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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received in 1997-1998 from the Library of the Oxford University Museum of Natural
History, and via Mr H.P. Powell.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF JAMES MARMADUKE EDMONDS

Edmonds was born in Cumberland on 13 June 1909. His father Charles Edmonds had been a
haematite miner, later a Union official and active in the Workers Educational Association. A self-
taught geologist, he became the leading authority on the West Cumberland Lower Carboniferous and
a founder member of the Cumberland Geological Society. He encouraged his son in the study of

geology and collaborated with him on research and papers.

James Edmonds was educated at S.t Bees School Cumberland 1922-1928. In 1929 he entered St
Edmund Hall Oxford to read geology, graduating in 1932, when he won the Burdett-Coutts
Scholarship for research in geology, and became a Senior Exhibitioner of the Hall. In 1933 he was a
member of the Oxford University Exploration Club expedition to Spitsbergen and was awarded a

B.Sc. in 1934 for his thesis on the Geology of New Friesland.

In 1934 Edmonds was appointed Government Geologist in the Sudan, and greatly enjoyed his work

there. In April 1938, however, he developed rheumatoid arthritis and was invalided out of the service.

Although there appeared some possibility of a return to the Sudan in 1944, his health did not permit

this and an overseas career was over.

After war service as a meteorological officer, Edmonds returned to Oxford and was appointed
Graduate Assistant in the Department of Geology 1946-1965 and Curator of the Geological
Collections of the Museum 1955-1976. He was a Fellow of the Geological Society, and a Vice-
President 1963-1964, and a Fellow of St. Cross College Oxford 1965-1976.

Edmonds had been an active athlete at school and university, but the arthritis which had ended his
career in the Sudan continued to develop and circumscribe his life. He underwent many operations
and was latterly confined to a wheelchair. He had always had an interest in the history of his subject,
encouraged by his work in arranging and cataloguing the geological collections; the increasing
immobility which denied him opportunities for field research allowed him to develop his historical

studies especially after his retirement in 1976.
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In 1936 Edmonds married Josephine Reynolds (d. 1997). They had one daughter Barbara.
Edmonds died on 31 July 1982.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

The material cover the period 1928-1993. (Some of the transcripts or photocopies of historical
material in sections G - K may relate to eighteenth or nineteenth century events. Earliest date is
1758.)

The collection is presented as shown in the List of Contents. Additional explanatory notes,
information or cross-references are appended where appropriate to the separate sections, sub-
sections and individual entries in the body of the catalogue. The following paragraphs are intended

only to draw attention to items of particular interest.

Section A, Biographical and personal, is very scanty. Edmonds left no personal records.

Section B, Research, is largely concerned with the geology of Oxford and region and includes
documentation of several projects for which Edmonds acted as consultant to construction companies,
or to Oxford University and its colleges. Borehole logs and site investigation data may be included.
There are also papers and correspondence relating to a projected revision of W.J. Arkell's Geology of
Oxford (Oxford University Press 1947) which was called off in 1975 because of Edmonds’s increasing

infirmity.

Section C, Expeditions and excursions, is of interest in documenting the Oxford University Exploration
Club’'s 1933 expedition to Spitsbergen. It includes journals, photographs, drawings and diagrams,
and the manuscript of the B.Sc. thesis submitted by Edmonds on the geology of New Friesland.
There are also notes and photographs of the geology of Morocco and the Atlas taken on an excursion
in 1952.

Other expeditions arranged and led by Edmonds for societies and organisations are recorded in

Section E.

Section D, Lectures and teaching, is of interest in including lecture notes delivered in 1933 when

Edmonds was a part-time departmental demonstrator in the Oxford University Department of

Geology, and also a set of notes for a geological demonstration in Khartoum, Sudan.
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Section E, Societies and organisations, is not extensive, and is confined to documentation of a

number of meetings and excursions by societies held in Oxford.

Section F, Publications, is also short, partly because Edmonds was notoriously slow to complete
writing projects. His last paper, on William Buckland and W.D. Conybeare, published posthumously

in 1991, is documented here.

Sections G - K provide extensive documentation of Edmonds’s lifelong interest in the history of
geology and its practitioners, with special reference to Oxford where two pioneers of the subject,
Buckland and John Phillips, had taught, written and left their collections. His research methods, while
testifying to his eager antiquarian temperament, explain why he published relatively little. His
enquiries were meticulous, often impelling him to cast his net ever wider in time and space to develop
excessive ramifications. He combed record offices, newspapers, repositories, private holdings, and
traced families forward and back through generations. He drew up chronologies tabulating events or
movements of key people, their meetings, correspondence, stagecoach or train journeys. Perhaps
deliverately, perhaps overwhelmed by the accumulation of material, he selected for his own articles

salient episodes in a life or career rather than the whole.

