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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received for cataloguing from St John’s College, Cambridge in May 2002.

OUTLINE OF THE LIFE AND CAREER OF HAROLD JEFFREYS

Harold Jeffreys was born on 22 April 1891 at Fatfield, a colliery village in County Durham where his
father was headmaster of the village school. He received his school education at Fatfield and
Rutherford College, Newcastle, proceeding in 1907 to Armstrong College, Newcastle, the forerunner
of Newcastle University but then part of Durham University. Here he took courses in mathematics,
physics, chemistry and geology, graduating in June 1910 with first class marks and a distinction in
mathematics. Encouraged by his mathematics teacher C.M. Jessop he applied for a Cambridge
award and in December 1909 he was elected to an entrance scholarship at St John's College as one
of four mathematics scholars. Although there were financial difficulties and the problem of adjusting
to a standard of mathematics much harder than that of Armstrong College, his performance in the
third year of the Mathematical Tripos (1913) was a distinguished one. He was awarded one of the
two Hughes Prizes for undergraduates who had done best in the college in any subject, his college
scholarship was extended for a fourth year, and he began research.

Jeffreys was elected a fellow of St John's College in November 1914 and remained one for the rest of
his life. He held the Isaac Newton Studentship, 1914-1917, worked part-time at the Cavendish
Laboratory on war-time problems. 1915-1917, moving to the Meteorological Office in London in 1917
where he first employed his mathematical skills to ‘certain difficult questions in gunnery which came to
us from the services' and then to ‘problems of the atmosphere’. In 1922 he returned to Cambridge as

College lecturer in mathematics and was appointed to a university lectureship in 1926. He was

Reader in Geophysics in 1931 and Plumian Professor of Astronomy and Experimental Philosophy in
1946, retiring in 1958.

Jeffreys was one of the small international group of scientists who founded modern geophysics. He
applied classical mechanics to investigate the interior of the earth, showing that the core of the Earth
was liquid and that there is a substantial difference between the upper and lower mantle. His
analyses of travel times of seismic waves with K.E. Bullen became standards of reference.
Generations of students learned their geophysics from his book The Earth (first published 1924, sixth
edition 1976). Jeffreys was also distinguished as a statistician, developing a theory of probability on
Bayesian principles and in a form suitable for use in the physical sciences. His key books in statistics
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were Scientific Inference (1931) and Theory of Probability (1939). He also made significant
contributions early in his career in fluid dynamics and dynamical meteorology and, although primarily
an applied mathematician, in pure mathematics. His use and development of mathematical
techniques led him to write, jointly with his wife, Bertha Swirles Jeffreys, the treatise Methods of
Mathematical Physics (1946), which went through several editions. His first published paper (1910)
was on photography and his early interest in natural history is reflected in papers on plant ecology.

Amongst his professional affiliations were the Royal Astronomical Society where he was active in
supporting and developing geophysics over many years (President, 1955-1957), the British
Association for the Advancement of Science, the National Committee for Geodesy and Geophyics
(chairman of the Seismology SubCommittee), the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics
(President of the International Association of Seismology 1957-1960) and the International
Astronomical Union.

His scientific distinction was recognised by many honours. He was elected FRS in 1925 (Royal
Medal 1948, Copley Medal 1960; Bakerian Lecture, 1952); at the time of his death he was Senior
Fellow. Others scientific awards included the Gold Medal of the Royal Astronomical Society 1937, the
Vetlesen Prize of Columbia University 1962 and the Wollaston Medal of the Geological Society 1964.
He was made a knight bachelor in 1953

He married Bertha Swirles in 1940. She was a student at Girton College, Cambridge where she took
a Ph.D in atomic physics under the supervision of R.H. Fowler and D.R. Hartree. After periods at
Manchester, Bristol and Imperial College London she returned to Girton in 1938 as Fellow and
Lecturer in Mathematics. She was Director of Studies in Mathematics, 1949-1969 and Vice-Mistress,
1966-1969. Her great support for Jeffreys, especially in his last decades, is very evident in his
archives. Her role in preserving and identifying materials is acknowledged below.

Jeffreys died on 18 March 1989.

