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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

PROVENANCE

The papers were received from Dr Marion Hanbury Brown, daughter of Robert Hanbury Brown, in
August 2003 and August 2006.

OUTLINE OF THE CAREER OF ROBERT HANBURY BROWN

Robert Hanbury Brown was born on 31 August 1916 in Aruvankadu, South India, where his father
was in charge of a cordite factory. He was sent to England to be educated and attended Cottesmore
Preparatory School in Hove, Sussex, from the age of eight to fourteen. In 1930 he entered Tonbridge
School in Kent, switching to Brighton Technical College after only two years. The decision was partly
the product of strained family finances — his parents had divorced when he was about nine and in
1932 his stepfather disappeared in a cloud of debt — but Hanbury Brown had long shown an active
interest in technological matters. His grandfather (the irrigation engineer Sir Robert Hanbury Brown)
was one of the early pioneers of radio, and his legal guardian after his parents’ divorce was a

consulting radio engineer. Hanbury Brown remembered his childhood as a happy time spent ‘always

making radio sets or building sornething'.1

At Brighton Technical College he studied for an external degree in the University of London,
graduating B.Sc. with first class honours in electrical engineering at the age of nineteen. At this time
appeared also his first publication (with his student friend Vic Tyler), on ‘Lamp polar curves on the
cathode-ray oscillograph’. With a grant from East Sussex County Council he then embarked on a
postgraduate course in advanced studies on telegraphy and telephony at City & Guilds of London
Institute, then part of Imperial College. At the time he hoped to complete a doctorate in radio
engineering and to pursue a career that would combine his interest in radio with flying, for which he

had developed a yen.

Hanbury Brown's involvement both with the new University of London Air Squadron and with cathode-
ray tubes drew the interest of the Rector of Imperial College, Henry Tizard. Tizard chaired a
committee that had recently been set up by the Air Ministry to find ways of protecting Britain from
possible attack from enemy aircraft. Through Tizard's intervention Hanbury Brown came to be
recruited into an experimental project instigated by Robert Watson-Watt, to develop a system of radio-
location using pulse/echo technique for aircraft detection. In August 1836 Hanbury Brown joined what
would grow into the Telecommunications Research Establishment (TRE) and helped develop Chain
Home, an air surveillance system of ground stations along the East and South Coasts that proved
vital in the 1940 Battle of Britain. From the autumn of 1937 he worked in the airborne radar group
under E. G. Bowen, which transferred to the USA in 1942 for a joint British-American mission on air
defence. Returning three years later he rejoined TRE, helping the Air Historical Branch of the Air

" Interview with R. Bhathal, 10 February 1995. See A.30.
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Ministry write an account of airborne radar and working on the application of the pulsed navigational
aid GEE to civil aviation. A research consultancy set up by Watson-Watt in 1947 offered more
interesting prospects for the conversion of wartime developments into peacetime technologies.
Hanbury Brown allowed himself to be recruited and worked as a consulting engineer until Watson-
Watt decided to move the firm to Canada. After pondering a number of career possibilities, he
returned to academia in the autumn of 1949, when he started as a Ph.D. student in radio astronomy
at the University of Manchester.

It has been said that the story of radio astronomy effectively began with the return of physicists from
wartime radar development and ‘with their eagerness and ability to follow up certain discoveries made

accidentally in a military context’.? Hanbury Brown very much exemplifies this story — though as an

engineer as much as a physicist. His impact at Jodrell Bank, where Manchester’'s radio astronomy
group was based, was instantaneous. The development for which he achieved his greatest distinction
lay in interferometry, indeed in showing how the principle of the intensity interferometer could be
applied to optical interferometry. In 1956, he and the mathematician R. Q. Twiss showed on the basis
of a laboratory experiment that the time of arrival of photons at two separate detectors was correlated
(Hanbury Brown-Twiss effect). Physicists struggled with the idea, photon correlation being
inconceivable from a quantum theoretical perspective; yet Hanbury Brown and Twiss proceeded to
demonstrate on the example of the star Sirius how the phenomenon could be used in an
interferometer to measure the apparent angular diameter of bright visual stars. Their work earned

them a Michelson Medal for opening up the subject of quantum optics.

