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Description of the collection

The papers were received from Mrs. Dott (widow), via the Scottish Record Office,
Edinburgh.

Norman McOmish Dott was descended from a Huguenot refugee family (originally
D'Ott) which settled in Scotland about 1680. His father and grandfather were fine art
dealers and picture framers in Edinburgh, and after education at George Heriot's School
(see esp. A.32-A.38 for Dott's continuing links with and affection for the school), he was
himself apprenticed as a joiner and an engineer. In 1913 he suffered serious injury to a
hip in an accident, and during his hospitalization and convalescence the observation of
the practice of medicine determined his future career and he entered Edinburgh University
Medical School in 1914. Awarded the Syme Surgical Fellowship in 1921, he worked
with Sir Edward Sharpey-Schafer, and his studies on the Pituitary led to the award of a
Rockefeller Fellowship which enabled him to work as Assistant Resident to Harvey Cushing
at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, Boston, 1923-24 (see under 'Cushing' in index of corres-

pondents).

With the notable exception of this year, from which he returned, in his own words,
"a Cushing disciple, with missionary zeal to establish modern Surgical Neurology in
Edinburgh”, and a briefer visit to Cushing in 1929, Dott remained in his native city
throughout his career. He did much to establish Surgical Neurology there, and was the
first holder of the Chair in that discipline at its University (see B.1-B.10). He was a
Founder Member of the Society of British Neurological Surgeons in 1926 (see F.42-F.106),
and served with Jefferson, Cairns and others on the Brain Injuries Committee of the
M.R.C. during the Second World War (see B.17-B.35). All these activities are well
documented in the collection; see the introductory notes to the separate sections on pps.11,
31,72,74,79,92. In addition, the careful lecture notes in section C give a picture of the
teaching developments in neurosurgery, while the correspondence with Cushing, Jeffer-
son and many other leading figures trace the organization and personalities involved,
especially in the second quarter of this century. There is also an extensive record, in
section F, of the many aspects of public health in Scotland and elsewhere in which Dott
played an active part. Almost all of these relate to care of the disabled, and it was
characteristic of him that he devoted his last spell of professional activity to using his
own experience of colostomy surgery and disability to establishing special clinics to help

other sufferers (see under colostomy in index of medical topics).
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Fuller accounts of Dott's life and career, and of the honours and awards he re-
ceived, can be found in section A, esp. A.1-A.5. Dott said of himself that "perhaps
dearest to his heart is the Freedom of the City of Edinburgh, 1962, being the first award
of this honour to a doctor since it was conferred on Lord Lister and on Sir James Simpson
about a century earlier, and also the Honorary Fellowship of the Royal Society of Medi-
cine, being a recognition of a 'prophet' in his own land".

A collection of Dott's Medals and Certificates of honour is held at the premises

of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.

Photographs, charts and diagrams related to Dott's research and teaching are held
at the Department of Surgical Neurology, University of Edinburgh Medical Scheol,
Western General Hospital, Edinburgh.

Titles and descriptions of items in inverted commas in the list below are those

which appear on the documents.
All items are manuscript unless otherwise stated.

The help of Dr. C.W.M. Whitty in selecting and identifying material, and the
patient care of Mr. J.M. Potter in reading and advising on the draft handlist are very

gratefully acknowledged.
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Contents of the handlist

A. Biographical and personal

B. University of Edinburgh

see introductory note on p.11

c. University of Edinburgh Lectures
Undergraduate lectures C.1 - C.10
Postgraduate lectures C.11 - C.47

D. Lectures, speeches, addresses

see introductory note on p. 31

Es Conferences, visits, lecture tours

see infroductory note on p.60

Fi Committees and Societies
United Kingdom Societies F.1 - F.106
Overseas Societies F.107 - F.125

see introductory note on p. 72

G. Working papers, notes and drawings

H. Correspondence

Outline index of medical topics

Index of principal correspondents

Items
A.1 -A.43
B.1 -B.67
C.1-C.47
D.1 -D.295
E.1 -E.77
F.1 -F.125
G.1 -G.17
H.1 -H.46

Page

11

24

60

72

20

92

98

100
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Section A - Biographical and personal

Al Autobiographical notes, curriculum vitae, lists of appointments
and publications, prepared by Dott for the American College
of Surgeons 1967 and regularly updated by him to 1972.
The notes are in sections as follows, many with pencilled
notes and dates by Dott: ~A. Personal, B, Academic
distinctions, appointments, research, C. Academic appoint-
ments, D. (untitled) Hospital appointments, E. Research,
F. Societies and Distinctions, G. Publications. This is
the fullest list of publications, updated to 1972 and with
starred items '* = Important in Author's Opinion'.

A.2 Misc. biographical notes, career outlines, bibliographies prepared
by Dott for various occasions:

for  The Harvey Cushing Society 1955
Dept. Health for Scotland (Distinction Awards) 1960
Pahlavi University, Shiraz, Iran 1965, see also E.67
Mr. Phillip Harris 1968, see A.3 and A.4
Soc. Neurological Surgeons Golden Jubilee Volume 1969
Who's Who 1969
Scottish Ass. Occupational Therapists 1970

A.3 'Norman M. Dott. A Biographical Sketch'. Xerox copy of
address by Phillip Harris (see A.2, A.4), includes list
(incomplete) of publications to 1968. References to publica-

tions in this list are given in the form Harris ... in other sections
of the collection.

A.4 Dott's 'List of publications' on which above was based, 7 pp. with
ms. additional material.

A.5 Misc. biographical notes compiled at various dates, and requests
for same.

A.6-A.14  Misc. items of biographical interest:

A.6 Envelope of photographs and itemised account for construction
and supplying of operating table for Dott, showing detailed
costs of materials and craftsmen's labour 1926-27; photographs

of various instruments including two signed Norman M. Dott
Aug. 1918.