These methods, obsessive though they could become, often uncovered new details or established
more precise datings such as the place and time of Buckland’s death or Phillips's family and early life.
There is some interest also in Edmonds’s own correspondence with descendants and their accounts
of family history and papers even when these are negative. A sequence of photocopied documents
assembled in 1976 about the Oxford University Museum (J.49-J.54) and the biographical information

on ‘Alumni Oxonienses’ (K.1-K.13) form a corpus of material not readily available elsewhere.

Section L, Correspondence, is short. Of interest are letters from J.A. Douglas with lively recollections
of the Oxford Department of Geology and its personnel, and letters from Victor and Joan Eyles on
aspects of geological research.

LOCATION OF FURTHER MATERAL

Specimens of Lower Carboniferous material collected by Charles Edmonds are deposited with the

British Geological Survey, Keyworth, Nottinghamshire.

Photocopies and transcripts of correspondence between Charles Lloyd (Dean of Christ Church and

Bishop of Oxford) and Sir Robert Peel, and others ca 1813-1834 on Oxford affairs, elections,
nominations to Chairs, Canonries, Headships of Houses etc. have been accepted by the Archivist for

the Muniment Room, Christ Church Oxford.
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SECTION A

BIOGRAPHICAL AND PERSONAL

Obituary notice by H.P. Powell for Geol. Soc. Lond. Ann. Rept. 1984, and a
note on the life and work of Charles Edmonds (father) with special reference
to the Cumberland Geological Society.

Oxford University Honour School of Natural Science Examination Papers in
Geology 1927, 1928, 1929, 1931, 1932.

Burdett-Coutts Scholarship Papers 1932.

Acceptance of Edmonds as Student for B.Sc. 1933 (Thesis on Spitsbergen,
supervised by J.A. Douglas).

Miscellaneous items of biographical interest 1932-1955, 1991.

Includes undated card to Miss J. Reynolds (Edmonds married Josephine
Reynolds in 1936), advice on research 1932, letter from W.J. Sollas 1936,
letters from father C. Edmonds 1944, 1945, letter from E.H. Shackleton on
work with C. Edmonds 1955. There is also a short obituary note on
Shackleton, 1991.

Miscellaneous items of biographical interest 1928-1946.

Includes testimonials from school and university, letters from Edmonds about
life in Sudan 1936, and his new post with the Geological Collections of the
Oxford Museum 1946.

These are photocopies kindly made available from records in St Edmund
Hall Oxford.

Miscellaneous letters of thanks for specimens, off-prints etc. 1938-1976.

Miscellaneous memorabilia, multiple signature greetings cards etc.
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SECTION B RESEARCH B.1-B.98

B.1-B.12 TOPICS IN GEOLOGY

B.13-B.61 GEOLOGY OF THE OXFORD REGION

B.62-B.81 REVISION OF W.J. ARKELL'S THE GEOLOGY OF
OXFORD

B.82-B.85 MISCELLANEOUS NOTEBOOKS AND NOTES

B.86-B.92 MAPS

B.93-B.98 ADDENDUM
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Research

TOPICS IN GEOLOGY

In alphabetical order.  See B.93-B.98 for work on Bredyia.

B.1-B.6 Brachiopods

B.7 Carboniferous corals

B.8 Echinoderma

B.9 Molluscs

B.10 Porifera

B.11 Protozoa, especially Forminifera

B.12 Syringopora

Brachiopods

Notes and correspondence with F. Wolverson Cope 1948, 1949 on
Daviesiella and on identification of carboniferous specimens from Persia in
the University Museum. Includes Cope's reprints on Daviesiella with
inscription to C. Edmonds.

Productus gigantella

Work begun by C. Edmonds, perhaps ca 1936 and continued by J.M.
Edmonds (last dated note 1959).

Notes, drafts, drawings, photographs.

Productus (Thomasina) margaritaceus

Drafts, notes, bibliography for proposed ‘Note on Productus (Thomasina)
margaritaceus Phillips. With special reference to the internal characters’ by
C. and J.M. Edmonds.

R.A.F. Notebook. Notes and translations by Edmonds on the literature of
Productus margaritaceus.
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Research

Notes and bibliographical notes on Productus edelburgensis. Includes brief
correspondence from H. Muir-Wood and 1930 off-print sent to C. Edmonds.