With the controversy over the Hanbury Brown-Twiss effect in full swing, Hanbury Brown proposed a
large optical interferometer to measure the diameters of other main sequence stars. The Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research agreed to fund the initial design costs and a large part of the
eventual construction costs for an instrument consisting of two reflectors, mounted on a circular
railway track 188 metres in diameter. The instrument was manufactured in Britain and Italy, but built in
the Australian bush near Narrabri in New South Wales. The construction of the Narrabri Stellar
Intensity Interferometer (NSII) at a fairly remote site was a heroic task, which kept Hanbury Brown full-
time in Australia. In 1964, two years into the mission, he resigned from the personal chair which the
University of Manchester had created for him in 1960, and accepted an appointment as Professor of
Physics (Astronomy) at the University of Sydney. Despite tempting offers to go elsewhere after the
NSIl was decommissioned in 1974, he stayed on to explore a next generation instrument. This was
not to be another intensity interferometer as initially envisaged, but a modernised Michelson
interferometer. As Hanbury Brown himself was keen to emphasize, the development of this
technically demanding instrument, the Sydney University Stellar Interferometer (SUSI), became the
project of his colleague John Davis. It took almost twenty years to design the SUSI and to ensure that
it was built. The SUSI opened in 1991, ten years after Hanbury Brown officially retired.

? D. Edge and M. Mulkay, Astronomy Transformed. The Emergence of Radio Astronomy in Britain (John Wiley,
1976), ix.
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Hanbury Brown's commitments to science manifested beyond the instruments and institutions with
which he was most visibly affiliated. His involvements in such ventures of the 1970s as the Anglo-
Australian-Telescope (AAT) or the Science Task Force both illustrate in their way how he envisaged
future science. For instance, he used a job interview for the directorship of the new AAT to criticize
centralist tendencies in Australian science funding, pleading for greater equality of the state
universities vis-a-vis the flagship of Australian academia, the Australian National University. Likewise,
as a member of the Science Task Force, a consultative committee of the Royal Commission on
Australian Government Administration, he expressed his concerns over changes in the scientific
ethos under government funding, which had become the norm after World War |l. The now classic
report of the Task Force, Towards Diversity and Adaptability (1975), was imbued with the ideal of

scientific autonomy.

Over the years Hanbury Brown developed his dimension as a public scientist also in his writings and
his lectures. He became an interpreter of science who explained to non-expert audiences his
particular science, interferometry, as well as his views on the scientific enterprise more broadly. His
broadcasts and other public performances bear this out, as do such monographs as his account of
The Intensity Interferometer (1974) or the more philosophical Man and the Stars (1978) and The
Wisdom of Science (1986). In his last publication, There are no Dinosaurs in the Bible, which he had
written for his grandchildren and which appeared posthumously, he returned to a theme that had
occupied him over a number of decades, the relations between science and religion. Another subject
close to his heart was his wartime experiences. Hanbury Brown's friendships from the radar days
lasted a lifetime, and he continued to explore the history of radar with younger radar buffs, through
reunions and celebratory occasions, in television programmes and sound recordings, and in his
autobiography, Boffin: A Personal Story of the Early Days of Radar, Radio Astronomy and Quantum
Optics (1991). Indeed, he was rumoured to have been the prototype prompting the expression ‘boffin’
(for a technological expert).

Hanbury Brown accumulated many honours during his long career. He was elected a Fellow of the
Royal Society in 1960 and a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Science in 1967. In 1986, he was

made a Companion of the Order of Australia.

He married Hilda Heather Chesterman in 1952. They had one daughter and two sons (twins). He died
on 16 January 2002.

DESCRIPTION OF THE COLLECTION

Although there is significant material from Hanbury Brown's education and early career, including

wartime service, the bulk of this archive dates from the 1960s to the late 1990s and there is thus a
pronounced emphasis on Hanbury Brown's career following his departure for Australia. His war-time

research, the transition to radio astronomy and the intense collaborations in the Jodrell Bank group
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are more sketchily documented, as is in fact his and John Davis’s quest for an instrument to succeed
the NSII.