A.7 Certificate of attendance at University of Paris tuberculosis
course at Berck 1926.

A.8 Corres. re Dott's appointment as Hon. Consultant in Neuro-
Surgery fo the Army in Scotland 1941.

A.9 Letter of renewal of appointment as Surgeon, Dept.
Surgical Neurology, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, 1943.
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A.10
A1l

A.12

A.13

A.14

Section A - Biographical and personal

Award of C.B.E. 1947.
Royal Medical Society (Hon. Fellow) 1955.

Société de Chirurgie de Lyon (Membre Correspondant
Etranger) 1961.

Society of Neurosurgeons of South Africa (Hon. Member) 1965.

Misc. items; includes photographs of Dott, Jefferson and
others, probably taken at 32nd meeting of Society of British
Neurosurgeons at Basingstoke, Nov. 1944 (Symposium on
battle casualties), sent with covering letter dated Feb. 1945,
See F.59.

A.15 Correspondence relating to Chair of Neurological Surgery,

Edinburgh, May-Aug. 1947: includes

Dott's letter of 'personal views' sent to Dean of the Faculty
of Medicine (6 pp.) with red-ink notes and corrections by
G. Jefferson, offer of Chair to Dott, his ms. note of con-
versation with Dean and subsequent acceptance of appointment.
Copy of Dott's 'Commission' to Chair of Neurological
Surgery Nov. 1947.

See also D.52 (Inaugural Address).

A.16 Presentation to Dott of his portrait by Sir William Hutchinson,

June 1960.

Ms. texts of speeches by Sir Geoffrey Jefferson and Prof.
Adams McConnell and Dott's letters of thanks to both, also
his speech of thanks at the presentation. (These documents
include biographical information and reminiscences.)
Photograph taken at the presentation.

A.17-A.22 Conferment of Freedom of City of Edinburgh, 6 July 1962. This

A.18

honour had not been conferred on a medical man for 64 years,
and gave Dott special pleasure.

Correspondence with Lord Provost announcing conferment of
Freedom: includes Dott's letter to Provost Aug. 1962 con-
gratulating him on his Hon. LI.D. and referring to Dott's
'tremendous uplift' at conferment of Freedom.

Text of Lord Provost's presentation speech; ms. draft and
text of Dott's speech of thanks 7 pp., ms. draft of Dott's
speech at lunch aofter presentation, 5 pp.

Pencil notes for 'broadcast' at 9.30 on day of presentation, 4 pp.

Conferment of Freedom of City of Edinburgh, July 1962:
folder of printed material; press-cuttings, lunch invitation
and menu; Dott's list of people to be invited to the ceremony
or to lunch.
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A.19

A.20

A.21

A.22

Section A - Biographical and personal

Misc. corresp. re Dott's speeches on conferment of Freedom
and arrangements to publish text, from:

The Scotsman

George Heriot's School

Scottish Ass. Occupational Therapists
Scottish Medical Journal

Univ. Edin. Journal

Letters of congratulation on conferment of Freedom (not
indexed).

All these letters are accompanied by a reply from Dott,
sometimes including material of biographical interest.

Letters of congratulation, and thanks for invitation, from
those present at ceremony of conferment of Freedom (not
indexed).

Letters of congratulation on conferment of Freedom from
friends, colleagues, members of the general public (not
indexed).

Many of these are from grateful patients; frequently their
letters bear a ms. note by Dott recalling their illness and
freatment.

A.23-A.26 Corresp. etc. relating to Dott's retirement from the Chair of

A.23

A.24

A.25

A.26

Surgical Neurology 1962.

Corresp. with:

Edin. Univ. Medical School

South-Eastern Regional Hosp. Board, Scotland

Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh

Western General Hospital, Edinburgh

Scottish Daily Mail

Pergamon Press (re possible book of memoirs)

Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh (suggesting
Dott might go to Univ. Singapore to help organise
Dept. there).

Personal documents relating to retirement 1962.

Menu of dinner in Dott's honour, Oct. 1962.

Letters from old family friends recalling early events in
Dott's life, including early photograph of Dott and his
brother ¢.1905.

2 speeches given by Dott at retirement dinners given in his
honour by Faculty of Medicine and by Dept. Surgical
Neurology .

Letters on retirement, from colleagues and friends 1962 (not
indexed).

Letters on retirement, from grateful patients 1962 (not indexed).
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A.27

A.28

A.29

A.30

A.31

A.32-A.38

Farewell dinner in honour of George L. Alexander, FRCS,
on retirement from Frenchay Hospital, Bristol, Jan.-March

1967.
(Alexander was one of Dott's earliest colleagues, working
with him in Edinburgh 1933-1948 before moving to Bristol .)

Corresp. and arrangements, menu.

Text of Dott's speech at dinner, 7 pp.

Dinner in honour of Dott's 70th birthday Dec. 1967.
Menu, table-setting, Dott's speech of thanks, 6 pp.
Conferment of Hon. Fellowship, Royal Society of Medicine,
April-July 1968.

Letter announcing award of Fellowship, corresp. re arrange-
ments for ceremony, ms. of Dott's speech of thanks, 2 pp.
16 July 1968.

Conferment of Hon. Fellowship, American College of Surgeons,
1968.

Corresp. on conferment of Fellowship, travel and ceremonial
arrangements, with Director of College, and presenter;
includes bound copy of presentation ceremony. Feb.-Dec. 1968.

(This was the occasion for which Dott prepared the full
biographical and bibliographical information in A.1, and the
corresp. also includes some personal recollections. )

Conferment of Hon. D.M. Edinburgh, July 1969.

General correspondence re arrangements, invitations to
official lunch and dinner, copy of Laureation Address.

