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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The present Supplement follows the sequence and organisation of the first catalogue of Hodgkin's
papers, which laid special emphasis on her scientific and public work and was completed in 1994,

shortly before her death (ref: NCUACS 47/3/94). At that time, many personal and family papers

remained in family hands and were transferred on a temporary basis to the Bodleian Library Oxford
for the use of Georgina Ferry whose biography, Dorothy Hodgkin. A Life was published by Granta
Books, London in 1998. These are the papers which are presented in this Supplement.

In addition, Georgina Ferry has made available the following items: the typescript of the projected
(incomplete) biography of Hodgkin by Francis Pagan (A.5); Elisabeth Crowfoot’s ‘Archaeological
Biography’ of her mother (A.99); the correspondence and material relating to research on vitamin B12
which had been passed to her by K.N. Trueblood (H.27-H.33).

PRESENTATION

The publication of the first catalogue in 1994 has been followed not only by Ferry’s biography but by
the Memoir written by G.G. Dodson for the Royal Society (Biographical Memoirs of Fellows of the
Royal Society, vol 48, 2002).

The numbered notes and references in Ferry’s text document her use of the uncatalogued as well as
the catalogued papers and her private interviews and research. References to such material in the
present catalogue are given in the form (Ferry p...).

The Memoir by Dodson includes a bibliography which presents Hodgkin's writings thematically.
Because of its official standing as published by the Royal Society it supersedes the chronological
listing given in Volume I1l of the 1994 catalogue and has been used here in the form (Bibliography...).

Although the distinction between scientific and personal papers has validity, it is far from absolute,
and while it is true that the family and personal correspondence constitutes the main contribution of
the present collection, there is additional material from all aspects of Hodgkin's life and work and
considerable overlap with the 1994 catalogue. These references are given in the form (Hodgkin...item
number).
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The material is presented as shown in the List of Contents. Additional explanatory notes, information
and cross-references are appended where appropriate to the separate sections, sub-sections and
individual entries in the body of the catalogue. The following paragraphs are intended only to draw
attention to items of particular interest.

Section A, Biographical and personal, is by far the most substantial, containing much new material
relating to Hodgkin, her family and friends. Among the ‘Juvenilia’ at A.12-A.19 are notebooks and
diaries, some home-made, recording her earliest work at home 1919-1924, including history, poems,

nature study with her own illustrations, and chemistry. Her intellectual brilliance was acknowledged by

her election as Fellow of the Chemical Society in 1922 at the age of twenty-one (A.33), and continued
steadily with world-wide honours and awards; a celebratory volume for her 80th birthday in 1990
(A.33) testifies to the esteem and affection she inspired. The draft biography by F. Pagan, which takes
the story to 1939, is also of interest (A.5).

The family correspondence at A.97-A.224 documents the attainments and activities of three
generations: Hodgkin's parents John and Molly Crowfoot; herself, her sisters and her husband; and
her children. Hodgkin’s mother was a gifted and energetic woman (A.99-A.118 and introductory note).
Her daughter Prudence Elisabeth (‘Liz') followed family tradition in making a career in Africa from
which she wrote regularly (A.139-A.153 and note). By far the largest component, however, is
Hodgkin's almost daily correspondence with her beloved husband Thomas, whom she met and
married in 1937. This famous record of a great love as well as a personal and family account is
presented with a fuller introduction at A.156-A.207). Interestingly, here as in her correspondence with
her previous mentor J.D. Bernal (see Section B), part of Hodgkin’s mind remained in thrall to her
research and she could move disconcertingly from an emotional level to practical laboratory affairs.

The tradition of regular letter-writing, in a pre-electronic age, combined with open- heartedness and
shared humanitarian and political concerns, links family members and also some of Hodgkin’s closest
friends such as Margery Fry (A.235, A.236), Betty Murray (A.238-A.241) and - in a somewhat different
key - the flamboyant Somerville Fellow Enid Starkie (A.246).

Section B, Research, while considerably less exhaustive than that previously catalogued, provides
some useful complementary material, such as Hodgkin’s undergraduate notebooks, the work for her
Oxford Part |l thesis later published (B.15), her Cambridge doctoral thesis (B.29) and her earliest work
on insulin (B.30, B.31).

Correspondence and papers relating to J.D.Bernal (B.42-B.52) are of scientific and personal interest,
and this continues in Section D, Publications and lectures. In addition to Hodgkin's drafts for her
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writings on Bernal, there is a copy (D.9) of his dissertation ‘The analytic theory of point systems’,

written as an undergraduate at Cambridge 1922-1923 entirely in his own time and for his own interest.
It was never published but struck W.H. Bragg as so remarkable that he offered Bernal a post at the
Royal Institution on the strength, it is said, of a glance at the first page.

Section E, Societies and organisations, is short, but includes new material on the Children’s Medical
Charity based at Westminster Hospital, and on L'Institut de la Vie.