Section A, Biographical, presents a wide range of material relating to Hanbury Brown's life and
career. It includes the contents of a boxfile of biographical correspondence from the 1930s and 1940s
documenting his education, wartime service and immediate postwar career. There are transcripts of
interviews, proceedings of conferences to honour his achievements, and drafts (with correspondence)
of his Royal Society/Australian Academy of Science Biographical Memoir and other tributes and
obituaries. The section includes family material, including letters to his wife Heather before and after
their marriage, certificates of education and of awards, and a series of diaries 1936-1998. There is
also photographic material.

Section B, Radar, documents aspects of Hanbury Brown's war work from early experiments at
Martlesham airfield in Suffolk to memorabilia (including a poem on the ‘radar man’). His time with the
Combined Research Group at the Naval Research Laboratory in Washington, DC, USA, is covered by
memoranda and photostats of research reports. Of particular interest is the material relating to the
claim on the part of the airborne radar team for an award for the design and development of metre-
wave airborne radar. This section further includes reunion activities in the 1990s.

Section C, Jodrell Bank, is the smallest section. It contains an early letter to J. A. Ratcliffe in which
Hanbury Brown outlined a radio interferometer of high resolution, pen-recorded inscriptions of signals
from Cassiopeia and Sirius, and a notebook with measurements on Sirius that provided practical
vindication of the Hanbury Brown-Twiss effect. There are memoranda and proposals on instruments,
notably the steerable radio telescope and the interferometer that was eventually built in Narrabri. The
development of this latter instrument is further documented by a notebook containing detailed
calculations and tests of sample equipment for the future NSIl. A number of photographs show
various Jodrell Bank individuals and apparatus.

Section D, Australia, essentially covers three astronomical instruments and their genesis.
Correspondence, notebooks, photographs and promotional materials document the NSII. The story of
the successor instrument, the SUSI, is represented chiefly by photographs of an early model showing
a Very Large Stellar Intensity Interferometer, a subsequent proposal of a Michelson interferometer,
and discussions between Hanbury Brown and John Davis. There is also correspondence re the AAT

and the future of science and engineering in the University of Sydney.

Section E, Research Files, the second-largest section, contains research materials which Hanbury
Brown accumulated over many decades. These files testify to three foci of enduring interest on his
part, (a) the story of radar, (b) radio astronomy, and (c) reflections about science. The history of radar
is documented by original documents and pamphlets, correspondence with both fellow radar pioneers
and younger radar buffs, memoirs, and drafts of equipment biographies. The subsection on radio
astronomy includes literature on various types of interferometers and on quantum theory,

correspondence and draft publications on the behaviour of photons (these from the time of the
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controversy over the Hanbury Brown-Twiss effect), and a special section on his ‘dear friend Sirius’.® A

subsection is dedicated to historical topics in radio astronomy. Material on reflections about science
consists of his notes on science-historical literature; correspondence, notes and literature on

science's relations with religion; and general articles.

Section F, Publications and Lectures, is the largest component of this collection. It documents some
of Hanbury Brown's publications, including offprints, books, reviews and newspaper articles, starting
with his 1935 publication on the cathode-ray oscillograph. The lectures portion presents drafts,
outlines and index card notes for many of Hanbury Brown's speaking engagements over almost five
decades, including his broadcasts. This material is qualitatively heterogeneous, ranging from expert
conference papers to light-hearted dinner toasts. Sound and video recordings of some of these can
be found in Section J.

Section G, Societies and Organisations, is another short section. It documents a few of Hanbury
Brown's involvements with a variety of bodies from the National Centre for Basic Sciences in Calcutta,
India, to the Astronomical Society of Australia. There is correspondence with the Royal Society and
with the Institution of Electrical Engineers. Material includes copies of reports (co-authored by
Hanbury Brown) to the International Scientific Radio Union (URSI) and to the Royal Commission on

Australian Government Administration.