George Heriot's School, and Trust 1959-66

Dott was educated at George Heriot's School, Edinburgh
and remained loyal to the school throughout his life, frequently
referring to it in speeches of reminiscence. He played an active
part in the various activities of 'Old Herioters' and the benefactions
and work of George Heriot's Trust, on whose Board of Governors
he served as University representative 1959-1963.

Dott was a frequent guest speaker at commemorations of George
Heriot's School and its many clubs in Scotland and elsewhere. Those
in items A,32-A.38 below are presented chronologically. All the
speeches are ms. and are accompanied by printed literature,
invitations, menus, etc. relating to the occasion.
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Section A - Biographical and personal

A.32 1959 (Tercentenary Year)

Heriot club Annual Dinner, May; annotated menu.

Heriot's Trust Governors Dinner, June. 7 pp. notes,
with menu, etc.

Glasgow Heriot Club dinner, June. 10 pp. speech, with
menu and photograph taken at dinner.

Letters of appointment to serve on Board of Governors, George
Heriot's Trust, as University representative.

A.33 1961

Founder's Day Celebration, June.
Annual Dinner. Speech proposing Toast of the School, 7 pp.
School Prizegiving Speech, 5 pp., with misc. printed material.

A.34 1962

Founder's Day Celebration, June.
Heriot's Trust Dinner. Speech of welcome to guests, 10 pp.

A.35 1963

Heriot Club Annual Dinner, May. Speech of welcome to
guests, 7 pp.

Yorkshire Heriot Club Annual Dinner, Dec. Speech proposing
Toast, 9 pp. with menu.

A.36 1964

Founder's Day Celebrations, June.

George Heriot's Trust Dinner. Toast of the Chairman, 2 pp.,
with annotated menu.

Heriot Club Annual Dinner, notes on speeches.

A.37 1965

Edinburgh Schools Dinner, Singapore, March. Speech, 2 pp.,
with menu.

Heriot Club Annual Dinner, June. 3 speeches, 4 pp., 4 pp.,
2 pp.

Dumfries and Galloway Heriot Club, June. Reply to 'The
Guests', 5 pp., with menu.

Heriot's School, speech to school leavers, June, 5 pp.

Newcastle Heriot Club Annual Dinner, Oct. Speech, 5 pp.,
with notes and correspondence.

Borders Heriot Club, Nov. Toast of the School, 5 pp.

Heriot Club Committee Dinner, Nov. 2 speeches, 4 pp. and 1 p.
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A.38 1966

London Heriot Club, Feb., 4 pp.

Dundee and District Heriot Club, March, 4 pp.

Lancashire and Cheshire Heriot Club, April, 5 pp.

Aberdeen and District Heriot Club Annual Dinner, May.
Speech, 5 pp., with menu.

Founder's Day Celebrations, June.
Dott, then Chairman of the Heriot Club, invited
Prof. Michael Swann, Principal and Vice-Chancellor
Edinburgh University, to propose the Founder's Toast.
ltem includes correspondence, seating and timing
arrangements, drafts for speeches, 6 pp., menu.

Fife Heriot Club, Oct, lecture with slides.

2 undated talks to Heriot clubs, 7 pp. and 5 pp.

A.39,A.40 Dinner speeches given by Dott on medical and social occasions,
with menus, etc.

A.39 1955-1959

Dinner in honour of Miss Gertrude Herzfeld, 1955.

Royal Medical Soc. Annual Dinner 1957, annotated menu.

Faculty of Medicine Dinner 1958, speech, notes, corres-
pondence and letters of appreciation from guests.

Corresp. Sir Walter Mercer
Ernest Fahmy
Dinner for Honorary Graduands 1958, annotated menu.
Annual Dinner, Odonto-Chirurgical Soc. Scotland 1959
Opening of New Administration, Sighthill, 1959.

A.40 1960-1967

'Dinner of Associates - Past and Present’, 1960.

Biennial Dinner of the Fellows in Dental Surgery, 1960.
Speech and notes.

Dinner in honour of Sister Innes, on her retirement from
Royal Edin. Hosp. for Sick Children, 1961, with
letters of thanks.

Biennial Dinner of the Fellows in Dental Surgery, 1962.

Mess Dinner, Residency, Roy. Infirmary of Edin. 1962.

Moynihan Chirurgical Club, meeting in Edin., 1962,
speech with invitation, programme of meeting, menu.

Misc. texts of speeches given at farewell parties on retire-
ment, 1962.

Dundee Angling Club Centenary Dinner, 1962.

Royal Medical Soc. Presidents' Annual Dinner, 1963,
annotated menu.

Dinner given by Dott for Prof. and Mrs. John Gillingham
(Dott's successor), 1963. Text of 2 speeches.
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A.41-A.43 Misc. social souvenirs.
A.4] Signed or annotated menus, various dates 1947-62.

A.42,A.43 Misc. dinner menus, for medical and university feasts,
Burns nights, Heriot clubs, etc. 2 folders.
Dott was a guest, but not a speaker, on these occasions
(not sorted or indexed).
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Section B = University of Edinburgh

The material is divided broadly into four sections:

I B.1 - B.36. The development of neuro-surgery in Edinburgh and
Dott's part in establishing it as a recognised discipline 1929-38
(B.1-B.10); including papers relating to the work of Dott and
his Brain Injuries Unit during the Second World War (B.11-B.16),
and his service on The Brain Injuries Committee and other war
service (B.17-B.36). See also H.34.

I B.37 - B.48.  University of Edinburgh Faculty of Medicine;
committees on medical education, staffing ratios, curriculum,
etc. 1955-1965.
(Dott's lectures given for the Faculty of Medicine appear in
Section C.)