For a fuller account of Jeffreys’s life and work see the memoir by Sir Alan Cook for the Royal Society,

Biographical memoirs of Fellows of the Royal Society, vol 36 (1990), 303-333.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The material is presented in the order given in the list of contents. Although the papers date
predominantly from the decades after Jeffreys’s formal retirement there is significant earlier material,

especially papers of biographical interest and photographs. The papers cover the period 1886-1999.
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Section A, Biographical, includes obituaries and tributes, biographical notes by Jeffreys himself and
transcriptions of interviews conducted by colleagues (see also Section H). There is career, honours
and awards material spanning his whole life from birth certificate to his death including letters of
condolence received by Lady Jeffreys. There is significant early material, for example,
correspondence with St John’s College tutors, 1909-1910, Jeffreys's notes of lectures by H.F. Baker,
Ebenezer Cunningham and A.S. Eddington, 1911-1914, ‘Letters from Johnians 1917’, including
M.H.A. Newman, records of Jeffreys's period with the Meteorological Office, 1917-1922, including
copy of a reference from its director Sir Napier Shaw, and Jeffreys's memorandum on the constitution
of the Senate at Cambridge, 1921, addressed to the Royal Commission on the Universities of Oxford
and Cambridge. His appointment as Plumian Professor in 1946 and later honours, including 70th and
90th birthday celebrations, are documented. There is a little material relating to Jeffreys’s father,
1886-1947, and a sequence of family and personal correspondence, 1917-1992, which reflects his
continuing interest and connexions with the North East of England where he was born. Miscellaneous
biographical items include a sketch book, possibly dating from Jeffreys's school days, a few letters
relating to Jeffreys’s early interests in photography and botany, including a letter from William
Bateson, 1915, a collection of old railway tickets, Jeffreys's passports and a significant accumulation
of travel literature.

Section B, Research, is presented alphabetically by topic or container title from ‘Artificial Moon
Craters’ to ‘Variation of Latitude’ (with R.O. Vicente) and covers the period 1902-1996. The
documentation may comprise notebooks, manuscript working, data, drafts, correspondence and off-
prints. The earliest material is a group of nine small notebooks used by Jeffreys for natural history
notes, 1902-1915. There are also significant components relating to probability and statistics, and
seismology, especially the later work in collaboration with R.S. Sidhu, M. Gogna and M. Shimshoni.
Additionally, at the end of the alphabetical sequence, there is a small group of miscellaneous papers,
including manuscripts by C.G. Darwin, and drafts relating to theses supervised by Jeffreys: V.S.

Huzubazar in respect of statistics (1949) and E.P. Arnold in respect of the revision of seismological
tables (1965).

Section C, Lectures, covers the period 1945-1982 including a number of undated drafts. It is chiefly
the contents of two folders of ‘Occasional lectures’ and ‘Various addresses’. Topics include
probability theory, seismology, continental drift, Cambridge mathematics and the psychological
significance of death duties.

Section D, Publications, is the largest in the collection. Jeffreys’s major books are represented
including The Earth (1924), especially the sixth edition (1976), Methods of Mathematical Physics
(1946) (with Bertha Swirles Jeffreys) and the Collected Works (1971-1977) edited by Jeffreys and
Lady Jeffreys. There may be drafts, manuscript working, agreements and correspondence with
publishers, correspondence with colleagues, proofs, reviews and royalty statements. Lady Jeffreys
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may appear as a correspondent, especially in respect of the Collected Works. There is a separate
sequence of material relating to shorter publications which includes, in addition to a number of
Jeffreys’s scientific papers, his Royal Society memoir of Robert Stoneley and his obituaries of
Ebenezer Cunningham for St John’s College Cambridge and Nature. Also presented in this section is
a chronological sequence (not complete) of Jeffreys’s off-prints, 1910-1988.

Section E, Societies and organisations, is not extensive. Only five British and international bodies are
represented. Of considerable biographical interest are the correspondence and papers relating to the
founding in 1918 of the National Union of Scientific Workers (Association of Scientific Workers from
1927). Jeffreys was a member of the original executive committee. Also of some significance are
papers relating to the British National Committee for Geodesy and Geophysics, especially its
Seismology SubCommittee, 1956-1973.

Section F, Visits and conferences, is slight. It includes a little material for visits to the USA in 1950-
1951, 1964, 1967 and 1972 and Singapore and Japan in 1971. Best documented, though still very
sparsely, is the world trip which Jeffreys and Lady Jeffreys made in 1959 including New Zealand,
Australia, Singapore and India. There is a good photographic record of many visits in Section H.