Shorter notes on Brachiopod nomenclature.

Carboniferous corals

Tagged folder of notes, photographs, drawings some dated 1946, including
correspondence with H. Dighton Thomas 1947, on corals from Persia and
China.

Related offprints from D. Hill, C.C. Yd.

Echinoderma

Tagged folder of notes, identifications, descriptions, photographs of

echinoderms. Perhaps for lectures and teaching.

Molluscs

Tagged folders of diagrams, drawings and photographs.

Porifera

Notes, classifications, diagrams. Perhaps undergraduate notes used for
later lectures and teaching (latest date 1948).

Protozoa, especially Forminifera

Tagged folder of notes, descriptions, diagrams, photographs. Perhaps
undergraduate notes expanded for later lectures and teaching.
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Research

Syringopora

Manuscript note on The type of Syringopora geniculata Phillips 1836, on
corrections and emendations to Phillips's Geology of Yorkshire.

Includes letter from C. Edmonds 1948 on their joint publishing project.

GEOLOGY OF THE OXFORD REGION

This material is diverse in origin and substance. It may represent a major
project, independent research over a period, reports prepared as a
consultant for construction companies or Oxford Colleges and University, or
in many cases work undertaken to take advantage of strata temporarily
revealed by roadworks or other excavations. Marked maps, borehole logs
and site investigations, made by Edmonds or sent to him, may be included.

The culmination of this work was to have been a revision of W.J. Arkell’s
Geology of Oxford (Oxford University Press 1947). Correspondence on the
subject with OUP begins in 1966 though it is likely that Edmonds had been

considering it for some time previously (see B.62). The work, to be
undertaken in collaboration with J.H. Callomon, was approved and begun,
following the original chapter-headings with extensive deletions and revisions
to incorporate new findings. Increasing infirmity made it difficult for Edmonds
to complete the task and it was called off in 1975.

Because of its subject matter and Edmonds’s long involvement, the material
is included as a sequel to his research notes on the geology of the Oxford
Region, at B.62-B.81.

Ashford Mill Bridge (near Witney, Oxfordshire).

Plan of site 1961, note of strata in boreholes.

Bagley Wood, Oxfordshire.

Letter from Edmonds to Estates Office, St John's College Oxford, on
likelihood of water supply and borehole requirements for cottages at Bagley
Wood. 1952.
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B.18-B.22

Research

Banbury Railway Cutting.
Tagged notes March 1953, manuscript note on ‘A section in the middle and

upper Lias at Neithrop Fields near Banbury Oxon.’, drawing of site, map of
site, photographs of investigation on site, miscellaneous shorter notes.

Benson, Oxfordshire.
Tagged folder of notes, correspondence, diagrams etc. on proposed

borehole for extraction of gravel at Oakley Wood, Benson. Includes two
reports November and December 1959 by Edmonds acting as consultant.

Bladon Heath Reservoir

Site plan, borehole record, manuscript note on findings by Edmonds, brief
correspondence 1967-1968.

Carterton Boreholes Scheme.
This was a project undertaken by Oxfordshire and District Water Board.

Edmonds was invited to carry out the examination of the cores.

Correspondence 1969, 1971, 1976, maps of area.

Notes and observations by Edmonds 1969, 1971, list of samples sent to
Geological Survey, annotated maps.

Edmond's ‘Interim Geological Report’, 5pp typescript and ‘Tentative views on
clarifying the Great Oolite lithologically from a borehole record’, 5pp
manuscript.

Carterton Borehole no.1. Observations January-March 1972, 21pp.

Carterton Borehole no. 2. Observations June 1972, and other notes.
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B.23-B.26

B.23

Research

Cowley Ammonites

Correspondence 1956-1958 with J.H. Callomon and one letter 1953 from
W.J. Arkell, with a few notes and data.

Notes and diagrams by Edmonds. List of ammonites in Oxford Brickpits.

Edmonds’s report on soil structure at Sewage Works, Sandford on Thames,
November 1955, with related offprint and marked map of area.

Site investigation report, and borehole log for Littlemore Power Station 1948,
sent to Edmonds November 1955,

Faringdon Borehole Corallian.

Observations 1954, sent to Edmonds 1955.

Keble Road Triangle, Oxford.
Report on ground investigations on site for Metallurgy and Engineering

Buildings (University of Oxford) 1957, correspondence 1958 re despatch of
report and of core samples.

