check the geology of the ‘Market Weighton
Anticline' in south east Yorkshire. Kent's survey showed that in fact no anticline existed. In 1938
Kent was despatched to Scotland where exploration for oil had begun in the carboniferous rocks of
central Scotland, and in 1939 to Formby in Lancashire where oil seepages had been discovered.

On the outbreak of war Kent was in a 'reserved' occupation and so continued to work for Anglo-
Iranian in Nottinghamshire. In 1941, however, he was released by Anglo-Iranian as they cut back on
their geological surveying and he joined the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. He was assigned to
the Photo-Intelligence Branch of D section (Industry) of the RAF Central Interpretation Unit based at
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Medmenham, Buckinghamshire. Kent worked on the assessment of German oil supplies - initially
locating oil storage tanks, later identifying synthetic oil plants in which the Germans were converting
coal to oil. Kent was seconded to the Mediterranean Allied Air Force in ltaly in 1944 and in 1945 he
was posted to the Pentagon, Washington DC, to work with G2 Branch of US Army Intelligence on
photo-interpretation of Japanese oil installations. For his work on identifying oil plants in Axis held
Europe he was awarded the US Legion of Merit in 1946. At the end of the war with Japan Kent was
the only non-American to accompany the US Strategic Bombing Survey, assessing the effectiveness
of air raids on targets in Japan.

After the war Kent rejoined Anglo-Iranian and resumed work on oil finds in the Upper Carboniferous
rock of the east Midlands, based at Eakring, Nottinghamshire. In 1948 he was posted to Iran for
stratigraphic survey work in the Zagros mountains in south east Iran. He retumed to the UK in 1951,
following the political disturbances in Iran which had resulted in the nationalisation of BP's Iranian
interests and so curtailed further survey work. He was almost immediately sent to East Africa, a
report having been received that a Kenyan government geologist had found signs of oil. It transpired
that no oil was to be found, although the area was geologically promising, and Kent went on to
Tanganyika where the prospects of finding oil seemed better. The results of this pioneering
geological work were published in 1971 by the Geological Survey as Geology and Geophysics of
Coastal Tanzania with Kent as a co-author.

In 1955 Kent was posted to Papua New Guinea, first as Deputy Chief Geologist later Chief
Geologist, with the Australasian Petroleum Company, a part-owned BP subsidiary. Kent was

involved in surveys in the rain forest and the highlands of Papua. This met with little success despite
the promising geology of the area. Kent was posted to Canada in 1957 as Adviser to the President
of BP Canada. There was little progress in eastern Canada and work moved westwards to the
Northwest Territories and Canadian Arctic islands in 1958. In 1959 BP also began investigating oil
prospects in the north of Alaska. BP Exploration (Alaska) was formed with Kent as its first President.
The work of Kent and his team was to lead to a number of discoveries of oil and gas including the
two huge fields at Prudhoe Bay and Kuparek. In 1970 Kent and two BP colleagues, H.R. Warman
and A.N. Thomas, were awarded the MacRobert Award of the Council of Engineering Institutions for
the techniques they pioneered for accurate surveying through permafrost which made the
discoveries possible.
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From 1961 Kent's duties became more managerial. He was appointed Deputy Chief Geologist of BP
in 1961, Regional Manager of BP North and South America in 1962 and Technical and Regional
Manager of BP America and the Western Hemisphere a year later. In 1966 Kent was made Chief
Geologist and was much involved in operations in the North Sea, particularly the discovery of the
Forties field. Kent was appointed Assistant General Manager (Exploration) in 1971. Kent retired
from BP in 1973 but continued as a consultant on exploration matters with special reference to Iran,
Canada and the UK. Kent had maintained his close connection with oil exploration in Iran through
his service from 1965 on the Exploration Advisory Group, a body formed in 1957 to advise oil

companies operating in Iran on exploration matters. In 1973 Kent became Chairman of the Group,

his continuing membership of the EAG being part of his post-retirement consultancy with BP. The
EAG's activities were halted in 1978 by the Islamic revolution and the overthrow of the Shah.

On his retirement Kent was appointed Chairman of the Natural Environment Research Council, a
post he held until 1977. In 1977 Kent joined the Board of LASMO (London and Scottish Marine Oil).
He resigned from the Board in 1983 having seen LASMO develop from a very small investment
house into a leading independent British oil company. In 1982 he accepted an invitation to join the
Board of Directors of Minworth Ltd, the controlling body of the Minworth Group of companies, and
became its Chairman the following year. He also served as Chairman of Strontian Minerals, a
subsidiary company within the Minworth Group, 1983-86.