Section H, Correspondence, presents several series of correspondence which together span seven
decades. There are three alphabetical sequences, one dating from the 1940s to the early 1950s, the
second consisting of named correspondents, the third dating chiefly from the 1980s and 1990s (with a
few earlier letters). The first sequence includes family letters and correspondence about the Sir
Robert Watson-Watt & Partners consultancy. Hanbury Brown's named correspondents in the second
sequence are colleagues and friends from the days of radar and early radio astronomy, and his
colleague John Davis. The third sequence ranges over a multitude of correspondents and topics. It
reflects chiefly Hanbury Brown's activities after his return from Australia in 1991. This section closes
with a notebook listing all the letters Hanbury Brown sent between 1990 and 1996.

Section J, Non-textual media, spans audiotapes, videotapes, other visual material, and computer
disks. The audiotapes date from 1973 to 1999 and include recordings of Hanbury Brown's wife
Heather. Videotapes are principally of Hanbury Brown's contributions to television documentaries and
interviews on his wartime work. The visual material includes an extensive slide collection, which
appears to have served him as a store on which to draw for his lecturing activities. The computer
disks reflect both Hanbury Brown's changing word processing equipment and his diverse activities,
from his writings to his correspondence with colleagues, friends, institutions, businesses and so forth.

Not all of these disks have been deciphered at this stage of processing.

There is also an index of correspondents.

? Letter to J. M. Bennett, 1 June 1994, H.31.
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LOCATION OF FURTHER MATERIAL

A substantial portion of Hanbury Brown’'s personal archive was destroyed in 1961 owing to a

misunderstanding. Some material relating to his Jodrell Bank period can be found in the papers of A.

C. B. Lovell in the Jodrell Bank Archive at the John Rylands University Library of the University of
Manchester. Hanbury Brown left many of the documents relating to his work in astronomy in Australia
to the University of Sydney, where he thought they belonged. These are in the University Archives of
the University of Sydney and include correspondence regarding the intensity interferometer at
Narrabri, technical papers, funding and general correspondence, 1957-1983. There is also
correspondence on the AAT, 1967-1974, and an audio tape interview on his retirement in 1981.
Further material, notably 27 scrapbooks compiled by Hanbury Brown's wife Heather, is in the hands
of the family. It is anticipated that they will be deposited at the Royal Society to join this collection in

due course,
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4 Letter to J. P. Wild, 16 January 1974, H.127.
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SECTION A

BIOGRAPHICAL, A.1-A.210 1911-2005

A.1-A.34 BIOGRAPHICAL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL

A.35-A.46 EDUCATION

A.47-A.68 CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

A.69-A.84 BIOGRAPHICAL CORRESPONDENCE

A.85-A.89 COMMEMORATIVE OCCASIONS

A.90-A.148 DIARIES

A.149-A.165 DOCUMENTS AND LICENCES

A.166-A.178 PERSONAL FILE

A179-A.200 FAMILY

A.201-A.207 PHOTOGRAPHS

A.208-A.210 MISCELLANEOUS

BIOGRAPHICAL AND AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 1972-1996,

2002-2005,

n.d.

Obituaries 2002-2003

Hanbury Brown died on 16 January 2002 at the Countess
of Brecknock Hospice, Andover, Hampshire.

January 2002

Guardian, 18 January 2002.
Independent, 19 January 2002.

Announcement of funeral service, The Times, 19 January
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A.3-A1T7

Biographical, A.1-A.210

2002.

Daily Telegraph, 22 January 2002; with a letter to the
editor from R. Trim, 29 January 2002.

The Times, 24 January 2002,

Australian, 25 January 2002.

Sydney Morning Herald, 30 January 2002.

Draft of an obituary by A. Boksenberg, 20 January 2002.

February 2002-February 2003
New York Times, 7 February 2002.

Nature, 7 March 2002; with correspondence re Hanbury
Brown's portrait, 1 March 2002.