Kingham, Oxfordshire.
Edmonds’s consultant’s report on ‘Sand deposits at Rynehill Farm Kingham’,

prepared for University College Oxford, and related correspondence 1951-
1952.

Noke Hill, Oxfordshire.

Correspondence information, notes, marked maps of area. Includes draft
report on site by P.E. Kent and comments by Edmonds.

Nuffield College Oxford.

Record of pile driving 1952 (1p only).
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B.32-B.40

Research

Otmoor, Oxfordshire.

This was a major project undertaken for the Metropolitan Water Board who
wished to investigate sites for large storage reservoirs. W.J. Arkell was
originally invited in 1957 to provide expert geological advice on the location
and examination of boreholes, but he became ill and suggested Edmonds for
the work. Arkell died in April 1958.

Correspondence between W.J. Arkell and Metropolitan Water Board 1957.

Correspondence October 1958-March 1959 between Edmonds and officials
of the Board on his report, preparation of figures and charts etc.

Later correspondence on report 1961, 1974 (regretting its unsuitability for
publication in the Proceedings of the Cotteswold Naturalists’ Field Club).

Manuscript records of Otmoor Boreholes 1-18 (nos. 10, 13 missing) 1957-
1958.

Borehole logs and information, from Metropolitan Water Board sent to
Edmonds, with a little related correspondence, various dates 1957-1959.

‘Geological report on the Otmoor area of Oxfordshire’ sent by Edmonds 30
November 1958, with a manuscript note by him on page 3 explaining the
history of the project and his involvement.

Correspondence 1973-1974 requesting permission to offer report for
publication, with new version incorporating corrections.

Edmonds’s contour map of area 1958 with borehole positions marked.

Map with boreholes numbered and marked.

0.S. map SP61, Otmoor enquiry site marked.
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B.41-B.43

B.41

B.44-B.48

Research

Oxford Corporation Waterworks

Correspondence, information, reports, arrangements to receive soil samples
etc. from reservoirs or works planned or in progress. Various dates 1950-
1964.

Maps and plans of boreholes and reservoirs in the Oxford area: Binsey,
Cumnor, Farmoor (2), Godstow (2), Oxford City watercourses, Stanton
Harcourt (2).

Borehole logs from reservoirs in the Oxford area: Binsey, Cumnor, Farmoor,
Godstow, Hardwick Hall, Stanton Harcourt.

Oxford Bypasses and Ring Road

Investigations, site plans, borehole logs, a little correspondence.

Western Bypass. Borehole logs 1956.

Southern Bypass.

Borehole logs, a little correspondence 1956-1957.

Southern Bypass Extension and Sandford Link.

Site investigation, borehole logs and diagrams 1957 and one letter 1962.

South-Eastern Bypass.

Borehole logs 1956.

Eastern Bypass.

Report on boreholes 1957, chart of soakaways 1958, photographs of work
on site including H.J. Hambidge of the University Museum staff (information
received from H.P. Powell).
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B.53-B.61

Research

Oxford University.

Brief correspondence with University Surveyor on proposed development in
St Clements area of city, 1965.

Oxfordshire County Council.
Maps, aerial photographs, brief correspondence 1960, 1962 on A.40 road

development at Aston Rowant. At that time a tunnel was proposed (shown
on maps), but a cutting was eventually made.

Radcliffe Science Library Oxford Extension.

Correspondence with consulting engineers and charts on water levels 1970.

St Catherine's College Oxford.

Correspondence with consulting engineers, site survey, arrangements to
collect samples 1960.

Wheatley Bypass.

Borehole logs 1958-1960, annotated map, Edmonds’s notes of observations
made on bypass 1963.

Worminghall & Ickford, Buckinghamshire.

Most of the notes, data and correspondence date from 1951-1954 when
Edmonds first investigated the area. He returned in 1966 when electricity
pylons were being driven.

Correspondence 1951-1952 on proposed main drainage works, with
Edmonds’s report on ‘Strata at Worminghall and Ickford, Bucks'.

Correspondence 1953-1954 and one letter 1966 on ammonites and
Worminghall Cardioceratids, with colleagues including W.J. Arkell and A.
Morley Davies.

Edmonds’s notes, charts and observations 1953.
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B.59-B.61

B.62-B.81

B.63-B.77

Research

Edmonds’s notes of investigations of electricity pylon sites 1966.

Off-prints sent to Edmonds by A. Morley Davies and W.J. Arkell.

Three drawings of ‘Main Drainage of Worminghall and Ickford’, one with
notes and annotations by Edmonds.