Section F, Visits and conferences, is also short. It deals with visits in Hodgkin's later years, several of
which are additional to those in the previous catalogue.

Section G, Peace and humanitarian interests, contains some additional material on Birzeit University
in Palestine, and also on several international conferences on peace and disarmament which Hodgkin
attended in her later years. there is also the Judgment of the Nuclear Warfare Tribunal of which she
was a member (G.8).

Section H, Correspondence, presents an alphabetical sequence of Hodgkin's scientific
correspondents, including Hongying Liao, M.F. Perutz, D.P. Riley, C.H. Waddington and D. Wrinch.
Of special interest is the sequence of letters and data documenting the research on vitamin B12 by
K.N.T. Trueblood in Los Angeles in collaboration with Hodgkin's team at Oxford (H.27-H.33). This
material, kindly passed on by G. Ferry, usefully complements the detailed entries of the previous
catalogue.

Section J, Non-text material, includes some interesting photographs of a 1924 trip to Egypt and the
Sudan, drawings of mosaics and tesserae relating to archaeological finds by Hodgkin's parents, and
glass plates of early research on insulin 1935-1936.
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Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL

Autobiographical writings
4pp corrected pencil draft describing Hodgkin'’s first visit to
the USSR in 1953.

She wrote about this visit at greater length elsewhere
(Hodgkin A.12, F.7; Ferry pp.267-271).

‘Dorothy Hodgkin - Early Education’.

3pp manuscript draft, probably for article in ‘L'Umile
Pianta’ 1985 (Hodgkin A.11).

‘A life in science’.

17pp typescript draft with a few manuscript corrections,
taking Hodgkin's life up to 1977.

2pp manuscript (incomplete) of work in X-ray
crystallography.

Notes of publications, D.Phil. and B.Sc. theses supervised
1942-1975.

Biography

‘Life of Dorothy Hodgkin’

Typescript draft of a proposed full-length biography by
Francis Pagan, a long-term acquaintance at Beccles, later
a publisher. The work continues to 1939, when Hodgkin
suggested it should await her own autobiographical
account (never completed). (Ferry p.392; Hodgkin A.168).

Received by courtesy of G. Ferry, October 2002.

Letters from Pagan about the project and its progress.

1947-1994

ca 1953, 71985,
n.d.

ca 1953

1978-1980s

1980s

1978-1982




D.M.C. Hodgkin
NCUACS 135/8/04

A.12-A.57

A.12-A22

A12-A14

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Articles and interviews 1947-1994

Correspondence, drafts, information.

1947-1983.

1984-1994.

Includes address given by M.F. Perutz at Hodgkin's
Memorial Service.

Undated.

Correspondence on film and television appearances. 1978-1981

Requests for information

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS ca 1918-1994

Early notes and juvenilia ca 1918-1931
Three hand-made notebooks, with illustrations and maps, ca 1919
on English history.

Made during the short period when Molly Crowfoot was
teaching her children herself at Nettieham near Lincoln.
(Ferry pp.17-18).

‘Early Times’

‘The coming of the Saxons, the Danes and the Normans’.

‘From Henry Il to Edward IV
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Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Small red leather covered book, mainly containing hymns
and pious poems in the hands of John and Molly
Crowfoot.

Some poems in Hodgkin’s hand are included: ‘The
Rooks’, signed ‘D.M. Crowfoot Jan 17th 1920 Nettleham
Hall' and ‘A Wonderful Voyage' with a later manuscript
note ‘written by D. Crowfoot aged 11-13. N.B. When |
wrote this | had not read “Ancient Mariner”’.

Also included on a loose page is a poem ‘To Betty'.

‘Nature Diary’, small notebook with brown paper cover,
n.d., perhaps 1920

Entries run 10 June-12 August (no year), with water-
colour illustrations of birds, flowers etc. Entry for 17 July
refers to her mother dyeing fabrics.

‘Nature Note Book P.N.E.U. [Parents National Education
Union]'.

Hodgkin attended a P.N.E.U. school at Burgess Hill,
Sussex, 1918, and the book (descriptions of wild flowers
with water-colour illustrations) may have been started
then; several drawings are dated 1922.

Small dark green ‘Chemistry Notebook of experiments
done at home. Dorothy M. Crowfoot'.

Both ends of book used.
Notes on Borax beeds (sic) and other experiments one

dated 1924, perhaps dating from work to amuse her
sisters when in quarantine for mumps (Ferry pp.28-29).

Small red and green notebook ‘Joan Crowfoot. Science
Chemistry’, also on ‘Borax beads’.

Various experiments ticked, one marked 7w%/10 (?by
Dorothy), from same period as A.18.

?71918-1922
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A.20-A.22

A.25-A.33

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Three notebooks of Diana (‘Dilly’) Crowfoot, from
Farmhouse School, Wendover, Buckinghamshire.