Kent's numerous contributions to geology were introduced by his Royal Society memorialists as
follows:

‘Under Professor Swinnerton we may assume that Peter became so familiar with the
chronostratigraphy of the Jurassic and Cretaceous that he was able to recognize with confidence the
zonal level of the rocks in Lincolnshire and Leicestershire that formed the subjects of his earliest
researches. This was one of the techniques upon which his career was based; the other was the art
of field mapping. Neither of these techniques, however, became an objective in its own right in his
hands; both were employed for the deciphering of the structural history of parts of the Earth's shallow
crust, some of them of great economic importance. His work will remain influential in this field of
structural interpretation; growing from small beginnings in the East Midlands, thence to the North
Sea and beyond that to the aseismic continental margins of northern Europe and East Africa’. (N.L.
Falcon and Sir Kingsley Dunham, Biographical Memoirs of Fellows of the Royal Society, 33, 1987,
343-373, p.360).
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Kent was accorded many honours for his contributions to geology and to petroleum exploration. He
was elected a Fellow of the Geological Society of London in 1938 and was awarded the Society's
Lyell Fund in 1949 and their Bigsby and Murchison Medals in 1953 and 1969 respectively. He
served as President of the Geological Society 1974-76. Kent was elected to the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists in 1957 (Honorary Member 1976), the Geological Society of
America in 1966 and the Petroleum Exploration Society of Great Britain, of which he was a founder-
member in 1965 and which he served as Chairman 1966. He received the MacRobert Award (see
above) in 1970. Kent was President of the Yorkshire Geological Society 1965-66 and was awarded
its Sorby Medal in 1973. He received Honorary Degrees from the universities of Leicester (1972),
Durham (1974), Bristol (1976), Glasgow (1977), Aberdeen (1978), Cambridge (1979), Hull (1981)
and Birmingham (1983). Kent was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1966 (serving on
Council 1967-69) and was awarded its Royal Medal in 1971. Kent was knighted in 1973.

Kent married twice, in 1940 to Margaret Betty Hood, who died in 1974, and in 1976 to Lorna Ogilvie
Scott.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION
The material is presented in the order given in the List of Contents. This large collection covers
almost all aspects of Kent's professional career.

Section A, Biographical, is substantial. There is Kent's autobiographical account 'Recollections in
retirement’, and records of Kent's student work at University College Nottingham, his membership of
the East African Archaeological Expedition 1934-35, his Second World War service and his career
with the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company/BP. The honours received by Kent are well-documented,
including his election to the Fellowship of the Royal Society in 1966, the MacRobert Award in 1970
and his knighthood in 1973. The section also includes diaries 1950-71, family and social
correspondence, including a sequence of letters home during Kent's period in Iran 1948-51, and
miscellaneous personal papers and memorabilia.

Section B, Research and surveys, is the largest in the collection. It documents Kent's survey and oil

exploration work and his own geological research from the first work with Anglo-Iranian Oil in
Lincolnshire in 1936, through his postwar work for BP in the UK and overseas in Iran, East Africa,
Papua New Guinea and North America, to the North Sea discoveries of the 1960s and 1970s, and
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post-retirement research to 1986. There was a close relationship between Kent's work for Anglo-
Iranian/BP and his academic geological research; with the company's goodwill Kent was able to use
information from company surveys in his own publications. Kent retained a continuing interest in the
geology and oil prospects of areas of the world he had visited and this is reflected in the wide
geographical coverage of the papers. The bulk of the material, however, is concerned with the
geology of England (particularly the Midland counties) and Iran (including the work of the Exploration
Advisory Group). The material, most of which was found in Kent's own folders or envelopes,
includes correspondence, manuscript notes (some on pages from ‘filofax' style notebooks),
typescript drafts and notes, stratigraphical columns, oil well logs, maps, sections and photographs.
There are also a number of notebooks.

Section C, Deep Sea Drilling Project, documents Kent's involvement in the Deep Sea Drilling Project
(DSDP) from the negotiations over British participation in 1973 and the establishment of the
International Phase of Ocean Drilling (IPOD) in 1975. The lead agency in the UK was the Natural
Environment Research Council, of which Kent was Chairman. Kent served on the Executive
Committee of JOIDES, the consortium of member-institutions of the project, 1975-81, and on the UK
IPOD Co-ordinating Committee. His involvement continued to the completion of the IPOD in
November 1983 and the campaign for British participation in its successor programme, the Advanced
Ocean Dirilling Project (AODP, later just ODP). Kent played an active part in the research, reviewing
the results of Leg 25 of the DSDP, which surveyed the western Indi~n Ocean and contributing to the
series Initial Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project.

Section D, Publications and lectures, brings together material for many of Kent's published papers,
1936-87, and lectures from 1952. The largest single body of material documents his geological
memoir for the Institute of Geological Sciences, Eastern England from the Tees to the Wash
(HMSO, 1980). The lectures were chiefly delivered to university and college geological societies or
local geological and natural history societies. The latter include Presidential addresses to the
Yorkshire Geological Society and to the Lincolnshire Naturalists' Union. There are also sequences of
editorial correspondence and Letters to The Times. At D.134 is material relating to a BBC radio
broadcast on explorers in which Kent took part. There is an (incomplete) set of Kent's published
papers at D.135.