" B.49 - B.62. Planning and building of the new Royal Infirmary
and esp. the Dept. of Surgical Neurology, 1955-61.
Because of the academic and administrative links between
the University, the Hospital and Regional Boards there is
of necessity some overlap between Il and Ill.

v B.63 - B.67. Misc. University of Edinburgh Committee and
offices served by Dott.

B.1-B.10 Correspondence, reports and papers relating to the development
of Neuro=Surgery in Edinburgh 1929-36

In 1924, on his return from a year as assistant to Harvey Cushing
in Boston, Dott began work as a neuro-surgeon in Edinburgh. Although
he held appointments at the Royal Infirmary as Clinical Tutor in
Surgery, and in the University as Lecturer in Surgery and Pediatric
Surgery, and although he was frequently consulted by colleagues
in the Edinburgh public hospitals, he had no public hospital beds,
research facilities or official appointment in his specialty; he
financed his work on his fees, and operated from a private nursing
home. As his reputation increased, the pressure grew for the
incorporation of Neuro-surgery (later Surgical Neurology) in the
academic and hospital organisation.

The correspondence and reports below deal with such matters
as the various possibilities for the physical housing of such work
(within the Jordanburn Nerve Hospital, the Royal Infirmary or an
extension thereof), its financing by hospital and outside funds
such as the Rockefeller Foundation, and the nature and location of
Dott's own appointment. The material includes reports, projects
and appeals drawn up by Dott and others, letters of appeal and
recommendation etc., and is presented chronologically as far as
possible.
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The chief correspondents (chronological order) are:

Sir David Percival Dalbreck Wilkie
George Matthew Robertson

Sir Harold Jalland Stiles

Edward Arnold Carmichael

Logan Turner

James Lorrain Smith

Wilfred Trotter

Edwin Bramwell

Sir Geoffrey Jefferson

Sir Sydney Alfred Smith

Alan Gregg (Rockefeller Foundation)
Sir Alexander Grant

B.1 (Copy) letter to Sir David Wilkie re possible unit for Dott's work
at Jordanburn Nerve Hospital, Sept. 1929.

B.2 Statement re Surgical Neurological work in Edinburgh by
N.M. Dott (gives a full account of Dott's work 1924-30 and
his future plans), May 1930.

B.3 Corresp. Oct.-Dec. 1930 re link with Royal Infirmary, with:
Sir David Wilkie
George M. Robertson

B.4 Corresp. Dec. 1930, includes letter re appeal to Rockefeller
Foundation by G.M. Robertson, and statement by Dott on
'Present Position re R.1.E."
G.M. Robertson
Sir Harold Stiles

B.5 Corresp. Jan. 1931 re post of Honorary Assistant Surgeon,
National Hospital, Queen Square, London.

Dott applied for this post, partly in order to hasten a decision
about his position at Edinburgh, and later withdrew his applica-
tion. The corresp. includes interesting material about
neurology and neuro-surgery in U.K. at that time.

Edward Arnold Carmichael

Logan Turner

Sir David Wilkie

B.6 Corresp. Jan. 1931; autograph and typescript copies of letters to
various colleagues, outlining his plans, the history of the
project to date, and asking their support. Letters to:

Harvey Cushing (full account of Dott's plans)

Edwin Bramwell

G.M. Robertson

Sir David Wilkie

James Lorrain Smith (and reply)

Wilfred Trotter (and reply)
ms. note by Dott, used as basis for his corresp., with heading
'Question as between final development in R.1.E. or at
separate clinic - e.g. Jordanburn', 3 pp.
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B.7 Continuing corresp. Feb.-July 1931 re Dott's appointment, work,
financing by Rockefeller Foundation:
Wilfred Trotter
G.M. Robertson
Sir David Wilkie
Sir Geoffrey Jefferson
G. Elliot Smith
E. Bramwell

B.8 Continuing corresp. Aug.1931-May 1932, esp. re administrative

relations and physical organisation of Dott's work between
Royal Infirmary, Jordanburn Nerve Hospital and private
clinics; Dott's letter to Sir Sydney Smith of 29 April 1932
containing a detailed account of developments up to that date:

G.M. Robertson

Sir Sydney Smith

Alan Gregg

B.9 Text of further appeal for funds, outlining history and funding of
brain surgery in Edinburgh, n.d. but probably 1936.
Letter from Sir Alexander Grant in reply to that, or similar
appeal, agreeing to give £5,000 for 7 years for Dott's
Department. The letter says, in part,'As | explained to you,
| am really not in a position to give the full amount all at
once and, frankly, | would not have been willing to have
parted with it for any other object, but the scheme you
explained to me appeals to me so much | cannot help it, even
if | have to go into debt'.  June 1936.

Dott's Dept. was opened by Lady Grant in 1938 on 'Ward 20°;
originally the female Venereal Disease ward of the Infirmary;
this had been vacated and established as the Dept. of Neuro-
logical Surgery by the generosity of Sir Alexander Grant, the
purchase of equipment being assisted by the Rockefeller

Foundation via the University of Edinburgh. See also H.34.

B.10 Misc. reports and notes drawn up by Dott to further his plans, n.d.
but probably 1930-31.
'Practical advance in management of central nervous disease’
'Premises and equipment’
'Staff, remuneration, etc.'
'Points that might appeal with special force to Rockefeller

Foundation'

'Points that might appeal with particular force to Asylums Board'

(included with this material is a copy of the Statement of
Evidence prepared for submission to the Committee on Scottish
Health Services by Roy. Coll. Surg. Edin., 1934.)
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B.11-B.36  Papers and corresp. relating to Second World War, 1939-43

On the outbreak of war, it was expected that heavy air attacks
might take place on all major cities, and the 'Brain Injuries Unit'
was set up at Bangour, West Lothian, with 80 beds and 2 temporary
operating theatres.  Active neurological surgery for civilians and
members of the armed forces was transferred to Bangour, while 'Ward
20' at R.1.E. was used mainly for out-patients. A substantial
5-year grant from the Rockefeller Foundation enabled Dott to recruit
and train a specialist staff and establish Edinburgh as a major centre
of Surgical Neurology. B.11-B.16 relate mainly to the move to
Bangour and arrangements for finance and staff. An account of the

work of Scottish Centres 1940-45 can be found in F.40.