The school was run by Isabel Fry, sister of Margery, who
encouraged Molly Crowfoot about Dorothy’s entrance to
Somerville College Oxford. (Ferry p.33).

‘Form IVa Farm notes’

‘Form VI Farm notes’

No title. Pasted in press-cuttings on agricultural topics.

Sir John Leman School, Beccles

Hodgkin entered the school in 1921 aged 11. She
remained there until she entered Somerville College in
1928 and retained contact with it thereafter. Hodgkin
A.215.

Miscellaneous material

Material includes: school report 1925 (Chemistry ‘Good on
the whole’ Ferry p.31), Joan Crowfoot's school report
1925, timetable and set of question papers, some
annotated, for Hodgkin’s School Certificate Examination
(Hodgkin took the examination in July 1926 with success,
Ferry p.32. See also J.17).

Later material
Includes later letters from C. Deeley, Hodgkin's chemistry

teacher, and from other old school friends, miscellaneous
material on school events 1963-1983.

Somerville College, Oxford

Hodgkin went up to Somerville in October 1928, with an
allowance from her aunt Dolly of £200 a year. She read

ca 1928-1931

1925-1926,
1963-1983

1925-1926

1963-1983

1928-1992
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Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

for the B.A. Honours Degree in Chemistry and was able to
specialise in X-ray crystallography for her ‘Part II' thesis
under the supervision of H.M. Powell. After an important
period in Cambridge 1932-1934 with J.D. Bernal, she
accepted the offer of a Fellowship at Somerville and
remained at Oxford until retirement.

Before taking up residence at Oxford in1928, however,
Hodgkin had spent the summer months with her parents
on an archaeological expedition at Jerash in Jordan. She
undertook the task of recording the mosaic designs of the
excavated church pavements, which she completed,
along with tesserae from later excavations (Ferry pp.36-
40, 52-54) during her undergraduate days. This
contribution to archaeological research at an early age is
recorded at A.25. See also J.18-J.20.

Letter from the President, Yale University, thanking
Hodgkin for her work on mosaics, 3 July.

Miscellaneous items.

Includes note re Hodgkin’s donation to the Girls’ Club
Rotherhithe (Ferry p.58), tour brochure for Ober-
Ammergau Passion Play (Ferry p.58), letter to parents on
work on tesserae 1930 (Ferry pp.52-54), letters of
congratulation on First Class Honours (Ferry p.74).

Correspondence from A.F. Joseph (‘Uncle Joseph’) on
plans for future research and Hodgkin’s visit to Heidelberg
summer 1931.

Also included is a later (1933) letter about ‘your celestial
friend’ (Hongying Liao q.v.) and undated, unsigned letter
on possible research at Uppsala (Ferry pp.62-63).

Miscellaneous correspondence relating to Hodgkin’s visit
to Heidelberg in 1931.

References for Hodgkin's application for post of
Demonstrator in Chemistry, Bedford College London

Hodgkin applied (unsuccessfully) for the post while
completing her Part |l thesis and before her move to
Cambridge was decided (Ferry pp.70-72).

1929-1932

1931, 1933
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A.36-A.57

A.36

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Material relating to Oxford University Junior Scientific
Club.

Accounts, subscriptions, correspondence with college
secretaries efc.

Hodgkin was Treasurer, Trinity Term 1932.

Manuscript notes on candidates for Oxford entrance.

Miscellaneous items on Somerville affairs, events,
buildings, appeals, etc.

Election as Fellow of the Chemical Society, February
1932, and a later letter on the award of the Longstaff
Medal 1983.

See also E.31-E.33 and Hodgkin E.63-E.67.

Cambridge 1932 and later

Miscellaneous correspondence.

On career (Ferry p.75), houses and lodgings (Ferry p.83),
award of the Muriel Onslow Prize of 25 guineas,
Newnham College 1939.

Miscellaneous items.

Later career, honours and awards

Marriage to Thomas Hodgkin, 16 December.

Notice, letters and telegrams of congratulation on
engagement and wedding.

Letters of congratulation

Congratulations 1955 (B12) and 1956 (Royal Medal).

1934-1992

1932, 1983

1932-1939

1932-1939

1937-1994

1937

1955-1956
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A.39-A.41

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Also letter suggesting Hodgkin should allow her name to
go forward for the Chair of Chemistry, Westfield College
London (no reply).

Correspondence on possible chair at Leeds University.
Hodgkin was actively considering this but declined when
offered the first Wolfson Royal Society Research
Professorship (Hodgkin A.68, A.69; Ferry pp.283-285).

Included here is a letter at the closure of Hodgkin's
Extraordinary Fellowship at Wolfson College, 1982.

Nobel Prize for Chemistry
(Hodgkin A.73-A.91; Ferry ch.8).
Presentation  speeches, programme of special

performance of Ghanaian dances given in Ghana to
celebrate the prize.

Information, programme etc of 75th Anniversary
Conference.

Hodgkin lectured on ‘The structures of insulin’.

Miscellaneous later material.