Section E, Natural Environment Research Council, includes papers relating to Kent's service on the
the Geology and Geophysics Committee (later Institute of Geological Sciences Advisory Committee)
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of the NERC 1968-73, his Chairmanship of the NERC 1973-77 and subsequent Council service
1977-80. These activities are poorly documented since, with the exception of his first year as
Chairman of the NERC, Kent did not retain many committee papers or official correspondence. The
bulk of the papers document Kent's service on Preparatory Group ‘A’ of the Council, as a member of
which Kent served on the Deep Geology Committee and Visiting Groups to the Institutes of
Geological Sciences and of Oceanographical Sciences.

Section F, Societies and organisations, is the second largest in the collection. It documents Kent's
association with 41 British, overseas and international bodies. These include the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, for which Kent acted as adviser in territorial disputes in the North Atlantic
Ocean (Rockall) and the English Channel, the Geological Society, of which Kent was President
1974-76, the International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, the Royal Society and the Watt
Committee on Energy. For material relating to the British Geological Survey see the entry for the

Institute of Geological Sciences and, specifically relating to the campaign to safeguard the future of
the Survey 1984-86, the Institution of Geologists. Also of interest is the material on local geological

and natural history societies of which Kent was a member, including the East Midlands and Yorkshire
Geological Societies and the Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire Trusts for Nature

Conservation.

Section G, Commercial consultancies and companies, comprises material relating to Kent's work for
commercial organisations, principally BP, LASMO and the Minworth Group. The material relating to
BP includes documentation of his later managerial career within BP, but much of it dates from his
post-retirement consultancy from 1973. Kent's involvement with LASMO 1977-84 is the best
documented component of this section. As a member of the Board and a consultant Kent was very
closely involved with the operation of this company at a crucial stage in LASMO's development into a
leading independent British oil company. The LASMO material also records the history of Chariton
Thermosystems Ltd, a small company attempting to market a pioneering heating system, in which
LASMO had a close interest. Kent's shorter period of service with the Minworth Group, as Board
member and Chairman of Minworth Ltd and Chairman of Strontian Minerals, is also well-
documented.

Section H, Visits and conferences, presents a chronological sequence, 1951-85, of some of Kent's
engagements both in the UK and abroad. The visit for which most documentation survives is the
1968 International Geological Congress held in Prague, Kent led the UK delegation. The proceedings
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were cut short by the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia and the Soviet occupation of Prague
and the material includes accounts of the events by Kent and his wife, and memorabilia. The section
does not present all of Kent's extensive travel and attendance at meetings and conferences. His
overseas research and survey work for BP is documented in section B and his visit to East Africa
with the East African Archaeological Expedition is documented at A.53-A.102.

Section J, Scientific correspondence, is the smallest in the collection. There are no extended
sequences of correspondence. Much of Kent's correspondence is to be found in other sections,
retained with other material with which it was found. There is, for example, a great deal of scientific
correspondence in section B.

There is also an index of correspondents.

LOCATION OF OTHER MATERIAL
An album containing photographs taken during the East African Archaeological Expedition was
donated by Kent to the British Museum (Natural History) in January 1977.
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Biographical

BIOGRAPHICAL AND BIBLIOGRAPHICAL

Memoir of Kent by N.L. Falcon and Sir Kingsley Dunham, Biographical
Memoirs of Fellows of the Royal Society, 33 (1987), 343-373.

The Times obituary, 14 July 1986.

Application form for non-immigrant visa for USA, completed by Kent for visit
to Colorado, 1955.

Calendar of postings with Anglo-Iranian Oil/BP 1936-61.

Copy of Kent's BP 'Staff review form' for 1965.

Entry for Who's Who, 1966.

Biographical data, possibly for biographical reference book, 1984.

Biographical data, 4pp typescript. Compiled by Kent ¢.1984.

'Recollections in Retirement’. Contents of Kent's binder divided into thirteen
for ease of reference.

Unpublished autobiographical account by Kent. The account comprises
typescript sections, some with later typescript ‘inserts’, recounting episodes
in Kent's life and career. The titles of the sections are reproduced in the
catalogue entries, and the material is presented in the order in which it was
kept by Kent.

‘Beginnings’, 'Oh, my Father!", ‘Four schools'.

‘University days - 1931-34, 1935-36', 'The family at Friary [Congregational
Church]', ‘Aunts and Uncles', 'Basford in the Twenties'.

'Geology in eastern England', 'East Africa 1934-5', 'With Leakey's 4th East
African Archaeological Expedition 1934-5'.
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Biographical

"The later Thirties - early years with BP (1936-1940)', 'Midlands oil', 'Scottish
interlude 1938-9', 'The last summer of peace - Formby 1939 (and after)', 'Oil
at Eakring, Nottinghamshire, 1939'.

‘War years in the RAFVR', ‘Interpreting the German oil industry’,
‘Medmenham’, 'Intelligence in the Pentagon, Washington D.C., 1945
‘Strategic Bombing Survey, Japan, 1945', ‘Wartime memory - San Severo -
an ltalian country town (1944)".

‘Iran, 1948-1951', 'Iran - home at Haft Kel, 1949, 'lran - surveys in the
Zagros mountains 1948-1951', 'Iran regional geological surveys'.