Australian Academy of Science Newsletter, December
2001-March 2002.

Australian Telescope National Facility News, June 2002,
Physics Today, July 2002.
Current Science, 10 September 2002.

Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada,
February 2003.

Letters of condolence

Family

Identified

Unidentified

Official
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Biographical, A.1-A.210

Friends

|dentified

Unidentified

2 folders.

A.10-A.13 Australia

A.10 A-G

A12, A13 Unidentified

2 folders.

Radar connections

A.15-A17 Locals

A.15 Identified

A.16, A.17 Unidentified

2 folders.
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A.19-A.25

Biographical, A.1-A.210

Funeral

Includes a list of family and friends who attended
Hanbury Brown's funeral, lists of apologies received and
of people who received the service sheets, and a copy of
the Order of Service.

Hanbury Brown's funeral service took place on 25
January 2002 in the parish church of Penton Mewsey,
Hampshire.

Biographical Memoir

Hanbury Brown's Royal Society Biographical Memoir was
co-authored by A. C. B. Lovell, who wrote the first part
and the ‘end-piece’, and J. Davis, who was responsible
for the Australian portion of Hanbury Brown's life. In this
joint effort they drew on family knowledge (Hanbury
Brown's wife Heather and his brother Hassall) and
Hanbury Brown's interview with H. de Berg of 1972 (see
A.28, A.29). The Memoir was published in Biographical
Memoirs of Fellows of the Royal Society vol. 49 (2003),
83-106, and in Historical Records of Australian Science
vol. 14 (2003), 459-483.

See also A.171.

February-October 2002

Correspondence re Hanbury Brown's Biographical
Memaoir.

19 December 2002

A. C. B. Lovell's draft of his part of Hanbury Brown's
Biographical Memoir with a covering letter.

8 January-10 February 2003

Correspondence re Hanbury Brown’s childhood, family
circumstances, education and war-time experiences. Also
includes correspondence re a suitable portrait of Hanbury
Brown.

2002-2003
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A.26-A.32

A.28-A.31

A28, A.29

Biographical, A.1-A.210

12 February-11 March 2003
Includes correspondence re J. Davis's portion of the

Biographical Memoir and further corrections of A. C. B.
Lovell's part.

3 April 2003

A final draft of Hanbury Brown's Biographical Memoir with
a covering letter from J. Davis.

6 April 2003

H. H. Brown's comments on J. Davis's final draft of
Brown's Biographical Memoir.

H. H. Brown was Hanbury Brown's wife.

Offprints

Autobiographical 1972-1996,
n.d.

Includes interviews.

For further conversations and autobiographical accounts,
see F.177, F.178, J.17, J.20-J.22, J.26, J.27 and J.29.

Curriculum vitae and biographical summary 1993, n.d.

Entries in biographical dictionaries 1996, n.d.

Interviews 1972, 1976,
1994-1995

H. de Berg 1972, 1976

Two slightly different transcripts of an interview with H. de
Berg, 24 February 1972. Further includes
correspondence.

2 folders.
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A.33, A.34

A.35-A.46

Biographical, A.1-A.210

R. Bhathal

Transcript of a recording of Hanbury Brown in
conversation with R. Bhathal, with correspondence.

2 folders.

The interview forms part of the Dr Ragbir Bhathal
Collection in the National Library of Australia.

Exercise book

Used from the front for a chronology of the stellar
intensity interferometer with whose conception and
construction Hanbury Brown was famously associated.

Used from the back for a summary of Hanbury Brown'’s
visits, committee memberships, etc., 1962-1985.

Posthumous tributes and associated material

Posthumous tributes

Includes pages from K. A. Wood's autobiography,
Echoes and Reflections (London, 2004).

Hanbury Brown Papers

Correspondence re Hanbury Brown's papers.

EDUCATION

Chiefly certificates. See also A.75, A.179.

Cottesmore School

Photocopies from the Cottesmorian.

Hanbury Brown attended Cottesmore School in Hove,
Sussex, from the age of eight to fourteen.

1994-1995

c.1985, n.d.