Declarations on disarmament, invitations to meetings and
visits (especially 1983).

Various career and honours

Includes Honorary D.Sc. Harvard University 1968
(Hodgkin A.108).

Congratulations on insulin structure.

Honorary D.Sc., Brown University.

1960, 1982

1964-1983

various dates

1966-1968
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Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

School speech days and prize-givings

Various career and honours.
1974 Honorary D.Sc. Yale University; 1976 Honorary

D.Sc. Modena University; Foreign Membership USSR
Academy of Sciences; Honorary D.Sc. Amherst.

Honorary Fellowship, Royal Society of Medicine.

Correspondence.

Honorary D.Sc, Open University 1979

Correspondence.

Honorary President, World Cultural Council.

Austrian Academy of Sciences: Election as Corresponding
Member 1982, Honour Award for Science and Arts 1983.

Correspondence on awards, travel to Vienna for the
ceremony, later correspondence on meetings, in particular
the Centenary celebrations 1988 (Hodgkin A.145).

Lomonosov Gold Medal of the USSR Academy of
Sciences

Letters of congratulation (Hodgkin A.144).

Onassis Prize

Information, ‘Laudatio’ to Pugwash, Hodgkin's speech of
acceptance.

The Prize was awarded to Hodgkin on behalf of the
Pugwash Conferences, and accepted by her in Athens, 15
June.

1972-1974

1974, 1976

1978-1979

1982-1988
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A.58-A.96

A.58-A.67

A58

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Election as a Kentucky Colonel.

80th birthday

Recollections and greetings from UK and overseas
friends, colleagues, pupils etc.

Bound volume of letters, cards, telegrams, printout,
diagrams and drawings. With a little loose material.

Hodgkin celebrated her birthday at Crab Mill on Sunday
13 May 1990.

Greetings (from Insulin Group).

Letter on the naming of a minor planet in the solar system
in Hodgkin's honour.

lliness and last days.

MISCELLANEOUS BIOGRAPHICAL ITEMS

Diaries

Small diary bought in Florence, entries run 1 January-9
May 1923.

Hodgkin spent this period with her maternal grandmother
and aunt at their Villa Lincolnia, San Remo. Her mother
arrived from Khartoum on 16 April and they returned to
London via Paris on 24 April. Hodgkin records her First
Communion on Easter Day, 1 April (Ferry p.21). See J.12.

Collins pocket diary.

Few entries, mainly by Luke Hodgkin.

1922-1994, n.d.

1923-1989

1923
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Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

University of Bristol diary. 1972-1973

Few entries.

Small black diary.

Miscellaneous scientific and personal entries, pehaps
used over a period.

Desk diary.

Small pocket diary.

Small pocket diary.

Oxford University diary. 1985-1986

Black diary

Oxford University diary. 1988-1989

A.68-A.71 Passports 1970-1990

A.68 Passport issued 1970.

Passport issued 1977.

Passport issued 1984.

Passport issued 1990.
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A.7T2-A.76

A.72

A.74-A.76

A.77, A.78

AT7

A.79-A.86

A.79

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Other

Miscellaneous membership and other cards

Small pocket-book size New Testament, from Hodgkin's
aunt Violet Holdsworth.

Three journals kept by Dorothy Hood (‘Aunt Dolly)
recording their car journeys from ltaly to London.

‘Motor Tour San Remo-London and back 1922'.

‘San Remo to London 1924,

‘San Remo to London 1925'.

Houses

Brief correspondence on flats and houses occupied by the
Hodgkin family.

Include Bradmore Road; Powder Hill House, Boars Hill; 94

Woodstock Road (including note of burglary in which
Hodgkin’s Royal Medal was stolen); Crab Mill limington.

Memorabilia.

Children’s drawings, poems, cartoons, sketches for plays
at Powder Hill and limington.

Money

Bank book.

1922-1925, n.d.

N.d.

1922-1925

1927-1986, n.d.

1928-1930
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A.88, A.89

A.88

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Cash book ‘Michaelmas 1929'.

Some later notes.

Hodgkin's draft will.

Gifts and loans to family and friends.

Miscellaneous gifts, subscriptions, begging letters.

Miscellaneous bank statements, income tax coding,
college battels, university pension, travel, investments etc.

Correspondence and papers on estate of J.W. Crowfoot
(Hodgkin’s father).

Correspondence and papers on estate of G.M. Crowfoot
(Hodgkin's mother) 1957-1958.

Also includes letter re legacy from Mrs G.M. Hood 1960.

Health

Manuscript note of onset and progress of rheumatoid
arthritis 1934-1945; prescriptions, doctors’ appointments
1932-1962. (Hodgkin A.204).

Archives and models

Correspondence re Hodgkin's manuscripts.

(Hodgkin A.196).

1931-1986

1927-1960

1957-1958,

1960

1932-1962

1978-1984, n.d.