'‘Deep exploration in eastern England’, 'Back to East Africa in the 1950s".

'East Africa again, 1952, and afterwards', 'Postscript to East Africa’, 'East
African exploration - a narrative history', 'In jungle country - Papua 1955-57'.

‘Canada - Calgary and the Arctic 1957-1960', 'Delivered by hand - a letter
from Abu Dhabi and Kuwait May 1969, ‘A visit to Oman, November 1970, ‘A
rather special week, November 1971".

'Iran - exploration advice 1965-1978', 'The high Zagros with the EAG,
October 1972 - a diary note', 'Diary of the last days in Iran November 1972'.

'‘Meeting cabinet ministers, 1966-76'.

‘An afternoon with the BBC TV', 'Without a passport’, 'Singing’, ‘A Dutch
breakfast’, 'Strange customs', 'Pure lunacy', 'The unpredictability of air
travel', '‘Borrowed time'.

‘A new star in the oil industry - LASMO 1977-83', 'The heat that failed -
Charlton Thermosystems Ltd., 1980-1983', 'Positive vetting', 'Prague 1968,
'Hong Kong at night'.
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Biographical

Lists of publications, to 1971 and 1974, and list of Kent's 'Reports held by
BP'.

'Reprints Register'. Contents of Kent's folder so inscribed: tabulated lists of
names of those receiving various reprints, 1958-72. Arranged
alphabetically.

SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY NOTEBOOKS

Undergraduate

A.22-A.38

A.22-A.24

Az22

Hardback. Labelled on front cover 'P.E. Kent. Practical Chemistry'. Used
for accounts of experiments 1 - 46 from 15 October [?1929]. The work was
marked on 5 February 1930, 23 February 1930 and 22 July 1931.

Hardback. Labelled on front cover 'P.E. Kent Practical Chemistry' and
inscribed inside front cover "...Practical Chemistry II'. Used for accounts of
experiments 47 - 52. The work was marked on 22 July 1931. Loose at front
is July 1931 Chemistry Practical examination paper.

Hardback. Inscribed inside front cover 'P.E. Kent  Physics'. Used for
accounts of experiments. Undated.

'Practical Lab work 1931-34 (possibly worthy of archives as example of
H.H.S. [Swinnerton] teaching methods)'. Contents of Kent's large envelope
so inscribed: diaries, binders, sketches and notebook.

Pocket diaries 1932-34. Used for notes of geological fieldwork.

1932.
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A.27-A.30

A.31,A32

A34-A37

Biographical

‘(Stratigraphy) + Palaeontology’. Contents of Kent's ring binder so labelled
divided into two for ease of reference: ms notes on fossil types.

‘Stratig  Palaeo. Special'. Contents of Kent's ring binder so labelled
divided into four for ease of reference. The binder was used from the front
for ms notes principally on stratigraphy (A.27, A.28) and from the back for
ms notes on vertebrate palaeontology (A.29, A.30).

‘Cret'. Contents of Kent's ring binder so labelled divided into two for ease of
reference.

Essay on the Tremadoc beds.

Ms notes on Cretaceous rocks.

'‘Palaeontology Foraminifera Graptoloidea Coelentera Brachiopoda
Mollusca'. Kent's binder so inscribed. Pencil sketches, retained in original
binder.

'‘Palaeontology’. Contents of Kent's binder so inscribed divided into four for
ease of reference.

Pencil sketches of invertebrata; University of London B.Sc. examination
admission card and timetable, June 1934.

Pencil sketches of vertebrata. 2 folders.

Duplicated instruction and problem sheets for map making course.
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Biographical

Hardback notebook labelled on front cover 'P.E. Kent [...] Elementary
Palaeontology Mineralogy. Petrology'. Used principally for pencil sketches
of fossils and watercolours of rock specimens.

Hardback notebook labelled on front cover 'Biogeography  Geophysics
Oceanography'. Used from 'Oct 2' for ms notes.

Hardback notebook labelled on front cover ‘Geomorphology and Physical
Basis..." Used from the front for ms notes on geomorphology, and from the
back for ms notes on the 'Physical basis' of air, water, snow and ice and
notes on '2nd Year Geomorph British Isles and Europe'. A little loose
intercalated material.

Hardback notebook inscribed on spine ‘Jurassic' and inside front cover
‘Jurassics  Inferior Oolite - Purbeckian'. Paginated 1-191 with list of
contents on first page. Used for ms notes and sketches pasted into the
notebook.

Hardback notebook labelled on front cover 'Jurassics' and inside front cover
‘Lower Lias of the British Isles’. Paginated 1-41 (some earlier pages cut
from the notebook and later pages not numbered). Used for ms notes.

Hardback notebook inscribed inside front cover 'Palaeontology’. Used from
the front for ms notes on fossils and from the back for ms notes on Eocene,
Oligocene, Miocene, Pliocene and the geology of south Shropshire. A little
loose intercalated material.

Hardback notebook labelled on front cover 'Petrology and Mineralogy'. Used
from the front for ms notes on petrology and from the back for ms notes on
mineralogy.