REVISION OF W.J. ARKELL'S GEOLOGY OF OXFORD

This was a projected revision of W.J. Arkell's Geology of Oxford (Oxford
University Press, 1947). See the introductory note to B.13-B.61.

Correspondence 1966-1975

Correspondence with OUP, collaborator (J.H. Callomon) and colleagues
about the Arkell revision. Edmonds’s 1p. ‘Suggested alterations’ accompany
his letter of 2 June 1966; there is a 2pp manuscript note ‘Revision of the
Geology of Oxford’ which may predate this by several years (latest reference
1958).

Material includes Agreement with OUP, enquiries, information and

identifications from colleagues, photographs of samples sent for radiocarbon
dating etc.

Chapter Revisions

These follow Arkell's sequence and were based on page-proofs of his
original, with manuscript or typescript deletions, additions or corrections,
notes or additional material. Chapters 5, 6, 10 are missing.

Chapter 1 Introduction.

Arkell's page-proofs with manuscript and typescript deletions, additions and
corrections, brief correspondence with collaborator 1971.
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Research

Chapter 2 The Lias.

Typescript draft, manuscript notes.

Chapter 3 Inferior Oolite Series.

Arkell's page-proofs with notes and corrections, manuscript and typescript
revised drafts.

Chapter 4 Great Oolite Series.

Revised draft, notes and tables, Arkell's page-proofs with corrections and
intercalated new pages, photographs 1969, 1970.

Chapter 7 Kimmeridge Clay.

Revised draft, notes, Arkell's page-proofs with corrections and revisions.

Chapter 8 Portland and Purbeck Beds.

Typescript and manuscript revised draft.

Chapter 9 Wealden Beds.

Typescript and manuscript revised draft, manuscript notes.

Chapter Il Lower Greensand.

Typescript and manuscript revised draft.

Chapter 12 The Gault and Upper Greensand.

Typescript and manuscript revised draft, notes and tables, Arkell's revised
page-proof.

Chapter 13 The Chalk.

Typescript revised draft, manuscript notes, Arkell's revised page-proofs.
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B.78-B.81

B.78

Research

Chapter 14 The Tertiary Era and the Alpine folding.

Typescript revised draft, Arkell's revised page-proofs.

Chapter 15 Early Pleistocene deposits: the great glaciations.

Typescript and manuscript revised draft, Arkell's page-proofs extensively
revised.

Chapter 16 Upper Pleistocene: the later glaciations.

Extensively revised typescript and manuscript versions, manuscript notes.

Chapter 17 Periglacial Oxford.

Manuscript and typescript revised draft.

Chapter 18 Post-glacial changes.

Typescript and manuscript revisions, Arkell's revised page-proofs.

Notes and information

Miscellaneous pages of Arkell's, with manuscript indications of deletions,

omissions, revisions etc.; bibliographical notes; list of ‘Ammonite lllustrations
for various chapters'.

Notes and tables on ‘Sarsden Wells'.

Miscellaneous manuscript notes and drafts.

Drafts for diagrams and tables.
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B.82-B.85

B.86-B.92

Research

MISCELLANEOUS NOTEBOOKS AND NOTES

Hard-backed notebook, pages numbered 1-141, pages 1-40 used.
Descriptions of expeditions and sites July 1930 - January 1932, with
drawings, photographs and diagrams of strata.

Some of these excursions were undertaken in the North of England, several
headed ‘with C.E' [Charles Edmonds]; others were in the Oxford region as
part of the undergraduate course ‘with M. Stewart’, ‘J.A. D[ouglas], C.J.
Blayzand]'.

Hard-backed notebook, ‘Descriptions of thin sections from New Friesland
1933'.

(This notebook is held in the Minerals Collection of the Oxford University
Museum).

Notes from binder inscribed ‘Geological Notes James M. Edmonds’.

Miscellaneous contents, including notes for excursions, geological notes and
observations from expeditions, excavations etc., mainly in Oxford region but
also Warwickshire and Bristol area, some bibliographical references and
notes on the literature. Also notes on John Phillips's geological works and
(1952) material of S.S. Buckman transferred to Oxford University Museum.
Dates run 1950-1956 and 1961, but not kept in chronological order.

Soft-backed notebook (many pages torn out). Both ends used, notes 1960-
1962, 1970-1971 on sites in and around Oxford.

Loose pages from similar format notebook of notes on field excursions in
Oxford region.

All annotated by Edmonds.