1980 and n.d.
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A.90-A.92

A.90

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Correspondence on drawings and models.

(Hodgkin A.198).

Personal

Poems.
Includes poem by Thomas ‘Looking back over four years’
(1941), poem for Thomas’'s Victory Party (1945),

Ghanaian poem for Hodgkin's Nobel Prize 1964, and
others.

Christmas and New Year greetings cards, with messages
by Hodgkin,

Apparently not sent.

A pattern for a ‘monkey suit’ made by Hodgkin for Pamela

Wrinch Nicholson (daughter of Dorothy Wrinch q.v.), with
a letter.

Photographs and portraits

Miscellaneous shorter correspondence (Hodgkin A.205-
A.209).

Autographs

Requests for autographs, signed photographs, etc.
(Hodgkin A.199-A.201).

Social invitations

Invitations and occasions (Hodgkin A.212-A.220).

1978-1984 and
n.d.

1941-1964 and
n.d.

1941-1964, n.d.

1960-1987

1951-1994
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A.97-A.224

A.97, A.98

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Press-cuttings

Press cuttings, articles etc (Hodgkin A.221, A.222).

FAMILY CORRESPONDENCE

The material is presented in alphabetical order, with a
note of the family relationship when this is known.

Elisabeth Grace Crowfoot

Elisabeth Grace, addressed as Liz, more usually as Betty,
was born in 1914, the third of the Crowfoot daughters.
She trained for the stage at the Central School of Drama,
London, and acted at the Alexandra Theatre Birmingham,
Festival Theatre Cambridge and the Maddermarket
Theatre Norwich. Later she lived at Geldeston with her
parents, and after their death at Riverview (in Geldeston).

Letters to Thomas
Not all dated.
1939 (coming of war), 1952-1953 (some asking Thomas’s

advice on a novel or play she was writing, set in
Palestine).

Letters.

Very few dated.

Early letters from Alexandra Theatre describe bombing
raids on Birmingham and damage. Letters 1969 and 1970
describe visits to Katie and Jimmy Collins (q.v.). Later
letters deal with settlement of parents’ estate.

Letters from her son Johnny are also enclosed here.

1923-2003

1939-1990

1939, 1952-
1953, n.d.

ca 1940-1990
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A.99-A.118

A.100-A.112

Biographical and personal, A.1-A.260

Grace Mary Crowfoot (‘Molly’)

Hodgkin's mother, née Hood, was a remarkable woman.
Born into a comfortable country family in 1877, she
received no formal education. By her own talent and
determination, however, her family connections and
especially her marriage in 1909 to John Crowfoot and
consequent residence in Cairo, the Sudan and the Middle
East, she made herself an authority on flowering plants,
weaving and dyeing techniques, pottery and glass-
making. She published extensively on these topics.

Her letters are exceptionally difficult to date, since she and
her husband spent several months each year on
archaeological digs (where one or more of their daughters
might join them), returning to their Geldeston home
between expeditions.

The expeditions - to Nablus, Jerash and Samaria - the
finds and the camp life are described in lively terms, and
often result in requests to Hodgkin for help in identifying
mosaics, crystals, plants and herbs.

During her parents’ frequent absences, Hodgkin was
responsible for her younger sisters and for domestic
arrangements. Several of her parents’ letters refer to
modest sums sent for Christmas and birthday presents
and for household bills.

‘Archaeological biography’ of her mother by Elisabeth
Crowfoot.

15pp typescript draft dated 13 November 1996. Received
from G. Ferry, 22 October 2002.

Letters.

A few of these letters are addressed to the family as a
whole, or to her younger daughters. By far the majority
are to Hodgkin.

The dating offered is approximate as very few letters carry
more than an indication of day and month.

1920s.

From Sudan and British School of Archaeology,
Jerusalem.

ca 1923-1983

ca 1923-1957
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1930, 1931.

From Geldeston, Jerusalem, Jerash, Nablus,
Constantinople.

1933.

References to ‘Mr Bernal, ‘Mr Waddington’, Hodgkin’s
help with proof-reading, Research Fellowship at
Somerville, Molly's thoughtful letters of advice to her
daughter on her emotional relations with Waddington,
Christmas cheque £5 for the four girls. Hodgkin A.160,
A.189.

21935

Includes letters from Joan Crowfoot, in Palestine with her
parents.

1937.

Includes a letter from Dorothy to her mother, 3 March.

Engagements of Joan and Denis, Dorothy and Thomas,
wedding arrangements.

1938.

Hodgkin's pregnancy, arrangements for birth, Molly
Crowfoot's research on ivories and pottery.

1939.

Birth of Joan Payne’s daughter Julian, Hodgkin’s rheumatism.
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1941-71943

1944-71947.

Several letters to Thomas on his application for Oxford
Extra-Mural post, 1945 General Election, Dorothy’s
rheumatism, comments on an article on the Sudan, post-
war visit to villa at San Remo.

1950-1957.