Hardback notebook inscribed inside front cover 'Stratigraphy'. Paginated 2-
146. Used for ms notes and sketches pasted into the notebook.

Hardback notebook inscribed inside front cover ‘Abstracts’. Paginated 1-82
(later pages not paginated). Used for ms notes on the literature and
newspaper cuttings 1933-34 (from the Manchester Guardian) on geological
matters pasted into the notebook.
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A.48-A.50

Biographical

Softback exercise book used from the front for ms notes on fossils and
sketches pasted into the notebook, and from the back for bibliographical
references (latest reference 1931). Some earlier pages cut from the
notebook.

'Field Work'. Contents of Kent's ring binder so labelled divided into four for
ease of reference: ms accounts of field work 1932-34 with list of contents on
first page. The accounts are individually paginated and some are illustrated
by photographs pasted onto the pages.

A later ms note by Kent found inside the binder (at A.48) describes it as
'Probably submitted in B.Sc. original work',

Introductory note with list of contents; 'The hydraulic Limestones of S. Notts';
‘A study of the Lincolnshire Limestone'.

‘Geological mapping'; 'The age of the highest Kimmeridgian of Lincolnshire’;
‘the Northampton district'; 'Easter camp 1932 Bradford on Avon, Wilts';
‘Easter camp in Shropshire 1933'; 'Isle of Wight August 1933'.

'Welsh Border Easter '34"; 'Swanscombe' (later brief note on trial work with
L.S.B. Leakey prior to East African Archaeological Expedition); photographs
and map for 'Notes on river systems and glacial retreat stages in south
Lincolnshire’, by Kent, Bibliog. 7, 1939.

'A Charnian Axis in the East Midlands PEK/1933-4'. Contents of Kent's
envelope so inscribed: ms draft + hand-drawn map.

A later ms note by Kent found attached describes the circumstances behind
the draft:

‘This note was written in 1933/4 after a heavy dose of [W.J.] Arkell's book
(Jurassic rocks of G.B.) and papers by R.H. Rastall. It incurred the severe
disapproval of Prof Swinnerton, who regarded it as an unjustifiable waste of
time'.

Ring bound pocket notebook used from the front and from the back for
miscellaneous notes, those at front including work at Barnston [Lincs] 1933-
34.
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Biographical

EAST AFRICAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPEDITION

After graduation in 1934 Kent was invited to join L.S.B. Leakey's
archaeological expedition to East Africa on its fourth season. He was
recommended in the place of K.P. Oakley who had withdrawn from the
expedition.

The expedition was to follow up Leakey's expedition of 1931-32 to Kenya, in
the course of which Leakey had discovered fragments of a hominid skull at
Kanjera and a hominid jaw bone at Kanam. The bones were thought to be
from Homo sapiens. Leakey said the jaw had been found in Lower
Pleistocene beds, which suggested an earlier date for the appearance of
Homo sapiens than had hitherto been supposed, and the skull pieces in
Middle Pleistocene. However, Professor P.G.H. Boswell, a leading authority
on the Pleistocene, cast doubt on Leakey's claims and Leakey, to prove his
case, persuaded the Royal Society to fund Boswell to visit the sites with him
on his next expedition to East Africa.

The expedition left England on 24 October and arrived in Kenya on 10
November. There was considerable difficulty finding the site of Leakey's
main discovery. This, it transpired, was because the photograph purported
to be of the site was in fact, as Kent and S. White, the expedition surveyor,
discovered, of gullies some distance away. Boswell retumed to the UK in
January and wrote a Letter to Nature in which he revealed the discrepancy.

The matter was complicated by the fact that the photograph was to appear
in Leakey's book on his discoveries about to be published by Oxford
University Press. Leakey argued that there was no intention to mislead and
withdrew the photograph from the book. Further difficulty arose when it
became clear that the hominid jawbone had not actually been found in situ
by Leakey but collected by a native assistant and that it was quite possible it
had slipped down into the Pleistocene bed through cracks in the ground.

Kent initially served as assistant to Boswell, but following Boswell's return to
the UK in January served as the Expedition Geologist. The first stage of the
expedition searched for the sites of Leakey's finds and other evidence of
early Homo sapiens at Kanam and Kanjera and other locations in the
Kavirondo area of Kenya. In May 1935 the team moved on to Olduvai
Gorge (Oldoway) in Tanganyika. Kent left Kenya on 8 August 1935.

See also B.365, D.2.

The material is presented as follows:

A.53-A.87 Correspondence and papers

A.88-A.102 Notebooks and maps
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Biographical

Correspondence and papers

A.53-A.66

'East Africa. Technical correspondence etc from August 1934' ‘Leakey's
monthly reports. Letters from LSBL, Boswell, Wayland, Archdeacon Owen'.
Contents of Kent's folder so inscribed divided into fourteen for ease of
reference.

Correspondence August - October 1934 re preparations for the expedition.
Includes initial letter from Leakey re the possibility of Kent joining the party,
11 August, and correspondence re preparatory field trip to improve Kent's
mapping techniques (see A.50).