On a wider front, Dott served on the Brain Injuries Committee
of the Medical Research Council, and as Regional Consultant in
Neuro-surgery, and with Jefferson and Cairns played a part in
establishing procedures and units for the treatment of brain injuries,
notably the 'mobile units' advocated by Hugh Cairns. B.17-B.35
deal with this work.

Although most of the documents relate to 'war work', other
matters, such as publications, cases and their treatment are discussed, and
the correspondence with Jefferson in particular is of a very friendly
and relaxed nature.

B.11-B.16  Corresp. re Dott's 'Brain Injuries Unit' at Bangour 1939-41

B.11 Corresp. Sept.=-0ct.1939 with Macdonald Critchley and others re
treatment of Naval casualties in Scotland by Dott's unit.

B.12 Corresp. Oct.-Nov.1939 re Dott's wish to use his resources at
Bangour fully by enlarging intake of patients to other branches
of Armed Forces:

C.P. Symonds

B.13 Corresp. Dec.1939-May 1940 re transfer to Bangour, finance,
organisation, etc.

B.14 Corresp. July-Nov. 1940 on rehabilitation at Bangour Hospital;
includes copy of Brain Injuries Committee paper on rehabilitation
by 'Group-Captain Symonds and Col. Cairns' and Dott's own
paper Oct.1940 on 'Bangour Hospital Rehabilitation Scheme'.

B.15 Corresp. (mainly administrative) re Bangour and appointments to its
staff Oct.-Nov. 1940.

B.16 Corresp. with George Riddoch re Bangour unit, its administration
and personnel, April 1941.

See also D.38-40, D.42, D.43, F.60, H.6.
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B.17-B.30  Papers re Brain Injuries Committee (B.l.C.)

The Committee was appointed by Medical Research Council to
co-ordinate research, circulate information, maintain records and
make recommendations for research. The Chairman was E.D. (later
Lord) Adrian, Sec. E.A. Carmichael; Members of the Committee
included: F.C. Bartlett, H.(W.B.) Cairns, M. Critchley, N.M. Dott,
J.G. Greenfield, G. Jefferson, A. Lewis, E. Prideaux, G. Riddoch,
C.P. Symonds. The committee papers are presented in chronological
order of the meetings, together withmemos. and reports for discussion.
Almost all the papers have ms. notes and comments by Doftt; corres-
pondence etc. relating to a particular meeting or point of discussion
has been left in the sequence.

See also F.55.

B.17 Preliminary material: paper by G. Jefferson 'on the care of patients
with injuries to the head and spine’, and on regional neuro-
surgical centres, 2 Sept. 1939, and a letter to Dott re location
and frequency of meetings of B.1.C. The letter, on exercise-
book paper, was written 'in air-raid shelter (super-cellar) since
8.0 p.m.' n.d. ? Nov.-Dec.1940, and refers also to Dott's
Rockefeller support, air-raids, etc.

B.18 Paper re first meeting of B.1.C. 7 March 1940; includes papers
B.I.C. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 10, 11, with Dott's annotations.

B.19 Second meeting of B.l.C. 28 March 1940; includes B.I.C. papers
12, 13, 14, 15,with Dott's annotations.

B.20 Third meeting of B.I1.C. 2 May 1940, B.l.C. 16.

B.21 Fourth meeting of B.1.C. 30 May 1940, includes B.I.C. papers
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, with Dott's annotations; includes
ms. note by Dott headed 'Bartlett' (perhaps notes on a paper
or contribution by F.C. Bartlett); letter from Dott to Sec.
re future policy of the committee, and formation of sub-
committees (Dott chaired Sub-Committee Il on Traumatic
Epilepsy); letter from Dott to C.P. Symonds on 'Glossary
of Psychological terms' July 1940.

B.22 Fifth meeting of B.1.C, 27 June 1940, includes B.|.C. papers
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, with Dott's annotations;
includes corresp. with E. Arnold Carmichael re post-
traumatic headache, July 1940, to accompany B.l.C. 26.

B.23 Sixth meeting of B,1.C. 1 Aug. 1940, includes B.l1.C. paper 31.
B.24 Seventh meeting of B.1.C. 19 Sept. 1940, includes B.l.C. papers

32, IB.1.C. 3, with Dott's annotations and ms. note by Dott
on 'E.M.S." (Emergency Medical Service).



16

N.M. Dott
CSAC 55/9/77 Section B - University of Edinburgh

B.25 Eighth meeting of B.1.C. 24 Oct. 1940, includes B.1.C. papers
34, 35, with Dott's annotations.

B.26 Ninth meeting of B.1.C. 3 Dec. 1940, includes B.I.C. papers
36, 37, JILB.I.C. 1

B.27 Corresp. with E. Arnold Carmichael and Geoffrey Jefferson re
'Glossary of Psychological Terms' prepared by B.1.C.

B.28 Tenth meeting of B.1.C. 4 March 1971, includes unnumbered
B.1.C. paper on research work by investigators at various
cenfres.

B.29 Misc. B.1.C. papers 41(a), 55 (this is Hugh Cairns's illustrated
report on the use of crash helmets), and a brief summary of a
meeting '28/2/42. H.C. [Cairns], G.J. LJefferson] and
G.L.A. [Alexander] present'.