References to Hodgkin's gift of £500 for the publication of
John Crowfoot's book (A.123), award to Hodgkin of Royal
Medal and her mother's journey to London to see her
receive it (Ferry p.279).

Last letter (undated) refers to Hodgkin’s trip to
Scandinavia in March 1958 with requests for photographs
etc on ancient textiles from contacts in Scandinavia. Mrs
Crowfoot died in 1957.

Fragmentary or not datable letters, all periods and topics.

Letters from Hodgkin to her parents.

Miscellaneous notes and writings by Molly Crowfoot.

Includes notes on the Roman toga; and ‘Account of the
Relief Expedition, written by Grace Mary Hood Jan. 1909'.
This is a 10pp typescript describing the effects of an
earthquake in Calabria and Sicily and an expedition led by
Molly and her sister Dorothy from San Remo, with a few
other friends, to help the victims.

Manuscript and 1ypescripi‘ material relating to Molly
Crowfoot’s writings, especially on Palestinian folktales in
collaboration with Louise Baldensperger.

Also note on Molly and her work by Elisabeth Crowfoot.

1954, 1955
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Miscellaneous later correspondence.

Includes a note on Molly Crowfoot's lecture at Downe
House 1928 and (1981) re deposit at Kew of her botanical
drawings of the Sudan.

Correspondence with sculptor re headstones for Molly and
John Crowfoot.

Photocopy of a letter to ‘My dear Dorothy’, welcoming the
news that Molly’s plan for medical education for women in
the Sudan had been approved.

No date or addressee. See A.221, letter from Diana
Rowley to Hodgkin identifying the recipient as Dorothy
Willis, who had sent the letter to her, and suggesting two
possible dates 1916 and 1921. Hodgkin also refers to it in
a letter to Thomas at A.199.

John Winter Crowfoot

Hodgkin’s father (1873-1959) was described as ‘one of
the legendary figures of Sudan archaeology’.

He became a civil servant in the the Department of
Education in Cairo in 1901, moving to Khartoum as
Assistant Director of Education in the Sudan 1903-1908,
returning, after a further spell in Cairo, as Director of
Education and Principal of Gordon Memorial College
1914-1926. On his retirement, he was almost immediately
offered the post of Director of the British School of
Archaeology in Jerusalem which he occupied 1927-1935.
His excavations in Palestine were accompanied by his
wife and from time to time by his daughters. He continued
to publish the results through his retirement years, See
A.120.

Letters to Hodgkin.
Many are 1p only. From various sites especially Nablus,

with details of excavations. Letter of 9 December 1924
describes the suppression of the mutiny. (Ferry pp.24-25).

1957-1983

1957-1960

1924-1959, n.d.

1924-1939
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Letters to Hodgkin.

Letter 22 August 1955 welcomes gift from Hodgkin to help
with publication of last volume of his studies of Samaria.
See also A.111, A.128.

Letters to Thomas

Letters of condolence on the death of John Crowfoot
(1959), obituary from Kush (n.d.).

Sir Frederic and Lady Hamilton

Correspondence with Sir Frederic and Lady Hamilton (like
Dorothy Forster Hodgkin, one of the Smith daughters), on
the gift of £500 to Hodgkin ‘Dorothy Junior'. (Hodgkin
A.160).

Dorothy Forster Hodgkin (née Smith)

Hodgkin's mother-in-law, wife of R.H. Hodgkin g.v.

The Hodgkins had bought Crab Mill, limington, for their
eventual retirement. It became a favourite weekend
retreat for all the family. Dorothy and Thomas Hodgkin
used it in their turn as a retirement home, and as a
peaceful retreat for colleagues.

Most of the letters are sent from Crab Mill; some from the
early 1940s are from Queen's College Oxford where
Robin Hodgkin was Provost. Later letters (from 1968) are
from The Grey House, limington. Not all are dated.

1937-1949

Early letters express joy at the engagement to Thomas
(Ferry p.125). Many refer to Luke’s and Liz's babyhood
when they were often left in the charge of their
grandmother,

1941-1959

1942-1959

1958, n.d.

1937-1974
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1953-1974 and n.d.

Includes references to hopes of Nobel Prize 1957, Luke’s
marriage 1959.

Edward Hodgkin

Edward Hodgkin was Thomas's younger brother. He
worked as a journalist for the Manchester Guardian and
The Times (Hodgkin A.158).

1939-1971 and n.d.

Includes a letter to Molly Crowfoot ca 1939, after a stay at
Geldeston.

ca 1973-1992 and n.d.

Several letters postdate the death of Thomas and refer to
recollections received, appeal, publication of ‘Don Tomas’,
photograph of Thomas's grave.

Letters from Edward Hodgkin to his parents during his
army service in World War Il, none dated.

Luke Howard Hodgkin

Luke was Dorothy and Thomas's first child, born 20
December 1938 and named after Luke Howard FRS,
meteorologist and great-great-grandfather of Thomas.