Monthly field reports.

These duplicated typescript reports were written by Leakey for private
circulation among expedition members and other colleagues. They report
on the expedition's movements, excavations and discoveries, and include
accounts of work carried out by Kent, with Boswell, and independently.

24 October - 23 November 1934.

24 November - 23 December 1934.

24 December 1934 - 23 January 1935.

24 January - 23 February 1935.

24 February - 23 March 1935. Includes Leakey's first reactions to reports of
Boswell's criticisms of his work, published in Nature, 9 March (see A.57),
and 'Report on geological work of the month' by Kent.

24 March - 23 April 1935. Includes 'Geologist's report’ by Kent.

24 April - 23 May 1935.

24 May - 23 June 1935. Includes 'Geological report' by Kent.

24 June - August 1935.
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‘Human remains from Kanam and Kanjera, Kenya colony' by Boswell,
Nature 135, 371-2; printed account of journey to Kenya and first impressions
of the country by Kent, probably from the West Bridgfordian school
magazine; letter from W.E. Owen, 5 April, and correspondence from E.J.
Wayland, Director of the Geological Survey of Uganda, July, August 1935;
typescript draft of letter from Kent to East African Standard on the newly
discovered ruined city at Engaruka, 4 August 1935; hand-drawn maps of
Songhor and Olduvai.

Correspondence arising from the expedition, October - December 1935.
Chiefly with expedition members (including Leakey and Boswell) and E.J.
Wayland.

Correspondence arising from the Expedition, January - April 1936. Includes
W.C. Smith's typescript ‘notes on [...] igneous rocks from Eyasi and
Manyana exposures' collected by Kent, 6 Aprii 1936 and other
correspondence re specimens collected by Kent.

Correspondence arising from the expedition, May 1936 - 1937, 1939. The
correspondence 1939 is chiefly re red pebbles from Koru collected by Kent.

Correspondence October 1940 - January 1941. Chiefly re fossil fish from
Miocene and Pleistocene beds. Includes 'A note on Pleistocene deposits
near Lake Manyara, Tanganyika' by Kent, 8pp typescript, submitted for
publication in the Geological Magazine, 14 January 1941 (Bibliog. 13, 1942).

Correspondence February - May 1941. Includes ‘The recent history and
Pleistocene deposits of the plateau north of Lake Eyasi, Tanganyika' by
Kent, 16pp typescript, submitted for publication in the Geological Magazine,
27 February 1941 (Bibliog. 10, 1941).

Correspondence and papers June - September 1941. Includes lists of
'Kavirondo Pleistocene mammals' compiled by A.T. Hopwood, sent to Kent
23 June; 'The Pleistocene beds of Kanam & Kanjera, Kavirondo, Kenya' by
Kent, 19pp typescript, submitted for publication in the Geological Magazine,
6 July 1941 (Bibliog. 14, 1942); 'Miocene deposits in Kenya' by Kent, 2pp
typescript, submitted for publication in Nature, 12 July 1941 (Bibliog. 12,
1941).

Correspondence 1942. Chiefly re Kent's articles on Kenyan geology.
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A.67-A.72

A.73-A.79

Biographical

Correspondence 1943-45. Includes 'Contribution to discussion on Dr F.
Dixey: "The relation of the main peneplain of Central Africa to sediments of
Miocene age" ' by Kent, 2pp typescript, 3 February 1945.

Miscellaneous material. Includes press-cutting from the Manchester
Guardian, 11 January 1939 of report from W.E. Owen on 'New discoveries
in Kavirondo'; hand-drawn illustration of geology of Rusinga island and map
of Kokkoth cliffs; ms notes; typescript draft Letter (? to Geological Magazine)
on 'The age and tectonic relationships of East African volcanic rocks' by
Kent, nd; two articles by K.P. Oakley, 1974 and 1975, reporting on
radiometric assay dating of the hominid bone fragments discovered by
Leakey's 1931-32 expedition.

'‘Letters from Africa 1934-5'. Contents of Kent's envelope so inscribed
divided into six for ease of reference: letters from Kent to his family,
principally his mother, October 1934 - July 1935. Includes accounts of
outward journey and activities in East Africa. At A.72 is miscellaneous
material found therewith: 15pp ms notes for talk by Kent on his experiences
in East Africa; 'East African chessboard' by Kent, 9pp ms draft on relations
between Blacks and Whites in East Africa (probably written for the Friary
Congregational Church newsletter); magazine photograph of Kent with
Leakey and Miss Mary Nicoll (later Mrs Leakey) at Olduvai Gorge.

‘Letters to Africa 1934-35 (family matters) and Leakey'. Contents of Kent's
envelope so inscribed divided into seven for ease of reference: letters from
family, principally his mother, friends and colleagues, November 1934 -
August 1935. Includes correspondence from Boswell, Leakey and E.J.
Wayland. At A.79 are ms notes on ?Swahili grammar prepared by Kent.