B.30 Misc. duplicated papers relating to opening of Military Hospital
(Head Injuries) at St. Hugh's College, Oxford Feb. 1940,
and timetable of lectures etc. at 'course of instruction'
held there Dec. 1941.

B.31-B.34  Papers and corresp. re Regional Advisers in Neuro-surgery

B.31 Papers on management and treatment of head injuries dated 9/9/40,
by G. Jefferson with extensive annotations by Dott, advocating
Regional Consultants to supervise head injuries and co-ordinate
views through monthly meetings with him.

B.32 Committee papers of meetings of Regional Advisers in Neuro-surgery,
Feb. and April 1941.

B.33 Corresp. with Jefferson June 1941 re staffing difficulties esp.
view of Cairns's demand for 3 more mobile teams; |ncludes
agenda for 3rd Regional Advisers meeting.

B.34 Corresp. with Jefferson Sept.-Nov. 1941, re Regional Consultants
meetings Sept. or Dec., with discussion of forms for medical
records and Dott's appointment as Consultant to Scottish
Board of Health Emergency Medical Service.

B.35 Corresp. with Hugh Cairns and George Riddoch re staffing of E.M.S.
and mobile neuro-surgery teams, Aug.-Sept. 1942.
B.36 Corresp. re Medical History of the War, Scottish Section 1943.

Invitation from J.M. Macintosh (General Editor of Scottish
Section) to act as 'Watcher' for Skull and Brain Injuries
with responsibility for noting any special developments in the
subject during the war years in Scotland.



N.M. Dott

17

CSAC 55/9/77 Section B - University of Edinburgh

B.37-B.48

University of Edinburgh Faculty of Medicine

B.37-B.39

B.37

B.38

B.39

B.40

Medical Curriculum, 1955-60

Reports, committee papers and correspondence on organisa-
tion and proposed changes in medical education. 3 folders.

1955-58.

Copy of Report on Undergraduate Medical Education prepared
by Edinburgh Pathological Club March 1955, with letter by
Dott expressing mixed reactions and enclosing his own sug-
gestions for the Edinburgh medical course, 3 pp.

Letter from Dott with suggestions for 5th year 'specials’ Nov.
1955.

Minutes of Special Meeting to discuss above Report, 1956.

Memorandum on teaching of Psychological Medicine 1956,
annotated by Dott.

Corresp. with Prof. K. Hill on medical curriculum, following
Dott's Graduation Address (see B.64) 1958.

1955 and 1960

Committee papers on review of curriculum prepared for General
Medical Council March 1960, and for interim policy during
rebuilding.

Draft memorandum to University Grants Committee, on problems
during rebuilding, annotated by Dott, April 1960.

Memorandum on Medical Curriculum prepared by Dott 1955
and sent to \D. Whitteridge 1959.

2 pp. ms. notes by Dott on medical curriculum.
1959-60

Misc. duplicated reports prepared by various individuals,
University Committees and working parties on aspects of
medical education - entry, course requirements, student
wastage, examinations and methods, etc. Many undated.
(c) 1959-1960.

Neurological unit, Northern General Hospital, 1956-60

Reports, correspondence and papers re Neurological Unit,
mainly exchanged with J.A. Simpson, Physician in charge of unit.

Includes various memoranda, grant applications and notes of
meetings which enable plans for equipment, staffing and research
of Unit to be followed; many of the documents bear Dott's comments
or his summaries of decisions taken at meetings or committees.
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In 1959 Dr. Simpson applied to the Wolfson Foundation
for support for a Neurological Research Unit in Edinburgh (a
copy of the application is in the folder); on this occasion
Dott wrote in support of the proposal to Sir Stanford Cade and
Lord Evans.

B.41 Dept. Surgical Neurology

(See B.55-B.57 for Dott's brief for academic areas of Dept.

at new hospital, prepared for Univ. Edinburgh Faculty of
Medicine.)

Courses for General Practitioners

Misc. timetables, stencilled material, and brief corresp. on
courses for general practitioners:

Some aspects of Surgical Neurology, 1959
Psychological Medicine, 1962

(arranged by Edinburgh Postgraduate Board of Medicine and
Dept. Psychological Medicine).

B.42 Dept. Surgical Neurology
Nursing Studies

Corresp., memos. and notes re courses for post-registration
nursing training in specialised clinical work, 1960-61.

B.43 Dept. Surgical Neurology
Visit of Dr. K. Kristiansen (Oslo) on Foreign University
Interchange Scheme, 1960.

Arrangements for visit, schedule of activities, notes of
Dott's introductory remarks at a lecture by Kristiansen, and
at a farewell dinner. See also E.24,

B.44 Committee to deal with Review Committee on Medical Staffing
Structure in Scottish Hospitals, 1962

Memorandum and letter from Dott to Dean of Faculty on grades
of clinical appointments, etc.

Memorandum on similar subject, heavily annotated by Dott.

Committee minutes and reports, annotated by Dott (Jan.,
Feb., March, April) 1962.

B.45-B.48  Misc. documents prepared or assembled by Dott re medical staffing,
with special reference to the Platt report on Medical Staffing
Structure in the Hospital Service, HMSO 1961, and the '"Wright
Committee' appointed to review medical staffing in Scottish
hospitals (Chairman J.H. Wright, Sec. R.R.W. Stewart), 1961-62

See also F.88 papers and corresp. on Medical Staffing Structure
in Scottish Hospitals for Soc. Brit. Neurol. Surg.
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B.45 Copy of Platt report, printed matter and press-cuttings re
Report and Committee, 1961.

B.46 Documents re staffing of Dept. Surgical Neurology and its expansion
after opening at new Dept. of Western General Hospital in 1959,
annotated and updated to 1962.