Section G, Correspondence, is presented in a number of sequences: scientific correspondence
arranged alphabetically by correspondent and covering the period 1922-1995, a chronological
sequence of shorter correspondence, 1914-1995, and a small group of references and
recommendations, 1957-1984. There is significant correspondence and related material with
colleagues and collaborators such as R.A. Lyttleton and M. Shimshoni and individual items or brief
exchanges with major figures of an earlier generation such as A.S. Eddington and Ernest Rutherford.
Correspondence after Jeffreys's death in 1989 is with Lady Jeffreys who may also appear as a
correspondent before that date. Lady Jeffreys actively sort to assemble Jeffreys's correspondence
from a variety of sources including colleagues and their families. For example, Desmond King-Hele
passed to Lady Jeffreys his correspondence with Jeffreys, 1961-1989, and Dorothy Stoneley gave to
her Jeffreys’s letters to Robert Stoneley, including undated letters, probably from the 1920s and
1930s. Almost all the K.E. Bullen and R.A. Fisher correspondence with Jeffreys presented here is
photocopied material made available by academic archives in Australia, the Universities of Sydney
and Adelaide, respectively.

Section H, Non-textual material, is of major importance both for documenting in photographs
Jeffreys's life and career and his interest in photography which developed at an early age. There are
photographs of ‘Harold’s Youth’, portrait photographs, photographs at various award ceremonies and
with Lady Jeffreys, colleagues and friends and photographs taken on visits and at conferences.

Jeffreys's role as a photographer is represented, for example, by a number of photograph albums
made up of photographs taken by him in the first decades of the twentieth century. A wide variety of
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persons and places are depicted. Fellow scientists include F.C. Bartlett, Arthur Holmes, F.G.
Hopkins, R. Stoneley, G.I. Taylor and D.M. Wrinch and places include many in the North East of
England and in and around Cambridge including St John's College. An album is devoted to a visit to
Canada in 1924 in connexion with a British Association for the Advancement of Science meeting.
Jeffreys’'s later photography is represented by an extensive collection of transparencies, many
depicting the round the world tour made by Sir Harold and Lady Jeffreys in 1959. Additionally there
are recordings of Jeffreys in conversation with colleagues, a sound recording with G.A. Barnard and a
video recording with D.V. Lindley.

There is also an index of correspondents

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Lady Jeffreys retained her husband's papers at the family home, 160 Huntington Road, Cambridge
until her death on 18 December 1999. In the period following Sir Harold’s death (and probably for a
period before) she played an indispensable role in assembling and preserving papers and identifying
materials such as research notes, correspondence and photographs. This work has resulted in an
archive of Sir Harold of significantly enhanced value for the scholarly community and significantly
easier to process.

Lady Jeffreys’s own papers (currently in process as of May 2004) contain a sizeable component of
material relating to Sir Harold reflecting the many tributes, memorials, conferences in his honour and

the like which followed in the ten years after his death and with which Lady Jeffreys was very much

involved.

It is evident from the archival record that Lady Jeffreys took very seriously in relation to her husband’s
papers the establishment of a Contemporary Scientific Archives Centre in Oxford in 1973 (the
predecessor organisation of the NCUACS) and she was in regular contact with the NCUACS in the
decade following Sir Harold's death.

Peter Harper
Timothy E. Powell
Bath, 2004
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A.1-A14

Biographical, A.1-A.204

OBITUARIES AND TRIBUTES

List of obituaries compiled by Lady Jeffreys
The Times obituary, 23 March 1989

Independent obituary, 23 March 1989. By D.V. Lindley
and S.K. Runcorn

European Geophysical Society Newsletter, no.36, June
1989. By ‘PJB [Penny J. Barton] with thanks to RH
[Raymond Hide]'.

European Geophysical Society Newsletter, no.38, July
1990. Includes letter from Lady Jeffreys (pp25-26)
commenting on the obituary in no.36.

With related correspondence and papers.

Correspondence between Lady Jeffreys and R.W. Girdler
re contribution to University of Newcastle upon Tyne
Newsletter and the Vice-Chancellor's Report, September
1989

Includes draft obituary with corrections by Lady Jeffreys;
also photocopy of orator's address on the occasion of the
award of honorary degree to Jeffreys by the University of
Newcastle, 1960.

Typescript copy of ‘Memorial' written for The Leading
Edge, the magazine of the Society of Exploration
Geophysicists of America.

Sent to Lady Jeffreys by the author, S. Crampin,
September 1989.