2002, 2004-
2005

2004-2005

1931-1960,
n.d.
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A37-A.43

A.39-A 42

A39, A40

A41, A42

Biographical, A.1-A.210

Tonbridge School

School Certificate B, confirming that Hanbury Brown
passed the Oxford and Cambridge School Certificate
Examination in English, History, Latin, French,
Elementary Mathematics and General Science.

Brighton Technical College

Certificates from the University of London, where
Hanbury Brown was registered as an external student
while studying at Brighton Technical College.

Exemption from matriculation examination

Certificate from the University of London, 14 October

1932, confirming that Hanbury Brown was granted
exemption from the matriculation examination.

Intermediate examination
Certificate from the University of London, confirming that

Hanbury Brown passed the Intermediate Examination in
engineering, 25 October 1933.

City and Guilds

Full Technological Certificates from the City & Guilds of
London Institute.

‘Electrical Engineering Practice (“Distribution”)’

Two certificates, one of them wallet-size, confirming that

Hanbury Brown passed the final examination in ‘Electrical
Engineering Practice (“Distribution”)’.

‘Electrical Engineering Practice (“Electric Traction”)’

Two certificates, one of them wallet-size, confirming that
Hanbury Brown passed the final examination in ‘Electrical
Engineering Practice ("Electric Traction”)'.

1932-1935

1934, 1935
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A.47-A.68

Biographical, A.1-A.210

Bachelor of Science, University of London
Certificate confirming that Hanbury Brown obtained the
degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineering as an

External Student and was awarded honours of the first
class, 10 August 1935.

Imperial College, London

Registration

Certificate from the University of London confirming
Hanbury Brown'’s registration as an Internal Student of
the University in the Faculty of Engineering at ‘City &
Guilds (Engineering) College)'.

City & Guilds was then part of Imperial College.

Diploma

Diploma of membership of the Imperial College of
Science and Technology, based on Hanbury Brown's
successful completion of a course of advanced studies in
electrical communications, 1935-1936.

The diploma is dated 8 June 1938.

University of Manchester

Mounted certificate of Hanbury Brown's admission as a
doctor of science of the University of Manchester.

The degree was conferred on Hanbury Brown on 15 July
1960.

CAREER, HONOURS AND AWARDS

Chiefly certificates. In addition to these awards 1959-
1989, Hanbury Brown also won the Eddington Medal
(1968) and the Lyle Medal of the Australian Academy of
Science (1970).

1935, 1938

1935-1997
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A.47-A.49

A.47

Biographical, A.1-A.210

Royal Air Force, London University Air Squadron 1935-1937

Log book 1935-1936
Hardback log book detailing Hanbury Brown's flying

experience.

Certificate of proficiency

Flying licence 1936-1937

Certificate of competency and licence to fly privaté flying
machines, issued by the Air Ministry.

Membership, Institute of Radio Engineers

Certificate, two slightly different copies.

The Holweck Prize of the Institute of Physics

Mounted certificate.

The Holweck Prize was instituted as a memorial to
Fernand Holweck and other French physicists who

suffered privation or met their death at the hands of the
Germans during the occupation of France in 1940-1944,

Election to Fellowship of the Royal Society

Certificate, dated 24 March 1960.

Fellowship, Astronomical Society of Australia

Certificate.

Hughes Medal of the Royal Society

Certificate.
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A.58-A.60

AB1, AB2

Biographical, A.1-A.210

Britannica Australia Award

Mounted certificate, Science Citation, Britannica Australia
Awards.

Fellowship, Indian National Science Academy, India

Certificate of election to Fellowship of the Indian National
Science Academy, 10 October 1975.

Albert A. Michelson Medal of the Franklin Institute, USA

The Michelson Medal was awarded jointly to Hanbury
Brown and R. Q. Twiss for their contributions to opening
up the subject of quantum optics.

Mounted certificate

Citation

Life membership

Certificate and laminated card.

Doctor of Science (Honoris Causa), University of Sydney,
Australia

See also A.175.

Certificate

Dated 17 March 1984.