Dott's review of work of his Dept., prepared for University Grants
Committee 1960 and his Quinquennial Estimates 1962-67.

B.47 Corresp. re medical staffing at Dundee (Univ. Sf. Andrews) and
duplicated report.

B.48 Dott's report for Review Committee on Staffing at Dept. Surgical
Neurology, Jan. 1962.

Letter from Dott on staff appointment and apportionment of salary
as between NHS/University, 1965.

B.49-B.62  The Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh (and associated hospitals)

B.49 Modernisation and rebuilding plans.

Copy of Memorandum on Modernisation of Royal Infirmary, prepared
by Business Committee, annotated by Dott and with letter of
comments by him to T. McW. Miller, June 1955.

Second copy of Memorandum, August 1955.
Memorandum on Orthopaedic Service, with annotations by Dott.

Memorandum on Radiotherapy Service at new Western General Hospital .

B.50 Misc. reports on hospital organisation and medical education
commissioned during planning of new hospitals in Edinburgh:
Canada 1956
Scandinavia 1956
Buffalo 1956
Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland,
France 1957
Pathology, USA 1959
USA 1959
USA and Canada 1960
press—cuttings 1957, 1959
B.51 Misc. reports on medical organisation, assembled by Dott:
Kuala Lumpur 1969

Johns Hopkins Med. School 1969
Social Security Medical care
(world survey) 1970
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B.52-B.54 Accident Service and S.0O.P.D.

Committee papers, plans, reports and correspondence on
rebuilding of 'S.O.P.D." (Surgical Out-Patients Department)
at Royal Infirmary Edinburgh, including accident and emergency
surgical care and surgical teaching. 3 folders.

See also C.42
B.52 1957-61

Duplicated memos. on problems of rebuilding of S.O.P.D.,
some annotated by Dott, Dec. 1957.

Dott's own memo. on S.O.P.D., Jan. 1958, typescript ond
ms. 7 pp.

Dott's ms. notes and diagrams for 'Poly Clinic' and O.P. suite,
4 pp.
Dott's ms. notes on similar project, 1 p.

Letters, Jan.-May 1958 on rebuilding plans from Dott to
Sir John Bruce, Prof. J.l.P. James, Prof. J.H.F. Brotherston,
Mr. J.R. Cameron.

Committee papers and reports, most annotated by Dott, June,
Oct. 1959, May, July 1960.

Dott's ms. note 'Future of Ward 20' (Surgical Neurology),
2 pp., with covering letter to accompany completed memo.
Dec. 1960.

Dott's ms. notes on 'Ancesth. Meeting 12.12.61', 3 pp., and
3 pp. other notes on staffing.

Printed report on Accident Services.
B.53 1959-61

Corresp. dealing with planning of new out-patients dept. at
Western General Hospital .

(Corresp. begins with Edinburgh Northern Hospital Group and
continues with South-Eastern Regional Hospital Board. )

The correspondence deals with the distribution of facilities
for neuro-surgery, with special reference to out-patients, as
between the two major teaching hospitals (Royal Inf. and
Western Gen. Hosp.). Dott's letter of 19 April 1960 gives a very
clear account of his view on the appointment of staff, space and
time for inpatient and out-patient work at the two hospitals.

A report of the Out-Patient Working Party for Western Gen.
Hosp. is included.

Corresp.:
Charles W.A. Falconer
F. John Gillingham
Thomas McW. Miller
Eric Samuel
Phillip Harris
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B.54

B.55-B.57

B.55

B.56

B.57

B.58

B.59

1961-62

Committee papers and correspondence, mainly re meeting

of Hospital Planning {long-term policy) Committee, Dec. 1961,
to consider memoranda presented by Professors Bruce and
Woodruff, Profassor J.l.P. James, Professor Dott. (Copies

of all memoranda, annotated by Dott, are included.)

2 reports on accident services in Royal Inf., n.d., one with
2 pp. ms. comments by Dott.

Other notes by Dott on relations between Roy. Inf. and
Western Gen. Hosp.

Correspondence with Professor J.|.P. James on Bruce-Woodruff
Memo., 1962.

Copy of printed report on accident services, annotated by
Dott.

Academic Areas for new Royal Infirmary and Western General
Hospital, 1960-61. 2 folders.

Invitation to Dott to take responsibility of preparing brief for
academic area of Dept. Neurosurgery, his acceptance, and
misc. committee papers and procedure for preparation of
brief (many annotated by Dott), 1960.

Misc. notes by Dott while preparing brief, and his comments on
submission of requirements by colleagues.

Typescript of brief 'Department of Surgical Neurology, Edinburgh,
at the Royal Infirmary and Western General Hospital', 14 pp.
+ 2 pp. Appendices.

3 books of 'jotting slips' (some loose pages inserted). No indication
of date or place, but Dott's pencil notes seem to be accounts
of meetings or conversations about staff appointments, develop-
ment of Neuro-surgical department, hospital planning and
relations with university teaching, etc.  One of the books
also contains several sketch-plans for the layout of wards and
residential accommodation (probably during planning of new
Dept. Surg. Neurol.)

Opening of Dept. Surgical Neurology, Western General Hospital,
1960.
Press-cuttings and news items.
Account of department by John Holt, 9 pp.

Ms. speech by Dott on unveiling of mural by Robert Lyon,
commissioned by Edwin Austin Abbey Memorial Trust, in
Dept. Surg. Neurol. 1962, with photographs.

See D.147.
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B.60 Various photographs of equipment, methods of treatment, rooms,
wards etc. taken at opening of new Dept. Surgical
Neurology, Western Gen. Hosp.

Copy of official brochure re Dept., which includes an account
by Dott of 'Development of Surgical Neurology in Edinburgh,
1925-1960".