‘The stratigraphy of the Miocene beds in the vicinity of the Kavirondo Gulf,
Kenya (Summary)' by Kent, 27pp typescript + figures, 1934-35; 'Middle
Pleistocene deposits near Lake Manyara, Tanganyika’ by Kent, 5pp
typescript + maps, 1935.

Correspondence and papers 1939-43. Includes lists of fossil mammalia
from Miocene deposits at Kavirondo sent to Kent by D.G. Maclnnes and
brief correspondence from Leakey re drafts sent to him by Kent.

'Physiographical features of the Kavirondo Gulf of Lake Victoria, Kenya' by
Kent, 16pp typescript found with correspondence at A.80. Not listed in
Bibliog. but possibly early version of Bibliog. 15, 1942.
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Biographical

'Kilimanjaro - an active volcano' by Kent, 4pp typescript, published as
Bibliog. 19, 1944, with ms note on the shrinkage of the ice cap on
Kilimanjaro; ms notes and pages of drafts The Uplift of East Africa’ and The
cause of the thrust vaulting of Rusinga' by Kent, nd.

Miscellaneous material. Includes typescript notes on geology of Kavirondo,
photographs, hand-drawn maps of Serengeti and Rusinga Island.

Correspondence, 1976-77, principally re photographs of the expedition and
identification of localities.

Photocopies of pages from Leakey's Luck. The Life of Louis Leakey, 1903-
1972 by S. Cole (1975), with references to Kent underlined, and of front
covers of By the Evidence: memoirs, 1931-1951 by Leakey and Disclosing
the Past: an autobiography by Mary Leakey (1984).

: Virginia Morell corresp.” Contents of Kent's folder so
labelled: correspondence with Morell re the expedition, May 1984 -

November 1985.

Morell was writing a book about the Leakey family and wrote to Kent with a
number of queries, chiefly concerning relations amongst expedition
members.

The folder also includes an account by Kent of a 'Stone tool from Laetoli,
Tanzania' sent by him to the British Museum 1985. Kent describes the
circumstances behind his taking the tool into ‘protective custody' during the
expedition.

Notebooks

Softback pocket notebook inscribed on fore edge 'Kanam'. Used from the
front for field notes on work at Kanam and Kanjera, c. December 1934 -
January 1935, and at the back for notes on D.G. Maclinnes's presentation on
Mastodon teeth at East African science meeting, Nairobi, 30 November
1934. Paginated 2-110 (later pages not paginated).

Kent worked on the Pleistocene beds at the Kanam and Kanjera sites from
November 1934 to 24 January 1935.
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Hardback notebook inscribed on spine 'Kanam'. Used from the front for
notes on sections at Kanam and later notes on Leakey's book Stone Age
Races of Kenya (Oxford, 1935) and the Louth - Willoughby anticline, and
from the back for notes on sections at Rusinga island.

Loose material intercalated includes, at back, 9pp ms draft 'The geology of
the Kanam - Kanjera area (Kenya colony)' in Kent's hand, and sections from
Kanam, Kanjera and Rawe.

Kent worked on the Miocene beds on Rusinga and nearby islands 1
February - 28 March and 23-30 July 1935.

Hardback desk diary for 1935. Used principally to record movement
between sites 20 January - 8 August 1935. The page for 1 January has
been used as an index.

Softback pocket notebook inscribed on fore edge 'Koru etc’. Used from the
front for field notes on work at Songhor, Muhoroni and Koru, and at the back
for '‘General ideas'. Paginated 1-45 (Songhor) and 1-23 (Koru).

Kent worked at Songhor 25-29 January and 22-25 April 1935 and at
Muhoroni and Koru 6-14 April 1935. The notes on Songhor probably
represent work on his first visit there.

Hardback notebook inscribed on spine ‘Rusinga’. Used for notes on work on
Rusinga, Mfanganu and Ngothe islands. Maps pasted into notebook at
back. A little loose material intercalated.

The later pages of the notebook had ?photographs pasted onto them. At
some later date these have been torn from the pages.

Softback pocket notebook inscribed on fore edge 'Rusinga’. Used from the
front for field notes on work on Rusinga island, and from the back for notes
on Rusinga, Mfanganu and Ngothe islands. Paginated 1-94 (later pages not
paginated).

Softback pocket notebook inscribed on fore edge 'Central Kavirondo'. Used
for field notes on work at Mariwa, Omba, Maboko island, Majowa biuff and
Lela. Most pages not used.

Kent worked on the Miocene beds at these sites to the north of the Gulf of
Kavirondo 15-21 April 1935.
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Softback pocket notebook inscribed on fore edge 'Oldoway + Eyasi' and on
first page 'Geology in north Tanganyika 1) Oldowai 2) Laitolii and Lake
Eyasi'. Used from the front for field notes on work at Olduvai and from the
back for field notes on work to north west of Lake Eyasi. Paginated at the
back 2-42.

The Expedition moved to Olduvai Gorge, in Tanganyika, in May 1935. Kent
worked in the Olduvai and Lake Eyasi area 10 May - 7 July.