Oxfordshire sheet XL. Waterstock area.

Oxford City South (geological notes on verso).
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B.89-B.92

B.93-B.98

B.93-B.98

B.93

Research

Oxford City West showing line of new ring road and geological notes.

Four maps of south Oxfordshire and Berkshire Wallingford and Nuffield
areas.

ADDENDUM

Bredyia (Ammonitina)

Draft and notes '‘On species of Bredyia from the Lower Inferior Oolite of

Oxfordshire’.

Photographs and diagrams many with manuscript notes and identifications.

Notes and information on ammonites from the Lower Inferior Oolite,
Oxfordshire localities.

Notes on Bredyia newtoni.

Notes on Hammatoceras subinsigne.

Correspondence with colleagues, museums etc. 1970-1971.
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SECTION C

EXPEDITIONS AND EXCURSIONS

Geologists’ Association Field Meeting Easter 1932, to ‘Bakewell and the
Valley of the Derbyshire Derwent’, 25-30 March 1932,

Edmonds’s manuscript list of participants (includes C. Edmonds) and
account of meeting, excursions and observations, and his note on ‘Pitching
Synclines’.

Excursion to the Mendips and Bristol District ‘Easter 1933’ (perhaps with
Geologists’ Association) 14-19 April 1933. Edmonds mentions travelling with
Arkell and J.A. Douglas, but there is no full list of participants.

Programme of events and excursions, information and diagrams, Edmonds’s
manuscript account of the trip, small notebook used as diary.

Undated excursion to Malham Tarn Field Centre and Yorkshire Pennines.

List of participants, details of excursions, geological maps of area.

Oxford University Arctic Expedition to Spitsbergen 1933.

This was the most important expedition on which Edmonds participated, of
nine weeks duration July - September 1933. The leader was A.R. Glen who
published general accounts of the expedition in 1934 and 1935.

Edmonds and Rev. W.L.S. Fleming undertook a sledging expedition to
investigate the Hecla Hoek Rock Formation. This formed the basis of
Edmonds’s B.Sc. thesis (C.14) and of collaborative papers with Fleming and
O. Gatty, 1941, 1942 (C.15, C.16).

Notes on photographs taken, film used.

Journal of trip 27 June-30 September (incomplete), notes on the literature.

‘Transcript of notes Spitsbergen 1933 ... with additions from notebook of
W.L.S. Fleming'.

Photographs, mounted and described, drawings and diagrams.

Bibliographical references and notes on the literature, made by Edmonds
before the expedition.
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C.17-C.19

C.7

Expeditions and excursions

Five small pocket diaries.

27 June - 25 July, with general information, equipment.

25 July (continued) - 17 August.

17 August - 10 September.

14 July - 29 August, with details of rock formations.

18-29 September, and more general later notes.

Notes and references on Spitsbergen corals.

‘The geology and petrology of the Hecla Hoek Formation of New Friesland
(Spitsbergen)’, Edmonds’s B.Sc. thesis.

Manuscript, 41pp and 4pp bibliography.

‘Hecla Hoek Rocks of New Friesland (Spitsbergen)’, by W.L.S. Fleming and
J.M. Edmonds, Geol. Mag., LXXVIII, 1941.

Typescript and manuscript corrected draft for paper, and map,

miscellaneous manuscript notes and ideas for paper, off-print of published
paper.

‘Some types of polygonal surface markings in Spitsbergen’, by O. Gatty,
W.L.S. Fleming and J.M. Edmonds, Amer. J. Science, 240 (1942).

Off-print of published paper; includes press-cutting recording Gatty’s death.

Correspondence 1933-1941.

1938-1935. Fleming’'s letter of 19 August 1934 to ‘Jakes’, as he called
Edmonds at this time, congratulates him on his appointment in the Sudan.
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C.21-C.26

Expeditions and excursions

1937-1939.

1940-1941.

Miscellaneous material:

Photographs of members of expedition; press-cuttings; dinner of Arctic Club
1933; maps.

Morocco and the Atlas 1952,

Excursion undertaken during the International Geological Congress, Algiers.

Programme of conference.

Excursion itineraries, geological maps.

Manuscript notes.

Envelope of photographs of Morocco, and of geologist Du Dresnay.

Photographs of excursion group.

Photographs of geological structures in Morocco and the Atlas.
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SECTIOND LECTURES AND TEACHING D.1-D.27

D.1-D.14 UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENTAL LECTURES

D.15-D.21 EXTRA-MURAL LECTURES

D.22-D.27 ADDENDUM
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Lectures and teaching

UNIVERSITY AND DEPARTMENTAL LECTURES 1933-1952, n.d.