Citation

Doctor of Science (Honoris Causa), Monash University,
Australia

Certificate, 30 March 1984. See also F.147
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A.65, A.66

A.65

A.69-A.84

Biographical, A.1-A.210

Election as an Associate of the Royal Astronomical
Society

Mounted certificate, dated 14 March 1986.

Order of Australia

Certificate of notification

Dated 9 June 1986.

Investiture and congratulations
Includes correspondence re Hanbury Brown's
nomination, inclusion in the Queen's Birthday Honours

list and the investiture of insignia, and a list of letters of
congratulations.

Membership, Academia Europaea

Certificate.

Honorary Membership, Royal Institute of Navigation

Certificate.

BIOGRAPHICAL CORRESPONDENCE

Letters from a box file with alphabetical dividers.
Retained in original order.

A (1)

Includes correspondence from the Air Ministry re
Hanbury Brown's recruitment and subsequent career in
the scientific civil service. Also includes correspondence
with the Ministry of Supply.

1986-1989

1986

1986-1989

1932-1949,
n.d.

1936-1947
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Biographical, A.1-A.210

A (2)
Includes correspondence re Hanbury Brown's registration

with the University of London and his interruption of his
studies in order to join the Royal Aircraft Establishment.

B (1)

Letters from Hanbury Brown's family, particularly his
father and his brother Hassall.

B (2)

Includes letters from Hanbury Brown's friend B. V.
Bowden and his wife, with photographs of their offspring.

D

Includes correspondence re Hanbury Brown's purchase
of a Dalmatian dog, ‘Gay Domino'. Includes a
photograph.

Hanbury Brown took his dog to live with him in Bawdsey
Manor on the Suffolk Coast, where he had joined the
Research Establishment of the Air Ministry.

E

Contains letters from W. S. Eastwood and his wife, and
from the electrical and mechanical engineering firm Elliott
Brothers Ltd.

Like Hanbury Brown, Eastwood had been a junior
member on the team working on radar at Orford Ness, a
shingle spit off the Suffolk coast.

H

Includes letters from Hanbury Brown's legal guardian E.
A. Hoghton and from E. E. Hughes, Hanbury Brown's
former teacher and mentor at Brighton Technical College.

1932-1938,
1946

1933-1941,

1946, n.d.

1946, n.d.

1937-1947

1939-1946

1932-1946
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I
Letters from the Institute of Radio Engineers, New York,

USA, the Institution of Electrical Engineers and the
Institution of Professional Civil Servants.

L (1)

Includes letters from the electronics engineer A. V.
Loughren.

L (2)

Chiefly letters from Hanbury Brown's mother. Also
includes a letter from his stepfather, J. S. W. Lloyd.

M, N
Includes correspondence with Marconi Wireless

Telegraphy Company Ltd re a patent application, and
medical and personal correspondence.

=]

Includes letters from Hanbury Brown's friends D. H.
Preist and J. W. S. Pringle.

R
Includes letters from Hanbury Brown’s physician L. Rau

and from Radio Corporation of America, attempting to
recruit Hanbury Brown.

S

Includes letters from friends from Hanbury Brown's years
in Washington, DC, USA.

T

Chiefly letters from Hanbury Brown's friend and colleague

1939, 1945-
1946

1946-1947

1932, 1936-

1946, n.d.

1937, 1942,

1946, n.d.

1946-1947

1941, 1945-
1947

1946-1949

1938, 1946-
1947
A
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A. G. Touch, re the scientific civil service, career
prospects elsewhere and living conditions in postwar
Britain. Also includes a letter from Hanbury Brown's
student friend V. J. Tyler and a note from H. T. Tizard.

w

Chiefly financial papers. Further contains a letter with
which Hanbury Brown was welcomed into the Sir Robert
Watson Watt & Partners consultancy by its founder.

COMMEMORATIVE OCCASIONS

70th Birthday

‘Modern Instrumentation and its Influence on Astronomy’,
symposium at Herstmonceux Castle, 24-26 September
1986

Chiefly correspondence re this symposium held in
celebration of Hanbury Brown's birthday.