B.6l1 Sub-committee on Skin Sterilisation appointed by Hospital Com-
mittee, Feb.1961-Dec.1962.

Committee papers and reports; includes Dott's memorandum
on the techniques of skin degermination as used with success
in his department.

Some corresp. with other members of Committee.

B.62 'Pediatrics and Children's Hospitals', 1964-65.

Correspondence and papers relating to question of building
Children's Hospitals as separate institutions or incorporating
them in General Hospital sites: with special reference to the
siting and location of Royal Hosp. for Sick Children, Edinburgh.

Includes carbons of Dott's letters on the subject to:

the Editor, The Lancet, 1964
the Chairman, SE. Regional Hosp. Board, 1965
the Editor, The Scotsman, 1965

Misc. press-cuttings of other letters to Scotsman and Lancet.

B.63-B.67  University of Edinburgh: misc. committees and offices.

B.63 William Ramsay Henderson Trust, 1954-73

The Trust was formed to administer money bequeathed in 1829
by William Henderson to further work in 'The Science of Phrenology’,
later interpreted as 'anything to do with the head'. The fund was
generally used to further lectures and publications in neurology and
the central nervous system.” Dott served as a Trustee 1955-73.

The file includes committee papers, suggestions or particulars
of lectures or publications sponsored by the Trust, correspondence
with other Trustees, Memorandum of Trust's activities 1928-1971.

Corresp.: J.C. Brash
George J. Romanes

B.64 Graduation Ceremonial July 1958. (Dott gave the Promotor's Address. )

Printed copy of address, and programme of ceremonial with
typed notes of procedure; typed version of address, with ms.
corrections differing from printed text; letter of thanks and
congratulation for copy of address.

See also B.37.
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B.65 Senatus Sub-Committee on Educational Television and Broad-
casting.
Committee papers and reports, and brief correspondence
April 1961-Dec. 1962.

B.66 Misc. short notes on examinations and staffing, 1963.

B.67 Special (Elsie Stephenson) Fund Committee, 1968-73.

Miss Elsie Stephenson was Director of Nursing Studies, Univ.
Edin., until her early death in 1967. An appeal was launched
to commemorate her work for the nursing profession and Dott
served on the committee constituted to manage the fund.

File includes draft of appeal letter, and list of contributors,
Committee papers and correspondence, particulars of Elsie
Stephenson Memorial Lectures and Text of First Lecture
given by Prof. Helen Carpenter, March 1973.

Corresp. W.H. Gardner (Elsie Stephenson's husband)
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Section C - University of Edinburgh Lectures

C.1-C.10  Undergraduate lectures 1946-1960

The lectures are in autograph manuscript or typescript,
usually fully written but sometimes in note form. Many bear
a title though it is not always clear in what order they were
given within the course.

Several series of lectures were given regularly, and many
of the manuscripts show careful revisions and updatings; there
are therefore several versions of Dott's lectures on many of the
topics listed below.

The material is presented in chronological order so far as
this can be ascertained. Titles and descriptions in inverted
commas are those which appear on the manuscripts.

NB. See D.19, a lecture dated 1931, inscribed 'Delivered
11/6/31 undergraduate',. but not kept by Dott with his Edin.
Univ. lectures.

| Duplicated syllabus of programme of surgery lectures, and of
material for distribution to class, 1946. (This was the year
before Dott became first Prof. of Neurol. Surg.)

C.2 Course of lectures, n.d. ? 1946.
Outline of course and subjects to be covered, 9 pp.
'Importance of C.N.S."' [Central Nervous System].
'Head Injury’.
'Increased Intracranial Pressure (chronic)'.

'Acute Increased Intracranial Pressure'.

'Physiology and Anatomy', with ms. note signed 'A.P."
[Andrew Paterson] beginning, 'No, | could not possibly
improve on your selection of psychological functions in
connection with the anatomy and physiology of the ner-
vous system'.

'‘Epilepsy'.
Untitled lecture (on nervous reflex activity).

Misc. brief notes for lectures, and for demonstrations
(lists of slides, or ward visits).
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C.3 'Dec. 1947 U.G. Surgery' (lecture on disorders of central
nervous system). The remaining lectures are undated,
but were kept in the same folder.

'Head Injuries’.

'Intracranial Tumours'.

'Intracranial Pyogenic Infections'.

'Intracranial Aneurysmal Formations'.

'Pain’.

'Epilepsy' (text as in C.2, with extra page added on pre-
frontal leucotomy).

'Spinal Cord'.

Misc. notes, list of slides and illustrations to be made,
comments on various topics and their freatment in the
lectures (not in Dott's hand).

C.4 'Surgical Neurology - Surgery Lectures. February-March 1949,

A set of 10 lectures, with booklist, on similar topics to
those given in 1946 and 1947, duplicated typescript with
extensive ms. corrections and additions, 45 pp.

C.5 'Surgery Lectures - Surgical Neurology', 1956.

Ms. of course of lectures, given by Dott in 1956. The
lectures were typed and duplicated, and subsequently
updated as required (see also C.6, C.7). The lectures
cover the following topics:

Central Nervous System; Expanding Lesions; Head
Injuries; Management of Head Injuries; Operative
Surgery of Cranio-Cerebral Trauma; Intracranial
Pyogenic Infections; Intracranial Aneurysmal
Formations; Carotid Artery Thrombosis; Pain;
Epilepsy; Surgery for Primary Mental Disorders;
Infantile Hydrocephalus.

C.6 'Surgery Lectures - surgical neurology', ms. date added 1956.

Course of lectures with slides, duplicated typescript and
ms. notes, 54 pp., and Dott's ms. introduction to the
course. (Typed version of C.5.)

C.7 Another version of above, but with extensive ms. notes and
additions, and several additional pages. n.d.

25



















































































































































































































