‘Forestry: Petrology Class’
Tagged folder of manuscript notes, with examination question at rear, and a
manuscript cover note; ‘These were notes for lectures delivered by J.M.E. on

behalf of J.A. Douglas in 1933-1934 as a part-time departmental
demonstrator’.

‘Practical methods'

Tagged folder of manuscript notes, latest reference 1942 though perhaps
begun earlier.

Suggested syllabus for ‘Field Geology-2nd Year Honours 1948'.

‘Introduction to Palaeontology’

Tagged folder of manuscript notes for course of lectures. Lecture 3 is dated
1952.

‘Cephalopoda’

Manuscript notes.

Untitled manuscript notes on fossilisation.

Undated manuscript notes, drafts and diagrams for lectures on geology,

especially of Oxford Region.

The Lias.

The Palaeozoic Platform.

Middle Jurassic.
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D.15-D.21

D.15-D.18

D.15, D.16

D.15

Lectures and teaching

The Cornbrash.

The Corallian Beds.

The Kimmeridge Clay.

Portland and Purbeck Beds.

Miscellaneous rocks.

EXTRA-MURAL LECTURES 1949-1959

University of Oxford Delegacy for Extra-Mural Studies. Tutorial Classes
Committee.

Edmonds conducted Summer School courses in geology for the Delegacy for
several years.

1949.

Correspondence, arrangements, syllabus, list of students, Edmonds’s report
on the course.

Teaching materials, handouts and information, plan of excursions,
arrangements and permissions for visits.

1950.

Correspondence, arrangements, syllabus, Edmonds’s report on the course.

1951.

Correspondence, arrangements, letters from applicants, Edmonds’s report
on the course. His letter of 24 August suggests W.S. McKerrow as a tutor
for future courses.
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D.22-D.27

Lectures and teaching

The Workers' Educational Association, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and
Oxfordshire District.

‘Geology, an introduction’. Arrangement and syllabus for class to be given by
Edmonds January-March 1951.

‘Geology of Oxford and district’. Syllabus for 6-meeting course to be given
by Edmonds April-June 1958. Includes material on brick and on Oxford
stone.

University of Oxford Institute of Education. ‘Geology or Earth History'.
Syllabus and a few manuscript notes for course to be given by Edmonds,
Michaelmas Term 1959,

ADDENDUM 1928-1934, n.d.

Undergraduate notes on surveying, Michaelmas Term 1930.

Duplicated set of notes for demonstration of minerals, rocks and ores,
Gordon College Khartoum, Sudan, 10pp, May 1934.

Tagged folder of notes, maps and diagrams, using Oxford University
examination papers of various dates.

Miscellaneous manuscript lecture or teaching material.

Miscellaneous maps and charts from Oxford University examination papers,
used by Edmonds for teaching, many numbered for weekly lectures.

Printed volume of geological maps, for teaching 1928.
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SECTION E SOCIETIES AND ORGANISATIONS

BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF SCIENCE (BA)

GEOLOGISTS' ASSOCIATION

INTERNATIONAL GEOLOGICAL CONGRESS

LONDON NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY

NATIONAL COAL BOARD
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Societies and organisations

BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 1948-1960
OF SCIENCE (BA)

Correspondence and papers relating to Edmonds’s contribution ‘Geology of
the Region’ prepared for the BA Handbook for its meeting at Oxford 1954.

Includes a typescript and manuscript draft of the paper. Also included here
is material on excursions in the Oxford district prepared for the International
Geological Congress 1948 (Director W.J. Arkell) at which Edmonds was
Secretary. See also E.6.

Correspondence and arrangements for excursions during the 1948 and 1954
meetings.

Correspondence 1955 relating to Edmonds’s paper on J.E. Bowman and J.
Phillips at the 1836 BA meeting in Bristol.

Letter 11 November 1955 appointing Edmonds a member of Section
Committee C (Geology).

Correspondence 1960 on Edmonds’s resignation as Section Secretary and
Secretary of the Geological Research Committee and on proposal to publish
his ‘letter’ on Bowman and Phillips at Bristol meeting.

GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 1952-1957

Miscellaneous correspondence and papers on Field Meetings and visits in
the Oxford District. Includes Edmonds’s manuscript report on August 1951
‘Field Meeting in the Oxford District’, ‘read’ December 1952.