Geophysical Journal, vol.155, pt 3, November 1989. By
A.G. Smith

1989-1993
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Biographical, A.1-A.204

IMS Bulletin, vol 18, no.3, 1989. By Arnold Zellner
Journal of Ecology, 1989. By John Sheail
J.R. Statist. Soc. A, 152, pt 3, 1989. By D.V. Lindley

Nature, 1989. By S.K. Runcorn

‘The world turned inside out', Geology, January 1990. By 1989-1990
E.G. Nisbet

Text as published with related correspondence between
Lady Jeffreys and Nisbet, June-July 1989.

Correspondence re obituary etc for London Mathematical
Society, January 1990

Eagle, publication of St John's College, Cambridge, 1990.
By Frank Smithies.

Text as published; manuscript and typescript notes by
Lady Jeffreys.

Earthquakes & Volcanoes, vol.22, no.2, publication of US
Department of the Interior, 1990. By Bruce A. Bolt

Photocopy of obituary which was reprinted in Earthquakes

& Volcanoes from the Bulletin of Seismological Society of
America.

Photocopy of tribute in Russian publication, 1991

‘Memorial to Sir Harold Jeffreys 1891-1989' by J.A. 1992-1993
Hudson and A.G. Smith. Published by the Geological
Society of America, 1993

Typescript draft, off-print and correspondence between
Hudson and Lady Jeffreys, 1992-1993.
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A.15-A.33

A.15-A.21

Biographical, A.1-A.204

‘Jeffreys and the Earth’ by B.A. Bolt. In Relating
Geophysical Structures and Processes: The Jeffreys
Volume, Geophysical Monograph 76, IUGG Volume 16,
1993

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL [1979]-1988,
n.d.

‘RS Dossier. RS Edinburgh Additions to Biography 1984, 1986, n.d.
Chronological list’

Contents of folder so labelled by Lady Jeffreys:

Photocopy of Royal Society Personal Record booklet with
manuscript additions and corrections

Found in envelope inscribed ‘Royal Society Dossier’

‘Personal Records of the Royal Society’

8pp photocopied manuscript.

Brief correspondence with Royal Society re personal
record

‘Personal Records of Fellows of the Royal Society of
Edinburgh’

11pp typescript with manuscript additions. Photocopy.

‘Possible additions to my biography’

6pp manuscript by Jeffreys

‘Possible addition to my biography. Copy of MS by Harold
Jeffreys'

5pp typescript. With final paragraph initialled by Lady
Jeffreys. Reduced format copy of the same with
manuscript addition by Lady Jeffreys.
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A.22-A.28

A.22

A.23-A.25

Biographical, A.1-A.204

4pp manuscript notes by Jeffreys beginning ‘Many people
have commented on the wide range of subjects treated in
my works’.

1p manuscript (photocopy) by Jeffreys beginning ‘Master,
Fellows and Ladies. This is an occasion for
reminiscences’ and headed ‘1984’

With manuscript note from the Librarian, St John's
College, Cambridge, 1 August 1984.

Chronological list of Jeffreys's publications prepared to
accompany Collected Papers, 1977 and continued to
1987

Interviews

Brief correspondence with G.A. Barnard and H.E. Daniels
re a ‘rather informal tape [recording]’, April-May 1982

Barnard explained: ‘Really, after the basic biographical
details, | hope you could sketch how your ideas on
scientific inference and statistics and probability theory
developed, with perhaps something of your agreements
and disagreements with Fisher, Haldane (perhaps), and
others’.

For a copy of the audiotape see H.204.

Correspondence and papers re videotape interview of
Jeffreys made on behalf of the Royal Statistical Society

Jeffreys was videotaped in conversation with D.V. Lindley,
25 August 1983.

3 folders.

Includes suggested questions in a letter from Lindley to
Jeffreys, 13 August 1983 (A.23), Jeffreys's list of
amendments to the transcription (A.24) and the
transcription with manuscript corrections (A.25).

For a copy of the videotape see H.205.

1982-1987

1982

1982-1987
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A.26-A.28

A.30-A.32

Biographical, A.1-A.204

Correspondence and papers re tape-recorded interview
on early work on meteorology

The interview was conducted by M.E. Mcintyre on behalf
of the Royal Meteorological Society in the presence of
Lady Jeffreys, 16 September 1984.

3 folders.

Early correspondence about an interview is with Raymond
Hide (A.26). Edited transcriptions are at A.27.

Entry for biographical directory

‘Contributions of Sir Harold Jeffreys to Theoretical
Geophysics’ by E.R. Lapwood, Math. Scientists, 1982, 7,
69-84

This was the text of an invited lecture to the 1980
Conference of the Division of Applied Mathematics of the
Australian Mathematics Society, Cowes, Victoria.