Hardback notebook labelled on front cover 'Oldoway 1935 P.E. Kent'. Used
from the front for draft of 'Sections in the Branch Gorge at Oldoway,
Tanganyika', and from the back for draft on 'North Western Eyasi'.
Paginated at the front 1-47 and at the back 1-89.

Loose material intercalated includes maps of Olduvai Gorge and letter to
W.G. Aitken, 19 June 1953 re 'draft script on Oldoway'.

Softback pocket notebook inscribed on fore edge 'Manyara'. Used for field
notes on work near Lake Manyara. Most pages not used.

Kent worked in this area 7-12 July 1935.

Softback pocket notebook used for miscellaneous ms notes on East African
(site unidentified) and UK geology. In the middle of the notebook are brief
entries for 1, 2, 17 and 21 August 1935. Most pages not used.

Softback pocket notebook cut in half and used as jotter for notes on East
Africa and UK geology, addresses, bibliographical references etc.

Maps

'East Africa [Kenya] Karungu', 1:250,000. Compiled by Ordnance Survey
1916. Printed on linen-backed paper.

This map covers the majority of sites at which the expedition worked in
Kenya. The sites and some other features have been marked by Kent in ink
and pencil.
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'‘German East Africa [Tanganyika] Eyassi’, 1:300,000. Compiled by
Ordnance Survey 1915. Printed on linen-backed paper.

This map covers the Olduvai Gorge and Lakes Eyasi and Manyara. Some
of the sites at which the expedition worked have been marked by Kent in
ink.

‘German East Africa Kilimanjaro', 1:300,000. Compiled by Ordnance Survey
1915. Printed on linen-backed paper. Inscribed on front 'Dr Leakey'.

SECOND WORLD WAR

A.103-A.118

A.103

At the outbreak of war Kent was in a reserved profession and was therefore
exempt from military service. He joined the Home Guard. In 1941 he was
released from Anglo-lranian as they reduced their geological programme
(see A.131). Kent joined the RAF Volunteer Reserve and was assigned to
the Photo-Intelligence Branch of D section (Industry) of the RAF Central
Interpretation Unit based at Medmenham. He worked on the assessment of
German oil supplies - initially locating oil storage tanks, later identifying
synthetic oil plants in which the Germans were converting coal to oil. He
was seconded to the Mediterranean Allied Air Force in 1944 and in 1945 to
the G2 Branch of US Army Intelligence to work on photo-interpretation of
Japanese oil installations. For this work he was awarded the Legion of Merit
in 1946. At the end of the war with Japan Kent was the only non-American
accompanying the US Strategic Bombing Survey to Japan to assessing the
effectiveness of air raids.

'RAF Records 1941-46". Contents of Kent's large envelope so inscribed.

'‘Orders  Official corresp.' Contents of Kent's folder so inscribed: official
papers 1944-46. Chiefly material re transfer to US Strategic Bombing
Survey and subsequent visit to Japan with the Survey.

Memoranda re 'Conflict with authority! [January] 1944,

Relates to a memo Kent sent to his commanding officer critical of an order
that D section was no longer to estimate oil production figures but only
supply the basic data for others to analyse. Kent was reprimanded for the
memo, as '...the tone of this memo does not reflect a clear appreciation of
the duties and discipline necessary in a military organisation'.
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A.105-A.112

Biographical

'R.A.F. correspondence’. Contents of Kent's folder so labelled divided into
eight for ease of reference: correspondence and papers 1943-46.

Charts and plastic measuring cards for photo-interpretation; 'Hydrogenation
practice in Germany', 4pp typescript; ‘The Fischer Tropsch Process', 2pp
typescript + diagram; typescript list of ‘Slides held by Section D of synthetic
oil plants'.

Travelling expenses 1943-45 and mess bill.

Papers re transfer to US Strategic Bombing Survey, 1944-45.

‘Extract from: "A review of the Air Offensive Against Axis Oil Supplies”
Combined Strategic Targets Committee, Working Committee (Oil)' report, 21
June 1945, with Kent's letter of 16 July commenting on the report; 'M.1.S.
[US Military Intelligence Service] Photo Interpretation’, note written by Kent
for use in compilation of official history of the Petroleum Section, 9pp
typescript, 12 September 1945; memo from Kent re Blechhammer South oil
production plant, 14 September 1945.

Correspondence and papers re visit to Japan with Bombing Survey, August -
December 1945. Includes 'Participation in U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey.
Oil and Chemicals Division' by Kent, 4pp typescript + list of sites visited;
‘Nagaski - 1945' by Kent, 2pp typescript account of visit to Nagasaki in
October 1945, 5 July 1946.

Humorous items: spoof 'Extract from: Special Survey of Axis Europe Oil
Production' meeting, 1 April 1944; spoof 'Functional analysis report' on
‘Henry M. Noel’; Thoughts on a Hot Afternoon', limericks, chiefly re
Japanese oil production, 'by Peter and Pat'.

Printed material on Axis oil production, 1942 and 1945.

List of photographs taken in USA and Japan, 4pp typescript; memorabilia.






























































































































































































































































































































































