A gifted child, he learned to read, write and type at an

early age and liked to enclose his own messages to his
father to be sent with his mother’s letters.

Notes by Thomas on Luke's language acquisition and
behaviour

Included here is material re Luke Howard.

1939-1992, n.d.

1939x1945

1939-1954, n.d.

1939-1940
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Juvenilia.

Early letters, language and numerical puzzles,
hieroglyphs, secret or invented languages, Old English
place names.

Correspondence and material re Eton College.

Luke Hodgkin was a King's Scholar.

Letters from Hodgkin

A few from Thomas.

Letters from Luke to Hodgkin.

Letters from Edward Hodgkin (uncle), undated, and an
earlier greeting 1942.

Letters from Dorothy Forster Hodgkin (grandmother).

Greetings and messages from Toby and Liz Hodgkin
(siblings).

Shorter correspondence re Luke at Eton.

Includes letter from Molly Crowfoot asking Luke’s advice
about Egyptian coins, 1954.

Reports and class lists from Eton 1952-1953.

Also includes one report from Luke's previous school, the
Dragon School Oxford, 1950.

Later correspondence.

Includes some letters from Anna (née Davin), Luke’s first
wife, and Jean (née Radford) his second wife.

1951-1954

1951-1952.

1942, n.d.

1951-1952

1950-1953
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Prudence Elizabeth Hodgkin (‘Liz’) 1941-1994

Dorothy and Thomas's second child was born on 23
September 1941. Like both her parents, she was a lively
and frequent letter-writer and like them, rarely dated
letters fully. She shared their political and humanitarian
interests, teaching in Zambia, the Sudan and, until the fall
of Saigon, in Hanoi. In 1989 she joined Amnesty
International.

She witnessed several overseas political upheavals and
took a keen interest in left-wing developments.

Her correspondence is thus of historical and

anthropological as well as personal interest, though many

of the letters, with few dates and faint or indecipherable

date stamps, are of uncertain order. (Hodgkin A.159).

Early material: 1941-1959

Memorial of baptism in Queen's College Chapel, 1941.

Birthday letter from R.H. Hodgkin (grandfather) 1946.

Letters and cards 1950s, including Oxford High School
reports.

Cambridge University entrance timetable 19589.

Letters from Sudan, January-May.

Letters from Cambridge.

Letters from Leeds. 1963-1964

Liz's first teaching post was in Leeds.

Letters to Liz from Hodgkin 1962-1964

Letters from Zambia. 1965-1967, n.d.

Mainly from Kasama where Liz was teaching.
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Letters from Khartoum University Department of History. 1968-1969, n.d.

Includes cable of congratulation sent on solution of insulin
1969, and joint letter from Thomas and Dorothy November
1969.

Liz was teaching in the Department.

Letters from Khartoum. 1970-1972

These letters cover a period of intense political unrest,
demonstrations, arrests, dismissals of staff, occupation of
the British Embassy and other manifestations.

1970.

Letters from Hanoi. 1974-1975, n.d.

Only two letters from 1975.

1977, 1979.

1981-1987.

Includes letters from Nigeria and Mali 1983, Hanoi 1986.

1991-1994.

Undated and fragmentary.
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Robert (‘Robin’) Howard Hodgkin
Few letters only, 1926, 1937 (to Hodgkin, on her
engagement), 1942 (to Thomas).

R.H. Hodgkin, Thomas’s father lived 1877-1951. He was
Provost of Queen's College Oxford 1937-1951.

Robin Allason Hodgkin

Two letters only 1958, 1961, information on Abbotsholme
School (R.A. Hodgkin was Headmaster), obituary 2003.
Thomas’s cousin, brother of Alan Hodgkin FRS.

Thomas Lionel Hodgkin

Dorothy Hodgkin's husband, whom she met at the home

of Margery Fry while working at the Royal Institution at
Easter 1937 and married in December of the same year.

Thomas Hodgkin (1910-1982) served in the Colonial
Office in Palestine 1933-1936; he worked as a Staff Tutor
for the Workers Educational Association 1939-1945. From
1946 to 1952 he was Secretary to the Oxford Delegacy for
Extra-Mural Studies; visits to the Gold Coast (later Ghana)
and the Sudan to initiate adult education courses led to a
lifelong love for Africa and Africans. He undertook many
subsequent journeys, studying the previous history of the
regions and identifying himself with their growing
nationalism and struggles for independence. He became
the first Director of the Institute of African Studies at the
University of Ghana 1961-1965, and wrote widely on
African history and politics.

Thomas was himself a prolific and lively correspondent,
with a distinctive small neat handwriting, sloping upwards
and always leaving a wide left-hand margin often filled
with addenda. Few of his letters survive in this collection,
they are presented at A.156-A.159. Letters which were
incorporated in other items are noted in the Index. Two
collections of his letters have been published: Thomas
Hodgkin: Letters from Palestine 1932-1936, ed. E.C.
Hodgkin, London 1986, and Thomas Hodgkin: Letters
from Africa 1947-56, ed. Elizabeth Hodgkin and Michael
Wolfers, London 2000.