Off-print

Typescript draft sent to Lady Jeffreys for comment, 7 April
1980

7pp manuscript (photocopy) by Lapwood found attached
to the offprint at A.30

N.d. but concludes ‘Sir Harold is now 88 years of age, and
is still active in writing and research’.

‘Clearing up Mysteries - The Original Goal'. By E.T.
Jaynes

Photocopy of keynote paper at 8th international maximum
entropy workshop, St John’s College, Cambridge, August
1988.

Sent to Jeffreys and Lady Jeffreys by J. Skiling of St
John’s College, Cambridge, October 1988, ‘so that you

1984-1985

[1979]-1982

[1979]
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A.34-A117

A.36-A.65

A.36, A.37

Biographical, A.1-A.204

may read for yourselves Ed’s praise of Harold's work on
the fundamentals of scientific inference’. With reply from
Lady Jeffreys.

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

Birth certificate

Rutherford College Newcastle upon Tyne Practical
Physics notebook

Used for school practical physics experiments from 21
August 1906 to 18 April [1907].

Jeffreys was a pupil at Rutherford College between the
ages of 12 and 16 when he went to Armstrong College,
Newcastle, the forerunner of the present University of
Newcastle.

St John's College Cambridge

After completing his studies at Armstrong College
University of Durham he applied for a Cambridge award
and in December 1909 he was elected to a £60 entrance
scholarship at St John's College as one of four
mathematics scholars.

Elected to the Fellowship 1914 and remained one for the
rest of his life.

‘Burke-Fox Scott Heitland Correspondence with Tutors
1910’

Contents of folder so inscribed by Lady Jeffreys.

Photocopies of two letters of Jeffreys and one letter about
him from tutorial files

Jeffreys's letter of 5 November 1909 asks how much, if
any, of the Open Scholarship Examination he was
excused and details his previous scholarship and
examination success.

1891-1993

1906-1907

1909-1993

1909-1923

1909-1910
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Biographical, A.1-A.204

4 Letters to Jeffreys, 1 in original envelope 1913-1923

Letter from R.F. Scott, 24 June 1922, is an offer of a
temporary College appointment for two years from
Michaelmas 1922 ‘to assist in the mathematical teaching
of the College’.

A.38-A.54 ‘HJ’s lecture notes 1911-1914’ 1911-1914

Contents of box so labelled by Lady Jeffreys.

A.38-A.40 ‘Spherical Astronomy. Mr Cunningham Michaelmas 1911’

Contents of envelope so inscribed by Jeffreys divided into
three for ease of reference: manuscript notes.

Ebenezer Cunningham, 1881-1977, was a student at St
John’s and elected into a Fellowship in 1904. After
periods at Liverpool and University College London he
returned to St John's in 1911 at the invitation of H.F.
Baker.

For Jeffreys’s obituary writing in respect of Cunningham
see D.252-D.257.

For Baker see A.47-A.49.

‘Mr Eddington Combination of Observations & Spherical
Astronomy Michaelmas 1913’

Contents of envelope so inscribed by Jeffreys divided into
two for ease of reference: manuscript notes.

A.S. Eddington was appointed Plumian Professor of
Astronomy at Cambridge in 1913.

A.43-A.46 ‘Mr Herman Planetary & Lunar Theory Michaelmas 1913’

Contents of envelope so inscribed by Jeffreys divided into
four for ease of reference: manuscript notes.

A.47-A.49 ‘Prof. [H.F.] Baker Periodic Orbits etc Lent 1914’

Contents of folder inscribed by Jeffreys divided into three
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A.50-A.52

A.55, A.56

A.57-A.59

A.57

Biographical, A.1-A.204

for ease of reference: manuscript notes.

With additional inscription on envelope by Lady Jeffreys
August 1990 ‘H.F. Baker 1866-1956 January 1914
became Lowndean Professor of Astronomy & Geometry.
R.S. Biographical Memoirs 1956 vol.2 by W.V.D. Hodge.
P.52 “his first action as professor was to offer in addition
to the courses on pure mathematics which he had been
scheduled to give as a university lecturer, a course on
periodic orbits, thereby making it clear that he regarded
himself as professor both of astronomy and of geometry”
(BJ. August 1990)".

‘Prof. Eddington Determination of Orbits Lent 1914’
Contents of folder so inscribed divided into three for ease
of reference: manuscript notes.