Copy of the proceedings

The proceedings of the symposium appeared as Modern
Technology and Its Influence on Astronomy, ed. J. V.
Wall and A. Boksenberg (Cambridge, 1990).

80th birthday

‘Fundamental Stellar Properties’, 189th symposium of the
International Astronomical Union, held at the University of
Sydney, Australia, 13-17 January 1997

Material re this symposium held in celebration of Hanbury
Brown's birthday. Includes draft programme, Hanbury
Brown's notes for his dinner speech, and a copy of the
final programme with Hanbury Brown's corrections
inserted.

1945-1949

1986-1997

1986, 1990

1996-1997

1996-1997
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2 folders.

The symposium on fundamental stellar properties was
held at the Women's College of the University of Sydney
in Australia. In finalising the programme pamphlet, it had
been omitted that the symposium marked Hanbury
Brown's 80th birthday.

Copy of the proceedings

The proceedings of the symposium appeared as
Fundamental Stellar Properties. The Interactions
between Observation and Theory, ed. T. R. Bedding et
al. (Kluwer, 1997).

A.90-A.148 DIARIES 1936-1998

Hanbury Brown's appointment diaries for the years 1936,
1940, 1943-1998. Entries in pencil and in ink, including
memoranda, notes on expenses, etc.

All softback, small pocket-sized, unless stated.

Includes also an undated notebook for expenses, 71961.

For 1939, see B.3.

1936
Hardback octavo size, red spine. Contains notes on

sports and social appointments, flying lessons and
lectures.

1940
Green cloth, Many missing entries.
Hanbury Brown worked for the Air Ministry Research

Establishment (AMRE), renamed Telecommunications
Research Establishment (TRE) in November 1940.
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1943
?Quarto size, black leather.

Hanbury Brown was in the USA at the time.

1944

?Quarto size, black leather. Virtually empty. Includes list
of books read during 1944.

1945

?0ctavo size, ring-bound with patterned black plastic
cover.

Hanbury Brown was still in the USA until 22 October,
when he departed by sea.

1946
Dark red cloth.
After his return from the USA in November 1945,

Hanbury Brown had rejoined the Telecommunications
Research Establishment (TRE).

1947

Green leather.

In 1947 Hanbury Brown left the Civil Service and joined
the Sir Robert Watson Watt & Partners consultancy.

1948
Red leather.

Hanbury Brown continued to work for the Sir Robert
Watson Watt & Partners consultancy.
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Dark red cloth.

Hanbury Brown left the Sir Robert Watson Watt &
Partners consultancy and started to work at Jodrell Bank.

1950

Brown leather.

1951

Green leather.

1952

Green leather

1953

Brown leather.

1954

Green cloth.

1955

Dark red cloth.

1956

Dark red cloth.

1957

Dark red cloth.
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1958

Dark red cloth.

1959

Dark red cloth.

1960

Black leather, pencil attached.

1961

Dark blue leather.

1962

Medium blue leather.

1963

Black leather.

1964

Paper cover, multi-coloured.

1965

Light blue cloth.

1966

Dark red cloth, pencil in spine.
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1967

Dark blue plastic.

1968

Medium blue plastic.

1969

Medium blue plastic.

1970

Medium blue plastic.

1971

Medium blue plastic.

1972

Dark blue plastic.

1973

Dark blue plastic.

1974

Dark blue plastic.

1975

Dark green plastic.
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1976

Dark blue plastic.

1977

Black plastic, ring binding.

1978

Black plastic.

1979

Bright red plastic.

1980

Turquoise plastic.

1981

Yellow plastic.

1982

Medium blue plastic.

1983

Medium blue plastic.

1984

Olive green plastic.
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1985

Black leather.

1986

Brown plastic.

1987

Black plastic.

1988

Brown plastic.

1989

Grey plastic.

1990

Red plastic.

1991

Black plastic

1992

Medium blue plastic.

1993

Black plastic.







































































































































































































































































































































































