The overwhelming majority of the material presented here

1926-1942

1958, 1961,
2003

1928-1983
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is Dorothy’s correspondence with her husband, from their
engagement in 1937 to 1977. The correspondence
continues steadily through his wartime absences in the
north of England as a W.E.A. tutor and his later extended
travels and residence in Africa, with varying gaps during
his presence with the family in Oxford.

It forms a rich source of information about Hodgkin
herself, her research and career, and also into the social
and political activities of a liberal-socialist well-connected
middle class family of the time. Thomas himself was a
member of the Communist Party from 1936 to 1949,
Dorothy did not take this step but she was an active
member of the Oxford Labour Party, attended its meetings
and demonstrations, and always retained a favourable
view of the Soviet Union.

Dorothy aimed to send a letter each day (on more than
one occasion she sent two on the same day), no matter
what the hour, the conditions or the materials to hand.
Many letters are dog-eared, torn and dirty; some are on
headed writing paper from Somerville College, various
laboratories or Crab Mill, but more are on odd scraps of
paper. They are written in college, in the laboratory, on
trains or in train stations, at the dentist's, from hospital, in
her garden, the University Parks, or during college
committee meetings. They are almost always (Sundays
are an exception) hurried or late, with Dorothy dashing out
to catch the last post, missing it, and sometimes finding an
unposted letter in her pocket several days later.

Tantalisingly, and especially during the early years of her
marriage, very few are fully dated, some not at all. Every
effort has been made to supply an approximate date from
context, reference to academic, career or domestic
events, to the early chronicles of the children’s
development, or to the notes of the weather, garden or
scenery which Hodgkin frequently included. Some have
tentative dates added in Thomas Hodgkin’s hand. The
airmail letters of the later years are more fully dated and
postmarked.

The content of the letters is of great interest. In the early
years (1938-1944) Hodgkin was under much pressure
with days full of ‘jobs’ as she called them, in house,
college and laboratory. Her scientific work was advancing
quietly on several fronts with a growing research team and
increasing respect from the wider scientific community.
Her college responsibilities of committees, interviews and
admissions, and the teaching of her ‘girls’ remained tasks
which she fulfiled, not always with great joy and
sometimes in rather a rush. The births, babyhood and
growth of her children, their ailments, absences and
achievements at school, are a constant theme. '
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Added to these was the family tradition of casual
entertaining. Colleagues from the laboratory like Carlisle
or Riley, others from outside Oxford such as Bernal,
Perutz or Waddington, Labour Party associates,
Somerville friends and wartime evacuees often arrived
unannounced. Much hospitality was given and received.
There were always maids and a cook to assist, but
surprisingly little mention is made of wartime rationing and
shortages.

Despite her fatigue - Hodgkin often writes of going to bed,
or dropping off to sleep, at 9.30 - political or scientific
discussions with friends would continue till 1.00 or 2.00
am, after which she might fit in reading for the next day.
Only once does she seem to buckle, writing in a letter
dated ‘Monday’ (A.167, probably 1940) ‘Sometimes | feel
depressed and wonder whether it's worth the struggle to
keep this place and work going'. Otherwise she maintains
an unruffled youthful alertness, unfazed by unheralded (or
forgotten) events. During this period, husband and wife
aimed to spend alternate weekends in Cumbria or
Staffordshire where Thomas was teaching, or in Oxford;
she writes with longing expectation, or happy
recollections, of these meetings. Though she herself had
complicated arrangements to make before she could get
away, her concern is always that Thomas might find the
travel too exhausting.

From the middle 1940s the pace of ‘my hard working
days’ increased and with it growing recognition and
success. Modest though she was, Hodgkin gains
confidence, becoming more forthright in giving
assessments of people or issues, bolder in
recommendations, or dismissals, of candidates for
academic or other posts, more experienced in discreet
‘wire-pulling’, more prepared even to have Thomas and
his visits fit into her own schedule of engagements. In the
1950s the letters are more factual on research meetings
and conferences, with more technical detail than she
previously gave to Thomas; this may reflect her growing
fame and confidence, or perhaps his fuller comprehension
of her work. Generous hospitality continued, as the family
expanded to include visiting colleagues and her children’s
wide circle of friends.

Hodgkin enjoyed the ‘nice companionship’ of ‘a lovely
houseful’, or ‘23 people to tea, of very mixed kinds, mostly
unexpected'.

Hodgkin’s day-to-day organisation was notoriously
chaotic. Missed posts, lost trains, overlooked dates,
absence of pens, pencils and paper or scrambles against
the clock were common but accepted facts of life. On one
occasion, after a visit to Cambridge for meetings with
Perutz and Lawrence Bragg, she missed her rail



































































































































































































































