‘Prof. Eddington Sidereal Astronomy May 1914’

Contents of envelope so inscribed by Jeffreys divided into
two for ease of reference: manuscript notes.

‘Letters from Johnians circa 1917°

Contents of folder so inscribed by Lady Jeffreys divided
into two for ease of reference.

Correspondents include E.W. Burn, B.W. Gilbert, C.B.
Rootham and T.H. Sharp (A.55), and M.H.A. Newman
(A.56).

1990 item (A.55) is note from College Archivist identifying
correspondent (Sharp).

Miscellaneous correspondence with Fellows and others

1930

1 letter only from Sir Henry F. Howard, Senior Bursar, re
Jeffreys's ‘note about “Digging” in Rowing'.

1916-1917,
1990

1930, 1972-
1989




H. Jeffreys
NCUACS 133/6/04

Biographical, A.1-A.204

1972-1979

Includes correspondence re ‘the Hermes in Whewell's
Court’, Trinity College Cambridge.

1980-1989
Includes letter from the Vice-Chancellor, University of
Cambridge, 28 April 1987, congratulating Jeffreys on

surpassing ‘the previous record for the longest continuous
tenure of a Fellowship at either Oxford or Cambridge’ .

A.60-A.63 Concert programmes 1927-1980

Programmes of the St John's College Musical Society and
of other musical events associated with the College.

4 folders.

Menu card for ‘Dinner to the Commonwealth Universities
Congress’, 16 July 1953

Photocopy of photograph of ‘Mathematicians of St John's.
1913’

With manuscript note by Lady Jeffreys ‘Given to me by
Margaret Gilbert BJ 22/05/93’

Smith’s Prize, Cambridge University

1 letter of congratulations only.

D.Sc. University of Durham 1917 1916-1917

2 letters and certificate

Meteorological Office 1917-1925,
1990
2 folders.
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A.70-A.80

Biographical, A.1-A.204

At A.68 a copy of a reference from Sir Napier Shaw, 19
December 1921, in support of application by Jeffreys for
professorship of Mathematics at King’'s College London,
explains Jeffreys's association with the Meteorological
Office:

‘Dr Jeffreys joined the staff of the Meteorological Office in
the later years of the war on my recommendation in order
that he might help in dealing with certain difficult questions
in gunnery which came to us from the Services and which
involved the solution of difficult mathematical problems.
He was retained after the armistice in virtue of his capacity
for dealing with the application of mathematics to
problems of the atmosphere’.

Jeffreys went to the Meteorological Office in 1917 and
returned to Cambridge in 1922 as College lecturer in
mathematics.

1990 item (A.69) is letter from the Librarian, National
Meteorological Library to Lady Jeffreys.

University of Cambridge

In addition to Jeffreys's association with St John's College
he was appointed to a university lectureship in 1926. He
was Reader in Geophysics from 1931 and was elected to
the Plumian Professorship of Astronomy and Experimental
Philosophy in 19486, retiring in 1959.

Memorandum on the Constitution of the Senate at
Cambridge addressed to the Royal Commission on the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge

Three typescript copies, one unsigned, one signed ‘W.G.
Palmer’ and one signed ‘F. [word unidentified] White’, with
two letters from Horace Darwin to Jeffreys, about ‘your
memo.’, the first with a separate sheet of criticisms,
November 1921,

The papers were found clipped together with a
compliments slip from D.G. Crighton to whom Lady
Jeffreys had shown the memorandum in 1993.

1 letter only re gift from Jeffreys to the university library

1921-1993

1921, 1993
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A72-A.78

Biographical, A.1-A.204

Letter from Vice-Chancellor confirming election to the
Plumian Chair, letters of congratulation, etc.

7 folders.
Unindexed.

The letters of congratulation are presented in alphabetical
order with first names and unidentified at A.77. At A.78
are typescript notes re Thomas Plume who endowed the
Chair and Maldon, Essex, his birthplace, printed booklet re
the history of Maldon by F.H. Laws, the Plume Librarian,
Maldon and letter from Laws, 12 March 1953.

A letter from ‘Martin’ [Sir Martin Rees] to Lady Jeffreys, 4
January 1992, is at A.72.

‘Various correspondence about Math. & Nat. Sci. Tripos’
Contents of folder so inscribed by Lady Jeffreys divided
into two for ease of reference: correspondence and
papers.