INTERNATIONAL GEOLOGICAL CONGRESS

Correspondence and papers relating to Excursion 6 held in Oxford 17-24
August 1948 in connection with the International Congress in London 25
August-1 September. W.J. Arkell was Director of the programme and
Edmonds was secretary (See also E.1).




J.M. Edmonds
NCUACS 77/6/98

Societies and organisations

Conference and excursion circulars.

List of participants and Edmonds’s report on excursion, dinner menu and
speech, arrangements and permissions for visits to workings, quarries, sites
etc.

Correspondence and papers arising from excursion, letters of thanks, and
correspondence September-October 1948 with officials of Congress and
Ministry of Health protesting against the ‘destruction of geological sections of
scientific value by tipping of rubbish,’ with lists of such sites already
destroyed or endangered.

LONDON NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY 1956-1957

Correspondence and papers 1956-1957 re visit by the Society to the Oxford
District May 1957 (led by Edmonds).

NATIONAL COAL BOARD

Correspondence and arrangements for excursion organised by Edmonds for
National Coal Board managers training course 1951.
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SECTION F PUBLICATIONS F.1-F.15

This section is relatively short. Edmonds was notorious for failure to complete writing projects,
whether geological works such as the revision of Arkell's Geology of Oxford or major historical

undertakings such as the history of geological studies, extended biographies of William Buckland and

John Phillips, and the building of the Oxford University Museum. Abundant source materials for these

are preserved in section G-K, together with drafts and correspondence relating to the shorter
historical papers which Edmonds published in the 1970s and his retirement years. The last of these
papers was published posthumously (see F.13-F.15).

‘A section in the Lower Oxford Clay and Kellaways Beds at Kidlington, Oxon.’
by Edmonds and J.H. Callomon.

Typescript and manuscript draft, brief correspondence 1950.

Review of: F.B. Howard-White: ‘Nickel - an historical review’ (Methuen).

Typescript, n.d.

‘The first geological lecture-course at the University of London 1831’ (given
by J. Phillips), Annals of Science, 32, 1975.

Typescript draft, correspondence 1974-1975 with editors and colleague.

Dictionary of Scientific Biography.

Edmunds wrote several articles on geologists. Material includes drafts,
corrections, correspondence with editors and colleagues. The publication
proceeded alphabetically, and the editorial process was a lengthy one,
Edmonds being first approached in 1966. The material continues to 1974.

Correspondence 1966-1969 with colleagues and with editors of Dictionary of
Scientific Biography (New York); includes invitations to write articles after an
initial approach by V.A. Eyles.

Correspondence 1967-1968, corrected manuscript drafts of article on W.J.
Arkell.
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F.13-F.15

Publications

Correspondence 1968-1973, corrected manuscript draft of article on J. Kidd,
correspondence on Kidd's work arising.

Brief correspondence 1969, corrected draft of article on E. Lhwyd.

Correspondence 1970, 1974, drafts and corrections of article on J. Phillips.

Correspondence 1970, 1974, corrected manuscript draft, correspondence
and information from colleagues for article on W.J. Sollas.

Review of: Colin A. Ronan: Edmund Halley: Genius in eclipse (Macdonald,
London) 1970.

2pp typescript.

‘William Buckland FRS (1784-1856) and an Oxford Geological Lecture 1823’
by Edmonds and J.A. Douglas, Notes and Records of the Royal Society of
London 30 (1976).

Typescript draft, notes, identifications of persons attending as shown on a
contemporary lithograph. See also G.19.

‘Correspondence and Documents on the Founding of the Oxford Readership
in Geology, 1818', Notes and Records of the Royal Society of London 33
(1979).

Corrected typescript, editorial correspondence.

‘Vindiciae Geologicae, published 1820; the inaugural lecture of William
Buckland', Archives of Natural History, 18 (1991).

This is a posthumous publication by Edmonds, drawing special attention to
Buckland's friendship with W.D. Conybeare and the latter’s influence on the
lecture.

Bound photocopied copy of Buckland'’s lecture ‘Vindiciae Geologicae; or the
connexion of geology with religion explained’ as published (Oxford University
Press 1820) with paragraphs numbered, annotations on facing pages
indicating Buckland’s use of material from Conybeare and others, and other
biographical or bibliographical information by Edmonds.




J.M. Edmonds
NCUACS 77/6/98

Publications

Photocopy of Conybeare’s long letter to Buckland (12pp) December 1818
with detailed suggestions for the lecture.

Original in Devon Record Office.

Typescript draft of Edmonds'’s paper.































































































