Jeffreys’s correspondents include N.F. Mott,

Manuscript and typescript drafts of Jeffreys's

‘Memorandum on the reorganisation of the Tripos’ are at
A.80.

Royal Astronomical Society Gold Medallist

Journal of the British Astronomical Association, vol. 48,
no.4, February 1937.

See frontispiece for photograph of Jeffreys as RAS Gold
Medallist and pp158-160 for an account of Jeffreys and
his work.

Geological Society of America Correspondent

Notice of election as Correspondent.

Honorary degree, University of Liverpool

Orations booklet

1946-1992
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Biographical, A.1-A.204

Honorary degree, Trinity College Dublin
Official documentation, press-cutting, etc.

See also H.31.

Royal Society Copley Medallist

Bound certificate

Honorary degree, Newcastle Division of the University of
Durham 1960

1 letter only from the Registrar, University of Newcastle
upon Tyne, 2 June 1980, re the honorary degree awarded
in 1960. See also A.4.

70th birthday

‘The Earth Today A collection of papers dedicated to Sir
Harold Jeffreys by some of his students and colleagues on
the occasion of his 70th birthday’. Geophysical Journal,
vol 4, 1961.

Copy presented to Jeffreys at St John's College
Cambridge, 24 May 1961. Enclosed loose at front is
signed meu.

Geological Society of London Wollaston Medallist

Proceedings of the Geological Society of London, 7
August 1964, including presentation of the Wollaston
Medal to Lady Jeffreys who received it on behalf of Sir
Harold; typescript draft of message from Sir Harold read
by Lady Jeffreys.

Honorary degree, Southern Methodist University, Dallas,
Texas

Bound certificate.

See H.37.
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A.90-A.109A

A.90

A.91-A.107

Biographical, A.1-A.204

Seismological Society of America Medallist

Correspondence, citation, photographs etc.

The medal was presented to Jeffreys in Cambridge

90th birthday

Letters kept together with treasury tag
With Lady Jeffreys's list headed ‘90th birthday’.

Unindexed.

Alphabetical sequence of greetings cards, etc
Unindexed.

17 folders.
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A.102-A.107

Biographical, A.1-A.204

First names only

6 folders.

Bound copy of paper by A. Marussi presented in
celebration of Jeffreys's 90th birthday

Letter and postcard are enclosed loose at the front of the
bound volume.

Bound presentation document from the Schmidt Institute
of Physics of the Earth, Moscow, USSR, congratulating
Jeffreys on his birthday

With signatures of Russian colleagues.

Loose items enclosed at the front include English
translation of the document.

Geophysical Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society
volume 64, number 1 January 1981

Presented to Jeffreys on his 90th birthday by the Royal
Astronomical Society.

Enclosed loose at front is signed menu.
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Biographical, A.1-A.204

60th Anniversary of Election to Fellowship of the Royal
Society

Letter of congratulations from the President of the Royal
Society with Jeffreys's reply.

A111-A117 Death of Jeffreys

Jeffreys died on 18 March 1989 in his 98th year.

Funeral

Press-cuttings; list of mourners

A.112-A.115 Letters of condolence
In alphabetical order. Unindexed.

4 folders.

A-C

Announcement of Jeffreys’s death in Royal Society News,
May 1989

Jeffreys was Senior Fellow of the Society.

Miscellaneous correspondence re Jeffreys's death
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A.118-A.127

Biographical, A.1-A.204

CERTIFICATES

Rolls with the exception of the list at A.119 which was
found with the certificates.

With the exception of A.127 all relate to early examination
and scholarship success.

College of Preceptors Lower Forms Examination
‘Midsummer 1903’

Lists subjects passed.

County Council of Durham Minor Scholarships’
Examination 1903 List of Results

Jeffreys was listed under Scholarships awarded to boys
and was placed first on the list.

University of Durham Junior Local Examination July 1905

Lists subjects passed.

University of Durham Senior Local Examination July 1906

Lists subjects passed.

University of Durham Senior Local Examination July 1907

Lists subjects passed.

University of London certificate that Jeffreys had
matriculated as a Student at the June 1907 examination
and was placed in the First Division in the specified
subjects

Board of Education certificate that Jeffreys obtained a
Second Class in Honours at the examination in

1903-1944
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A.128-A.153

A.128-A.131

Biographical, A.1-A.204

Mathematics Division | in the year 1908

University of London certificate that Jeffreys had passed
as an External Student the Immediate Examination in the
Faculty of Science in the year 1909

University of Durham certificate that Jeffreys, having
complied with all the conditions required by the University,
had been admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Science
September 1910.

American Geophysical Union Certificate of Corresponding
Membership, 18 May 1944

In tube.

FAMILY AND PERSONAL 1886-1992

Robert Hall Jeffreys (father) 1886-1947

See also A.137.

Diocese of Newcastle pupil teacher's certificate in
religious subjects

United Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons of England certificate

Supreme Grand and Royal Chapter of Royal Arch Masons
of England certificate

Certified copy of an entry of death
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A.132-A.146

A.132-A.135

Biographical, A.1-A.204

Family and personal correspondence

The sequence reflects Jeffreys’s continuing interest and
connexions with the North East of England where he was
born.

Unindexed.

‘Invitations etc. Acknowledgements of photographs’

Contents of folder so inscribed by Lady Jeffreys divided
into four for ease of reference.

Letter and postcard from D.M. Wrinch at A.132; letter from
Bertha Swirles at A.134.

2 postcards, 1927, 1933, and related photocopies with
note by Lady Jeffreys, 19 November 1992

1948, n.d.

Correspondence arising from the death of Jeffreys's father
the previous year.

Folder also includes undated postcard from Jeffreys'’s
father.

1955

Manuscript letter from Jeffreys attached to typescript
account of the story of the Lambton Worm and manuscript
note by Jeffreys on the Drummonds of Fatfield [Co.
Durham] where he was born.

1969

Christmas card from Nancy and Ralph [Lapwood] to
Harold and Bertha ‘who not only explored the Solar
System before the Astronauts but also penetrated the
interior of the Earth before the Mohole’; and enquiry about
the history of Fatfield and Washington, Co. Durham.

1917-1992

1917-1927, n.d.

1927, 1933,
1992
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A.147-A.153

A.147-A151

Biographical, A.1-A.204

1972-1973

1975-1977

1980-1985
Includes birthday card from Nancy and Ralph [Lapwood]

1983 and birthday card from Nancy 1985, incorporating
photograph of Ralph Lapwood in China the previous year.

‘Letters from W.A. Dawson 1980-7"
Contents of envelope so inscribed by Lady Jeffreys.
A biographical note by Lady Jeffreys, 30 November 1990,

explains the close connexion between Dawson and
Jeffreys’s family.

N.d.

Postcards

A number may relate to Jeffreys’s scientific career.

‘Various postcards sent to H.J. circa 1920’

Contents of envelope so inscribed by Lady Jeffreys
divided into five for ease of reference.

9 postcards and greetings cards sent by colleagues in the
USSR

1980-1990

1910-1959

1915-1934, n.d.

1959, n.d.
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A.154-A.169

A.154-A.156

A.158-A.161

Biographical, A.1-A.204

Contents of envelope addressed to ‘Sir and Mrs Harold
Jeffreys'.

2 postcards dated in 1959.

Miscellaneous postcards 1910-1947

12 postcards

FINANCES 1920s-1990

Correspondence and papers re superannuation and
pension, housing, insurance, investments, gifts and
donations, taxation, etc

1920s

3 folders.

Includes papers re superannuation agreements,

1930s

Insurance and pension scheme.

1940s
4 folders.
Includes papers re the hire of Thatched Cottage, Clement

Place, Cambridge, 1940 and the purchase of 160
Huntingdon Road, Cambridge, 1945.

1950s

Includes miscellaneous invoices and receipts.
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A.166-A.169

A.170-A.204

Biographical, A.1-A.204

1974-1990

Includes copy of Jeffreys’s will dated 27 February 1974.

N.d.

Includes Jeffreys’s [US] Social Security Account Card.

Lloyds Bank Ltd Birtley [Co. Durham] pass book.

In use 1912-1927.

4 used Lloyds Bank Ltd cheque books

MISCELLANEOUS BIOGRAPHICAL ITEMS

Small format sketch book with humorous drawings and
captions

? from Jeffreys school days.

‘Latin’ is inscribed on a sketch book edge.

4 letters re Jeffreys’s interest in photography, 1910, 1911,
and 1924 (2 letters)

2 used card ‘targets’
One inscribed with Jeffreys's name and score, the second

headed ‘25 yds=200 2nd. Class Miniature Target,
Musketry Course, 1914'.

‘Botanical’

Contents of folder so inscribed by Lady Jeffreys:
correspondence, 1915, 1917, 1937.

1930s-1950s

N.d., 1910-1990

1910-1924

1915-1937














































































































































































































































































































































